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While I talk…

• At least 22 million students 
worldwide will have used AI for 
learning

• Over 8 billion AI-powered 
searches will be conducted 
online

• More than 100 million AI voice 
assistants will respond to queries 

• Approximately 5 million new AI-
generated images will be created 

• AI will consume approximately 52 
gigawatt of electricity 



Introduction

• Working in rural Ireland with Education 
and Training Board (ETB) - Adult 
Literacy Service

• Unique and shared challenges: 
Funding, resources, transport, digital 
access.

• AI is not a one-size-fits-all solution, 
but it can help lower barriers in 
education.



Irish Adult Education Context

Participation in Lifelong Learning:

• Ireland: 52%

• Austria: 55%

OECD’s 2023 Statistics on Adult 
Literacy Levels at or below Level 1:

• Ireland: 21% 

• Austria: 29% 



Irish Adult Education Context

"An Ireland where every adult has the 
necessary literacy, numeracy and digital 
literacy to fully engage in society and 
realize their potential“

Prioritizes:

• Access to technology

• Drive digital competency

• Integrated work and education supports

• Universal design approach



Irish Adult Education Context

Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL) 



AI & Irish Education 

• AI regulation & ethics – The 
EU AI Act and its impact.

• AI in education: Balancing 
risks vs. classroom-level 
empowerment.

• Classroom integration – AI 
can be in the background, 
supporting learning.



1990’s

Digital Literacy – The Rise of Personal 
Computing

• Computer operation.
• Early Office.
• Internet nav.
• Email setup.

Civic impact: Basic skills enabled access to 
early online services, document creation for 
jobs, and improved organizational 
communication.



2000’s

Online – The Rise Of The Internet

• Email usage
• Google search
• Online banking
• Cyber safety

Civic Impact: Email became essential for gov. 
communication, online research empowered 
citizens, and online banking increased financial 
accessibility.



2010’s

Mobile & Social – The Rise Of Mobile 
Technology

• Smartphone use
• Social media
• Online safety
• Digital banking

Civic Impact: Social media facilitated activism, 
smartphones increased access, and digital 
banking became standard for finance.



2020’s

Digitization & AI - Remote work & AI growth

• Video calls

• Government portals

• Data privacy

• AI

Civic Impact: Digital literacy vital for remote 
engagement, portals increased accessibility, 
and AI understanding crucial for digital 
democracy.



AI – More Than 
Just a Tool

• AI is not just a tool; it’s a 
workshop.

• It’s all about the Prompt

• How can we, as educators, 
break down AI barriers?

• How can we use AI to 
breakdown education 
barriers?



Personalized 
Learning & 
Differentiated 
Instruction

• Creating relevant content
• For individual interest or ability
• For separate classes or class level

• Creating Topic Summaries
• Student led
• Pre-prepared by teacher

• Writing Feedback 
o AI offers instant feedback on 

grammar, structure, and clarity.
o Students revise based on AI 

suggestions before final teacher 
review.



Personalized 
Learning & 
Differentiated 
Instruction

• Provide a 100 word summary on the 
Habsburgs at CEFR C2 and a 
summary at CEFR A1

• Translate to German

• Create 5 CEFR level appropriate 
comprehension questions for each. 
Make the adjectives in each 
summary bold and one of the 
comprehension questions must 
relate to the adjectives.

• Bieten Sie eine 100-Wort-

Zusammenfassung über die 

Habsburger auf CEFR-Niveau C2 

und eine Zusammenfassung auf 

CEFR-Niveau A1.

• Übersetzen Sie ins Deutsche.

• Erstellen Sie 5 CEFR-Niveau-

gerechte Verständnisfragen für 

jede Zusammenfassung. 

Markieren Sie die Adjektive in jeder 

Zusammenfassung fett, und eine 

der Verständnisfragen muss sich 

auf die Adjektive beziehen.



Die Habsburger waren eine große, wichtige Familie. Sie waren Könige und 
Königinnen. Sie lebten in Österreich und hatten viele Länder. Sie waren sehr 
reich und mächtig. Sie mochten Kunst und machten Österreich stark. Sie 
hatten eine lange Geschichte. Sie machten viele Bündnisse. Sie hatten ein 
großes Reich. Sie hatten viele verschiedene Menschen in ihrem Reich. Ihr 
Reich endete. 

The Habsburgs were a great, important family. They were kings and queens. They 
lived in Austria and had many countries. They were very rich and powerful. They liked 
art and made Austria strong. They had a long history. They formed many alliances. 
They had a large empire. They had many different people in their empire. Their empire 
came to an end.

Habsburger (A1 Level)



Die Habsburger, Architekten eines weitläufigen, multiethnischen Reiches, 
übten in Europa einen unvergleichlichen Einfluss aus. Ihre strategischen 
Allianzen, insbesondere durch Heirat, festigten ihre Macht und erweiterten 
ihre Herrschaft von Spanien bis nach Mitteleuropa. Das Erbe dieser Dynastie 
ist jedoch ein komplexes Zusammenspiel von kultureller Förderung und 
politischem Pragmatismus. Während sie eine Blütezeit der Künste und 
Wissenschaften, insbesondere in Wien, förderten, kämpften sie mit inneren 
Spannungen, die in ihren vielfältigen Gebieten inherent waren. Letztendlich 
liegt die bleibende Wirkung der Habsburger in ihrer Fähigkeit, sich in 
komplexen politischen Landschaften zu bewegen und den Lauf der 
europäischen Geschichte zu gestalten, trotz der endgültigen Auflösung ihres 
Reiches.

Habsburger (C2 Level)



Enhanced 
Student 
Engagement

Direct interaction

• Using AI chatbots to simulate real-
world interactions

• Students generating their own 
learning supports

Materials created by teacher pre-class

• Test Prompts for suitability

• Can be Multi-modal

• Removes some of the issues 
around AI



Enhanced 
Student 
Engagement

Okay, I want to practice a 
conversation with buying a 
ticket. You can be the ticket 
office and I'll be buying the 
ticket.

Deutsch:
Okay, ich möchte ein Gespräch 
üben, bei dem ich ein Ticket 
kaufe. Du kannst am 
Ticketschalter sein und ich 
werde das Ticket kaufen.

Ticket Agent: Sure, what can I do for you 
  today? 

You:  Hi, yes, I'd like to buy a train 
  ticket. 

Ticket Agent: Sure, where are you traveling 
  to? 

You:  I'm going to Dublin. 

Ticket Agent: Dublin. And when would you 
  like to travel? 

You:  Uh, I need to travel on  
  Wednesday. 



Enhanced 
Student 
Engagement



Bridging Learning Gaps



• Example: How Do I?

Bridging 
Learning 
Gaps



AI as a 
Support for 
Educators

o Teachers can use AI to create 
worksheets, quizzes, and study 
guides on any topic at any time.

o Supports differentiated instruction 
without extra workload.

o Helps us with skills we don’t have

TIME - ZEIT - TIME - ZEIT - TIME - ZEIT



Efficient Lesson 
Planning & Resource 
Development

AI for Quick Lesson Planning 

o Brainstorm ideas

o Generate structured lesson 
outlines.

o AI helps reduce planning time so 
educators can focus on 
engagement.

o Teachers curate AI-generated 
content to align with learning 
outcomes.



Date of 

lesson and 

week 

number

Topic Procedures (briefly, what will you 

cover in the lesson)

LOs Teaching 

Methods (how?) 

and Assessment 

method (how?)

Week 1 - 

10/09/24
Introduction 

to Word 

Processing

Importance of word processing, 

introduction to the interface, 

basic file operations

1, 3 Interactive 

demo, guided 

practice, Q&A

Week 2 - 

17/09/24
Keyboard and 

Typing Skills

Keyboard shortcuts, numeric 

data entry, cursor control, caps 

lock, and num lock

6 Typing 

exercises, live 

feedback, 

practice tasks

Week 3 - 

24/09/24
Basic Text 

Entry and 

Editing

Text entry techniques, selecting 

and editing text, using the Undo 

and Redo commands

7, 8 Demonstration

, practice 

document, 

Q&A

Week 4 - 

01/10/24
Basic Text 

Entry and 

Editing

Copying, cutting, and pasting 

text, using Find and Replace, and 

spell check

7, 8 Step-by-step 

activity, 

worksheet, 

feedback

Design a 30 week word 
processing course that allows 
learners to achieve the 
following aims, objectives 
and learning outcomes of the 
documents attached

Deutsch:
Entwerfen Sie einen 30-
wöchigen Kurs zur 
Textverarbeitung, der es den 
Lernenden ermöglicht, die 
folgenden Ziele, Vorgaben 
und Lernergebnisse der 
beigefügten Dokumente zu 
erreichen.



Deutsch:

Programmiere ein Checkout-
Webformular, bei dem die 
Kreditkartendaten validiert werden 
und nur folgende Eingaben akzeptiert 
werden: 

Name: WA Mozart 

Kreditkartennummer: 
2701175605121791 

Ablaufdatum: 01/35 

CVV: 800 

Passe außerdem die Formularfelder 
an, damit sie für eine österreichische 
Adresse geeignet sind.

Code a Checkout webform so that the 
credit card details are validated and 
only accept the following: 
Name: WA Mozart 
Credit card number: 
2701175605121791 
Expiry date: 01/35 
CVV: 800
Also, make the form fields more 
appropriate for an Austrian address



Getting Started 
with AI 

5 accessible entry points: 
1. Experiment with ChatGPT, 

Google Gemini and CoPilot 
and other freely accessible 
AIs

2. Use AI to brainstorm ideas for 
your classes

3. Create some quizzes
4. Try voice-to-text
5. Join or create an AI 

community of practice.



AI vs 
Environment

• AI consumes vast amounts of 
electricity, with data centers using 
up to 52 GWh per hour globally.

• Water usage: AI-powered data 
centers consume large amounts of 
water for cooling.

• E-waste & mining: AI requires high-
performance hardware, increasing 
demand for rare-earth metals.

• In Ireland – Data Centres account 
for 25% of electricity consumption. 
Household consumption is 18%



Moving 
Forward – 

AI as a 
teaching 

aid

AI should assist, not replace 
educators.

Importance of human interaction, 
contextual learning, and 
adaptability.

AI is another tool in our teaching 
toolkit, like whiteboards, books, 
and other digital resources.

AI Literacy: Educators need 
training on using AI technology 
effectively and so do students.



Thank You

Danke schön
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