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AONTAS

National Adult Learning Organisation in Ireland 

(Celebrating 50 years in 2019)

Advocates on behalf of 400 members nationwide 

 National Coordinator – European Agenda for Adult Learning (EAAL)

 Engaged in Erasmus+ KA1, KA2, KA3, and the European EaSI

Programme 



Working with adult 

educators and 

learners both 

nationally and 

internationally



The Irish Policy Context

 Learning for Life: White Paper on Adult Education (2000)

 Further Education and Training Strategy 2014 - 2019

 National Skills Strategy 2025

 Action Plan for Education 2019

 Supporting Working Lives And Enterprise Growth In Ireland 2018 -2021

 Empowering through Learning - New Statement of Strategy 2019 - 2021



Irish Further Education Strategy

Responding to the ‘need’s of the learner’ by

“Systematically benchmarking learner’s 

views and satisfaction with their FET 

programme” 

(SOLAS, 2014,p.137)

Objective 3.1



Upskilling Pathways 

Recommendation in Ireland

Steering Group led by Department of Education and Skills

 AONTAS Submission: target groups:

 Learners with lower educational attainment and employment

 Lone parents

 Travellers

 Migrants

 People with disabilities 



Learner Voice Theory

“The ‘new wave of learner voice in the 1990’s has largely shaped the 

modern day concept of learner voice processes” (Dowdall et al., 2019; 

Fielding, 2010)

“Fielding’s vision (is) of the 

reimagined school and 

classroom as a more egalitarian 

and democratic space.”

“Radical reconstruction of the

teacher-student relationship”

Classroom space

Institutional and 

policy realm



SPARQS, 2019



Learner Voice 

Framework

Dr Paula Flynn 

The Adult Learner, 2019., p.151





2019 in numbers so far.. 



https://youtu.be/8WdczhvUiSU

National FET Learner Forum 2019

https://youtu.be/8WdczhvUiSU


National 

Campaigns & 

Events

www.onestepup.ie

European Agenda for Adult Learning





Giving Learner Voice a Platform



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pPZoRql0kjw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pPZoRql0kjw


Thank you

Keep up to date with our work:

Freephone Helpline: 1800 303 669

Visit: www.onestepup.ie 

www.aontas.com
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