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What do you 

understand by 

sustainability?
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

What does this 

image make you 

think?



Do you consider your 

society as 

sustainable? 
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How do the mentioned 

scenarios affect the 

community?
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What comes to mind when 

you hear the word 
COMMUNITY?



Introduce yourself with name 
and one thing in which you 
think you need to build your 
capacity.



What is community capacity building

Video Press to start



“Community development is perhaps best 

used to describe those approaches which 

use a mix of informal education, collective 

action and organizational development and 

focus on cultivating social justice, mutual 

aid, local networks and communal 

coherence.”
https://infed.org/mobi/what-is-community-development/



Eade’s (1997) approach … and that of development 
agencies such as Oxfam, was linked into certain 
fundamental beliefs, for example: ‘that all people 
have the right to an equitable share in the world’s 

resources, and to be the authors of their own 
development; and that the denial of such rights is at 

the heart of poverty and suffering’ (1997: 2).



Alison Gilchrist and Marilyn Taylor (2011) place 
achieving greater levels of social justice at the core of 
activity and go on to argue that the ‘focus is on 
individuals, groups and networks that want or need to 
cooperate in order to achieve change at a local or 
community level’. 

They continue, ‘Adopting a community development 
approach means ensuring that the issues and priorities 
are identified and agreed by the communities 
themselves, and that people are encouraged to work 
together towards a collective solution to a shared 
concern’.



Gilchrist and Taylor suggest there are three vital 
aspects of community development:

• informal education – learning that takes place 
predominantly through direct involvement in 
community activities

• collective action – finding the power of combined 
voices and determination; the strength of many 
people acting for their mutual benefit or to champion 
the interests of those who cannot stand up for 
themselves

• organization development – helping groups and 
bodies to evolve a form that enables the members 
to achieve their goals, to act legally and to be 
accountable to the membership and wider 
community.
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Thanks
Do you have any questions?

You can write to us at censu.caruana@um.edu.mt ☺

Please keep this slide for attribution


