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• Family Learning Inquiry for England and Wales 

 

• Relevance in European context (e.g. Excluded groups) 

 

• Definition of Family Learning: 

 

 ‘Family learning’ refers to any learning activity 

 that involves both children and adult family 

 members, where learning outcomes are intended 

 for both, and that contributes to a culture of 

 learning in the family. 
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Research & Evidence about the needs and the effects of 

Family Learning 

 



Family 
Learning 

FEML (Family 
English, 

Maths and 
Language) 

WFL (Wider 
Family 

Learning) 

FLIF (Family 
Learning 

Impact Fund) 
– ‘at risk’ 

Home-
grown! (not 
through core 

funding) 
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What Does Family Learning Look Like – Responding To Need? 
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Confidence of learners to help their children with school work 

BIS RESEARCH PAPER NUMBER 254 - The Contribution of 

Further Education and Skills to Social Mobility – quoted here 
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 Contribution of FE and Skills to Learners’ Children 

KEY FINDINGS: 

•The direct and indirect benefits of family learning are broad and varied. 

 

•There is some evidence of an observable link between adult learning and the 
early years’ development of learners’ children, and a strong intergenerational 
correlation between parent and child’s cognitive ability. 

 

•The effect of adult learning appears to make the largest contribution to the early 
years’ development of children, with the impact decreasing as the child gets older. 

 

•Evaluations of some family learning programmes have found they make the 
largest contribution to learners from disadvantaged groups. 
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Supporting Confidence and Collaboration 

Harding et al (2014) additionally identified that: 

• working with children at family learning courses helped learners feel better able to 
work collaboratively. 

• There were differences in the change observed with the following groups more 
likely to report a confidence increase: 

 -  women compared to men 

 -  Black and minority ethnic (BME) parents compared to white parents 

 - those for whom English was not a first language compared to native English   
 speakers  

 - those from urban, deprived areas compared to those from more prosperous 
 locales 

 - those receiving some form of state benefit compared to those that did not 

 - those who had already completed FEML courses compared to those who 
 had not. 
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Positive Tandem Outcomes 

• Alongside parental learning, family learning schemes demonstrate a benefit to 
child literacy development. Swain et al (2014) show the wider benefits of parents 
learning how to help their children learn, as well as learning themselves. Of the 
cohort of 101 learners, 61 interviewees said that since taking a family learning 
course they had become more involved in their child’s pre-school or school. 

 

• Family Learning Inquiry cited research from Sheffield City Council in England which 
showed that Family Learning could increase the overall level of children’s 
development by as much as 15 percentage points for those from disadvantaged 
groups and provide an average reading improvement equivalent to six months of 
reading age. 

 

• Alongside consideration of literacy, numeracy and employability it was also 
reported that FEML and Wider Family Learning (WFL) learners had widened their 
social networks, and showed greater community involvement, broadening 
learners’ horizons and combatting social isolation (Harding and Gezelayagh, 2014b; 
Harding et al, 2014a). 
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Family Learning Projects NIACE Lead/Contribute To 

• Digital Family Learning 

• National Family Learning Forum 

• Family Learning Local Authority Group 

• Maths4Mums 

• Pupil Premium for Family Learning 

• Family Employability 

• Delivering New Models of Family Numeracy 

• REAL (Raising Early Achievement in Literacy) 
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Thank you! 

 

Further information and questions 

Susannah.Chambers@niace.org.uk 

@SusannahChambs 

Contact Details for Post-Conference Follow-Up 

mailto:Susannah.Chambers@niace.org.uk

