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Foreword

Education plays a fundamental 
role in human, social and eco-
nomic development. UNESCO 
is therefore committed to a 
holistic and humanistic vision 
of quality education for all and 
to the realization of everyone’s 
right to education. As part of its 
mandate, the UNESCO Institute 
for Lifelong Learning (UIL) builds 
knowledge bridges and creates 
cross-sectoral and inter-sectoral 
networks that allow participants 
to share experience and tools in 
lifelong learning, focusing on adult 
and continuing education, literacy 
and non-formal basic education. 
UIL, which places special emphasis 
on vulnerable and marginalized 
groups, is convinced that learning 
is a crucial resource for both 
coming to terms with changing 
circumstances and becoming 
change agents ourselves. Learning 
therefore contributes decisively to 
the development of ourselves, our 
communities and our societies. 
Once we recognize that our 
capacities to act are limited, we 
are ready to start overcoming this 
limitation by learning. 

I would like to draw attention 
to three UIL initiatives that will 
be part of our work plan for 
2015. Firstly, the UNESCO Global 
Network of Learning Cities aims 
to mobilize cities to become 

learning cities by demonstrating 
how their resources can be 
used most effectively to provide 
their inhabitants with a wealth 
of learning opportunities. The 
2nd International Conference of 
Learning Cities, which is currently 
being prepared, will provide a 
forum for sharing ideas on how to 
foster an effective learning culture. 
Secondly, the next issue of the 
Global Report on Adult Learning 
and Education (GRALE III) will give 
insights into the wider benefits 
of adult learning. It will provide 
evidence that investing in adult 
education and learning bears fruit 
in the areas of health and well-be-
ing, local community development, 
and employability and the labour 
market. Finally, RAMAA – an action 
research project on measuring 
learning outcomes of participation 
in literacy programmes – will bring 
together experts from several 
different countries and contexts 
to develop measurement tools 
and use these for monitoring and 
evaluation. In addition to these 
initiatives, UIL will continue to 
support the provision of organized 
learning opportunities in its fields 
of expertise by various means. 
Some of these are described below 
in this final issue of NEXUS for 
2014.

Arne Carlsen, Director UIL
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First Experts’ Meeting to Develop the third Global 
Report on Adult Learning and Education 

The third Global Report 
on Adult Learning and 
Education (GRALE III) is 
now in preparation and is 
scheduled for publication 
in early 2016. It will 
provide an update of 
progress in implementing 
the Belém Framework for 
Action, and will focus in 
particular on the returns 
to adult learning for health 
and wellbeing, society and 

community, employment and the 
labour market. 

For GRALE III, UIL is collab-
orating with senior researchers 
and high-level specialists from 
international universities as well 
as international organizations 
such as the UNESCO Institute for 
Statistics, the International Labour 
Organisation, the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, and the World 
Health Organisation. 

Achievements and lessons learnt in building learning 
cities and in the expansion of the UNESCO GNLC
More than 50 experts, governors 
and educational executives 
from around 20 countries were 
gathered in Mexico City on 19 
and 20 November 2014 to share 
experiences and exchange ideas in 
developing learning cities during 
the first International Expert 
Meeting for preparing the second 
International Conference on 
Learning Cities (ICLC). 

The aim of the meeting was to 
take stock of the achievements and 
lessons learnt in building learning 
cities and the progress in the es-
tablishment and expansion of the 
Global Network of Learning Cities 
(GNLC) since the first International 
Conference on Learning Cities. 

Based on an introduction of a 
series of case studies of learning 
cities compiled by the UNESCO 
Institute for Lifelong Learning 
(UIL), participants had extensive 
discussions on the ways of devel-
oping learning cites worldwide and 

provided constructive suggestions 
on the first draft of UNESCO’s 
Guidelines on Developing Learning 
Cities. As a result of the meeting, 
cities such as Beijing, Espoo, 
Swansea and Balanga will double 
their efforts to start monitoring 
and evaluating the progress of 
developing learning cities in their 
respective contexts based on the 
Key Features on Learning Cities. 

This first International Expert 
Meeting was an important 
component of the preparatory 
work of the second ICLC. All the 
suggestions collected through the 
meeting will be incorporated into 
the working plan of the second 
ICLC. 

Link to the presentations

http://learningcities.uil.unesco.org/resources/international-conference-on-learning-cities
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First technical workshop on the second phase of RAMAA 
UIL and the UNESCO office in 
Dakar have held the first technical 
workshop for phase II of the 
RAMAA project, which aims to 
develop qualitative methods and 
tools to evaluate adult literacy 
learning in different cultural and 
social contexts in order to improve 
the quality of programmes. 

This meeting, which took 
place in Hamburg from 13 to 15 
October, included representatives 
of the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) and Statistics Canada, 
as well as researchers from 
the universities of Hamburg, 
Paris and Montreal. Its purpose 
was to review the conceptual, 
methodological and institutional 

framework, and to 
carry out a critical 
analysis of the 
results of the first 
phase of the project 
in order to prepare 
the framework for 
the second phase in 
2015. 

The workshop’s 
recommendations 
will be incorporated 
into a report to be 
shared at the sixth 
international RAMAA workshop. 
This will involve the countries that 
participated in the first phase, as 
well as other potential countries 
and experts in this field. 

For more information about 
RAMAA, please visit: http://uil.
unesco.org/home/programme-ar-
eas/literacy-and-basic-skills/
ramaa-measuring-learning-out-
comes/

The first GRALE III experts’ 
meeting was held on 17 and 18 
November 2014 at UIL to agree 
on the course of this flagship 
publication. It was agreed to hold 
a second experts’ meeting on 11 
and 12 June 2015. 

Originally mandated by 
CONFINTEA VI (2009), GRALE 

monitors global progress in adult 
education policy and practice, 
and advocates for a stronger role 
of adult learning within national 
education policies. They provide 
information for analysts and poli-
cy-makers, making them aware of 
the state of the art of adult learn-
ing and education and reminding 

governments of the commitments 
made at CONFINTEA VI. GRALE II 
was published in 2013. 

Links

• Belém Framework for Action 
(PDF)

• GRALE II (PDF, 1444 KB)

International Seminar for European 
Masters in Lifelong Learning
The European Master’s Programme 
in Lifelong Learning: Policy and 
Management (MA LLL) is one of 
the European Union’s flagship 
Erasmus Mundus programmes. 
This truly international programme, 
with students from over 40 coun-
tries worldwide, operates through 
a network of four universities in 

http://uil.unesco.org/home/programme-areas/literacy-and-basic-skills/ramaa-measuring-learning-outcomes/
http://uil.unesco.org/home/programme-areas/literacy-and-basic-skills/ramaa-measuring-learning-outcomes/
http://uil.unesco.org/home/programme-areas/literacy-and-basic-skills/ramaa-measuring-learning-outcomes/
http://uil.unesco.org/home/programme-areas/literacy-and-basic-skills/ramaa-measuring-learning-outcomes/
http://uil.unesco.org/home/programme-areas/literacy-and-basic-skills/ramaa-measuring-learning-outcomes/
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001877/187789m.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001877/187789m.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002224/222407E.pdf
http://www.lifelonglearningmasters.org/
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UIL launches Global RVA Observatory
The UIL Global Observatory of 
the Recognition, Validation and 
Accreditation (RVA) of Non-formal 
and Informal Learning, in short, 
Global RVA Observatory, is a new 
online resource providing access 
to information on RVA in UNESCO 
Member States. It brings together 
recent RVA developments by 
inviting policy-makers, national 
experts, practitioners and all those 
with a professional interest in 
RVA to share and exchange their 
countries’ specific models of RVA. 
Eleven country profiles and 27 case 

studies were launched in autumn 
2014. 

With the ultimate aim of devel-
oping a useful ePlatform, further 
profiles and case studies will be 
added and existing ones updated 
on an on-going basis as we receive 
responses from Member States 
about their RVA systems. 

Links

• Global Observatory of 
Recognition, Validation and 

Accreditation (RVA) of Non-
formal and Informal Learning

• Global Observatory of 
Recognition, Validation and 
Accreditation (RVA) of Non-
formal and Informal Learning 
(PDF version, 442 KB)

• Forms for contributing, sharing 
and updating of Country 
Profiles and Case Studies. 

For further information, please 
contact Mrs Madhu Singh.

New information service on adult learning
The ALADIN network has launched 
a new initiative, the ALADIN 
Online Alert, designed to share, 
on a bi-monthly basis, new 
online and full-text information 
and documents in the areas of 
adult learning, adult literacy, 
lifelong learning and technical 
and vocational education and 
training (TVET). ALADIN, the 
Adult Learning Documentation 
and Information Network, was 
established to support networking 
and information-sharing between 

libraries and information services 
in the areas of adult learning and 
literacy. Today it comprises 96 
documentation centres in 47 coun-
tries in all regions of the world. 
These range from large university 
libraries and research units to small 
NGO resource centres and online 
collections. 

The new ALADIN Online Alert 
was developed by ALADIN mem-
bers Centre de documentation 
sur l’éducation des adultes et la 
condition féminine (CDÉACF) and 

the Library of the UNESCO Institute 
for Lifelong Learning (UIL), based 
on the good example of the Online 
Alert of ALADIN member UNESCO 
International Bureau of Education 
(IBE). Other ALADIN members 
have already agreed to regularly 
contribute to this new information 
service, helping to ensure the 
broadest possible balance of 
region and content. 
Contact information: Lisa Krolak, 
ALADIN Coordinator

Bilbao, Copenhagen, London and 
Melbourne. 

Within the framework of its 
partnership agreement with MA 
LLL, UIL was invited to participate 
in the annual international MA LLL 
seminar from 18 to 21 November 
2014 at Deusto University in 
Bilbao, Spain. This included a 
workshop on UIL’s activities and 

a keynote speech delivered by 
UIL Senior Programme Specialist 
Ulrike Hanemann, one of the three 
visiting scholars to the seminar, on 
the integration of literacy and basic 
skills into lifelong learning policies. 
Around 50 students, supervisors 
and coordinators from the four 
universities attended the seminar. 

MA LLL offers a unique way for 
students to learn how to analyse, 
develop and implement lifelong 
learning policies, as it provides 
opportunity to study in intercultur-
al cohorts in different countries. 
Around 140 students have grad-
uated so far as lifelong learning 
professionals. Many of them have 
completed internships at UIL.

http://uil.unesco.org/en/home/programme-areas/lifelong-learning-policies-and-strategies/recognition-validation-and-accreditation-of-non-formal-and-informal-learning-rva/news-target/observatory-on-recognition-validation-and-accreditation-of-non-formal-and-informal-learning/cbb4
http://uil.unesco.org/en/home/programme-areas/lifelong-learning-policies-and-strategies/recognition-validation-and-accreditation-of-non-formal-and-informal-learning-rva/news-target/observatory-on-recognition-validation-and-accreditation-of-non-formal-and-informal-learning/cbb4
http://uil.unesco.org/en/home/programme-areas/lifelong-learning-policies-and-strategies/recognition-validation-and-accreditation-of-non-formal-and-informal-learning-rva/news-target/observatory-on-recognition-validation-and-accreditation-of-non-formal-and-informal-learning/cbb4
http://uil.unesco.org/en/home/programme-areas/lifelong-learning-policies-and-strategies/recognition-validation-and-accreditation-of-non-formal-and-informal-learning-rva/news-target/observatory-on-recognition-validation-and-accreditation-of-non-formal-and-informal-learning/cbb4
http://uil.unesco.org/fileadmin/keydocuments/LifelongLearning/en/GlobalObservatoryRVA.pdf
http://uil.unesco.org/fileadmin/keydocuments/LifelongLearning/en/GlobalObservatoryRVA.pdf
http://uil.unesco.org/fileadmin/keydocuments/LifelongLearning/en/GlobalObservatoryRVA.pdf
http://uil.unesco.org/fileadmin/keydocuments/LifelongLearning/en/GlobalObservatoryRVA.pdf
http://uil.unesco.org/fileadmin/keydocuments/LifelongLearning/en/GlobalObservatoryRVA.pdf
http://uil.unesco.org/fileadmin/keydocuments/LifelongLearning/en/CountryProfiles.docx
http://uil.unesco.org/fileadmin/keydocuments/LifelongLearning/en/CountryProfiles.docx
http://uil.unesco.org/fileadmin/keydocuments/LifelongLearning/en/CaseStudies.docx
file:///Users/jan/Documents/Arbeit/OneDriveBusiness/javascript:linkTo_UnCryptMailto('ocknvq,o0ukpijBwpgueq0qti');
http://bit.ly/1vsj4cK
http://bit.ly/1vsj4cK
http://www.unesco.org/education/aladin/?menuitem=1
http://www.cdeacf.ca/
http://www.cdeacf.ca/
http://www.cdeacf.ca/
http://uil.unesco.org/home/information-services/documentation-centre-and-library/
http://uil.unesco.org/home/information-services/documentation-centre-and-library/
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/en/services/online-materials/digests-and-alert-services.html
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/en/services/online-materials/digests-and-alert-services.html
file:///Users/jan/Documents/Arbeit/OneDriveBusiness/javascript:linkTo_UnCryptMailto('ocknvq,n0mtqncmBwpgueq0qti');
file:///Users/jan/Documents/Arbeit/OneDriveBusiness/javascript:linkTo_UnCryptMailto('ocknvq,n0mtqncmBwpgueq0qti');
http://www.lifelonglearningmasters.org/
http://www.lifelonglearningmasters.org/
http://uil.unesco.org/about-us/internships/
http://uil.unesco.org/about-us/internships/
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New UIL co-publication: Élaboration du cadre normatif 
dans une approche sectorielle de l’éducation en République 
démocratique du Congo : enjeux, défis et perspectives

In the context of UNESCO’s 
Capacity Development Programme 
for Education for All, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) and UNESCO developed 
a normative framework with a 
sector-wide approach to educa-
tion. The aim of this case study is 
to provide a coherent and contex-
tualized normative framework that 
promotes lifelong learning for the 
whole education sector in DRC . In 
view of the current international 
interest in lifelong learning policies, 
the creation of such a normative 
framework is of interest to many 
countries. 

This publication shares the 
reflections and analysis undertaken 
with the three ministries in charge 
of primary, secondary, vocational 
and higher education and non-for-
mal youth and adult education. It 
analyses the national context and 
the constraints that emerge from it 
for the organization of education, 
reviews existing norms and their 
application, and discusses various 
challenges and perspectives. 
Download: Élaboration du cadre 
normatif dans une approche secto-
rielle de l’éducation en République 
démocratique du Congo : enjeux, 
défis et perspectives 
(PDF, 1.5 MB, French)

New UIL film celebrates Family Literacy

UIL and the Hamburg State 
Institute for Teacher Training 
and School Development (LI) are 
pleased to present a short film, 
produced for the 10th Anniversary 
of Hamburg’s Family Literacy 
Project (FLY). Since 2004, when 
FLY was launched by both insti-

tutions, it has helped 
thousands of children 
and parents, many of 
them with a migrant 
background, learn to read 
and write, and, ultimately, 
succeed in their further 
education.  

Based primarily on the 
testimonies of FLY partic-
ipants, the film presents 
the main components 
of the project. Teachers, 

parents and children explain 
through their own experience why 
FLY has been such a success. 

FLY was awarded UNESCO’s 
international King Sejong Literacy 
Prize in 2010 and the Hamburg 
Education Prize in 2011 for its 
outstanding and innovative work. 

Today, there are 260 FLY learning 
groups at 67 schools in Hamburg, 
involving 500 facilitators, 1,000 
parents and around 600 children. 
This is a very positive example of 
how literacy can be integrated into 
educational strategies that aim to 
create a more equal society. 
The film is available on our 
YouTube channel.

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002308/230822f.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002308/230822f.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002308/230822f.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002308/230822f.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002308/230822f.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002308/230822f.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kr7SDWop9YE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kr7SDWop9YE

