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Introduction
Second Chance is the name of a Grundtvig project we do during the period
2013-15 and it’s carried out by associations, training centers, adult schools and
different professionals related to the penitentiary system. Six European countries
participate in this project: Turkey, Estonia, Italy, Romania, Spain and Poland.
This project is included in The Lifelong Learning Programme (LLP). This
programme was designend to enable people, at any stage of their life, to take part in
stimulating learning experiences, as well as developing education and training across
Europe.
The Grundtvig is a sub-programme focused on the teaching and study needs of
adult learners, as well as developing the adult learning sector in general: formal
education, non-formal and informal learning, including self-learning.
Within this idea, our project Second chance is born. We understand that
education in prison should be an opportunity for the inmates to be included and to
participate in society in a way that had been impossible before, now they can do it.
Our project aims at discussing and investigating two issues:
The first refers to the actual situation of education in prison. Education in prison
can be a “second chance” to train the inmates, who, for various reasons and
situations, did not take advantage of their “first chance” when they were children or
youth.
Education for adults, and particularly education for adults in prison, allows the
person to think about training and start again. In this case it represents to them a
second training opportunity and it is also a benefit for the entire society as it plays an
important role in reducing crime.
The second issue is that education can go beyond formal training and guide the
inmates towards social integration. They have the opportunity to learn the language of
the country they live in, to study a foreign language, ICT, formal education and no
formal education. The educational activities also allow them to have an insight into the
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culture of the country where they are, to learn the values of respect and tolerance and
experience an active involvement.
In order to find out if the prison school is a second chance, we have done a
qualitative research in which the students were the protagonists.
For Le Compte (1995), qualitative research could be understood as "a category
of research designs that extract interpretations from observations that take the form
of interviews, narratives, field notes, recordings, and transcripts of audio and video
cassette records, writings of all kinds and pictures or movies." For this author the
most qualitative studies are concerned about the environment of the events, and she
focuses its inquiry into those natural contexts. These contexts can’t be rebuilt or
modified by the researcher, in which the persons are involved and interested. Quality
according to Le Compte means the real, rather than the abstract; global and specific,
rather than the disaggregated and quantified.1
In that sense, we understand this second chance as the vital experience that
the student is living or has lived in the adults school, considering the reason which
makes him go back to his studies or start new ones, the motivation and the hopes
which push him to do it, to make this second chance exists.
Nevertheless, difficulties emerge when what we want to know and recognize is
the way in which this second chance is seen, lived and thought of by our students.
Considering our environment, that the school is in a prison, our students, who apart
from having the possibility of some negative scholar experiences are deprived of their
liberty, which may produce anxiety and uncertainty as a consequence of finding
themselves in a physical and temporal space such as prison.
The researchers’ team wants approach to this world view of the school trying to
be faithful, as much as possible, to our students’ voice. This is the work that we have
done during the first phase of our investigation: collect from our chosen students,
their narratives both of their life in general and of their school experience in particular.
With this knowledge, we wanted, in first place, to know, from empathy and
confidence with our informants, how their school life was, what they think at present
about the school, how they feel about, what it represents for them and what it
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arouses in them, in order to recognize how they see their training in the future and
which expectations within other spheres of their life (labour, social, familiar, affective,
personal...) this second chance represents for them.
Following a qualitative methodology, in order to access this information, we
planned to produce the life story of each interviewee. In fact, elaborating the life
stories we enabled us to extract the first conclusions about if the hypotheses we
formulated (the prison school represents a second chance for the students) were true
or not.
So as to produce these life stories, we made a semi structured open interview
to our chosen students. In this type of interviews the mutual knowledge and
confidential element, in conclusion, the empathy for our students, is essential. In fact,
it is one of the indispensable requirements to choose the subjects of the sampling.
We deal with human material: feelings, hopes, failures, successes, disappointments.
So, it is at this point where the researchers’ team must act more carefully. We mustn’t
only focuse in the methodological exactitude, but we should build the investigation
from the respect of its main characters.
This travel in time, from a remembered past to a lived present in a specific
situation, the vision not only of a future but the reconstruction of the scholar past, will
provide tools for our students and for ourselves in order to build together a real
second chance that may open a future where the school might be relevant.
With all the information provided during the interview, the interviewer wrote life
story of each interviewee.
We know a life story as (…) stories produced with the intention to prepare and
transmit a report, personal or collective, which refers to the way of life of a
community in a particular historical period. (…)2
Each participating country has chosen three of all made for qualitative research.
The first part of this document are these selected stories and the second part
contains

the final reports of each country explaining everything from the

development process followed the interviews until the final version of the life story.
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1

Gómez, G. R., Flores, J. G., & Jiménez, E. G. (1996). Metodología de la investigación cualitativa. Aljibe.
P. 31-32
2
Clemente Penalva Verdú, Miguel Ángel Mateo Pérez (2006) “Històries de vida i fonts orals”. Tècniques
qualitatives d'investigació. Universitat d'Alacant, Secretariat de Promoció del Valencià.
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Reborn
I was born in the year 1975 in Azerbaijan, far from Turkey I have both good
and bad memorials from my childhood years, but I can never forget the memorials
about the war between Armenia and my country. The war years were very bad, our
home was destructed in front my eyes when I was a primary school student, and I
remember that moment as if it was yesterday.
I haven’t forgotten the effects of war as I haven’t forgotten family
remembrance. I still commemorate every minute we had with my brothers and sisters
yearningly. I had a quite good childhood with my family. The days we went to picnics
with my parents, brothers and sisters are still in my mind.
I can say that I had a good education in my country. I have good memories
about my school years. I still remember the days that I study my lessons eagerly in
order not to embarrass my family. I studied hard to be successful, I finished high
school in Baku, far from my family. Studying at a university was my greatest dream
and I could achieve that.
During my school years, my country had not got its independence yet. We were
being governed under the Russian regime. We used to visit the old people once a
week and help them for things such as cleaning as etc.
I had good friendships. The birthdays we celebrated with my friends were
unforgettable. Furthermore, the meals that my mum prepared are still in my mind, I
was waiting to finish the school days just fort his reason.
Every minute of my education was very important for me, so I continued until
the end. I am a university graduate but I do not want to miss the opportunities to
improve myself. In my opinion, every opportunity should be evaluated regardless of
time and place. So, prison has been one of these opportunities for me.
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I like my children a lot and I want to improve myself a lot for them. They
support me a lot to attend these courses. Both my husband and my children are very
happy that I take part in these courses. They support my attendance in these courses.
Thank to the courses in prison, I both learn a profession and I am preparing
myself for the life out of prison. Moreover, by these courses I get the opportunity to
be with new people other that the people in my ward. Another benefit of my
attendance to the courses is a change of atmosphere. I feel free from monotony by
this way.
I have attended on the hairdresser course up to now but I want to attend
as many courses as I can. Especially, I want to attend the bağlama (a Turkish
instrument with strings) course which I like listening a lot but I cannot play yet.
Most of my friends in prison want to learn something. In my opinion, it is
very good for a person to improve themselves. So, I want my other friends to take
part in these courses.
Regardless of the conditions, getting education is good and I always
support to receive instruction. These courses are beneficial fort he attendants at every
condition but one of the difficulties we have about the courses is insufficient materials.
I hope the courses that I follow here will provide me different opportunities in the
future.
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Cell-type prison set thinking, school – developing
Andrey is 38-year-old man, first year student of Baking and Pastry programme
in Ida Viru County Vocational Education Centre. For the last 11 years he has been
serving sentence in prison, for the last 7 months in an open prison, which allowed him
to study in a free school.
Andrey settled himself comfortably and very calmly expressed willingness to
talk about himself as soon as I explained the purpose of our interview. Stressed that it
is always a pleasure to talk with smart people, as these kind of conversations help to
understand many things. And maybe because of the absence or insufficiency of
attempts to talk to him in his childhood, his fate turned so that only in this age, he
began to appreciate discussions, conversations, as a starting point on the way to
himself.
Andrey was born in Narva in a complete family with two brothers, very
"senseless" ones. The family lived in poverty, as his father abused alcohol, drank
away his wages, and then took away the money from his mother, raised hell and hurt
mother. Mum worked on two low-payed jobs, all the remaining time was occupied
with households increasingly trying to provide care and provision to her sons.
"She loved us, and was too soft."1
Andrew grew up "in the street", his carefree childhood was filled with all those
nonsenses that unsupervised boys could come up with in the backyard.
Childish recollections are mostly associated with father's binge drinking, pity for
his mother, or games in the backyard. He recalls his school years with warmth,
although he was a school bully and was proud of it that time. One of his most painful
memories when he was not allowed to join Young Pioneers2 because of his behavior.
"This fact upset me so much, it was such a shame not being
allowed to attend the festival. I felt very unhappy, when the
whole class was wearing a tie, except me."
10
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He disrupted lessons, incited other students to skip school, chatted on the
lessons, laughed. As if to strive for continuous fun, wanted to play, not to learn. But
until the 7th grade studied pretty well, but his school diary was full of teacher's
remarks.
“Mom was upset, while the father, when looked into my diary
"educated" only with belt. At first I was afraid of him, then
hated”3.
His 14-15 years fell to a very difficult period in the history of the country in
which he grew up. It was a time of collapse of the Soviet Union, separation of Estonia.
Nineties was a time of great hopes and bitter disappointments, tumultuous changes
and gang mayhem. The time that allowed in a few months to gather wealth and as
easily in one day, to lose everything. The time when the values of the past had been
destroyed, but the new ones had not been established yet. A time when the once
closed country was overflowed by drugs, pornography, shooting in the streets.
And in the 8th grade Andrey virtually abandoned school, hit the company where
it was possible to try alcohol and watch pornography, where everybody only dreamed
of looting and instantaneous enrichment, where to be a gangster was a highest
dream.
"We had a big company of which is almost no one left alive," adds
Andrew sadly. "I survived, perhaps, only because I got into
prison."4
But even at that time in his value system and his entourage, that was
considered more as an achievement than tragedy. He only remembers that was upset
by mom's tears.
The first seven-year long term of imprisonment he served his sentence in
camp-like prison with its own life, where he had to fit into the rules set rather by
prisoners than officials.
"The first years it all even sounded interesting. Mom still helped
me financially and I did not have to think where she took those
money. They were not enough, of course, so I went straight to
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learn."5 He studied to be a tailor, a worked a little bit in a sewing
workshop. But the monotony of prison life led to apathy and
emptiness. At that very time co-prisoners offered him some
drugs, so for the first time he tried them in prison. They seemed
to diversify his existence.
After his release at the end of the term he could start work as a tailor. With no
education there was only one way to earn easy money – illegally. And in a couple of
years, it seemed, that he acquired it all: a family, a wife, a flat, free money, periodic
drug usage, contact with former friends.
"One such meeting and drug intoxication resulted in the second
sentence, and a huge one. The first objective has been achieved –
I'm back in prison.”6
"The first nearly five years I want to forget, it was a time of
investigation, this is why I was not allowed to have or to do
anything, and a year later came well-known emptiness. All that I
could do was to think. Maybe only in this age I started to think,
probably just matured enough.”7
After the conviction Andrey systematically engaged in a sound system of things.
With a help of his mother sold an apartment, paid off all debts and court costs, cut off
all contacts, immediately enrolled in school, strove to participate in all possible social
programs. In his words, it was his decision. Any external motivators, any other
people, close or distant cannot affect a person until he decides that he needs it. He
knows a prisoner, who at the age of 30 barely reads and being in the same conditions
does nothing to overcome his inferiority.
Over the past 6 years he has come a long way: finish basic school with honors,
well enough upper-secondary school, received course training for cook assistant,
passed Estonian language courses. Any troubles or obstacles which he encountered
did not affect his decision to get a full education.
Recalling 9 years of basic school stressed that he liked everything, and it's only
thanks to the fact that he knew what he wanted. Admits that the attitudes of teachers
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in prisons are different, especially the Russian-speaking teachers differed from others
with softness and warmth. All supported his eagerness for learning. He studied a lot,
tried almost all the time to devote to school, and teachers appreciated it.
Immediately after finishing basic school he went to upper-secondary school,
there were only 4 students in a class and if he had no problems with languages he
would have finished it with honors as well. He past the 11th and 12th grades in one
year.
Since the beginnings of study apathy and depression have gone, he obtained
meaning in life. And only when the stages of learning ended, felt stressed and
dissatisfied, because there were not enough possibilities for self-development. It is
difficult to obtain the desired literature, or to find out what to read.
I asked to tell us about the obstacles which he had mentioned. Andrey
remembered that at the graduation of basic education he called his mother because
he really wanted to please her with his success. But he was hurt that she was sitting
in another row, and they were not allowed even to approach to each other, which
angered him greatly.
He remembered how he asked to enroll him on B1 Level of Estonian Language
Courses instead of B2 Level, because he was not ready for that level. He had to attend
B2 Level courses but left the examination in anger when realized that he could not do
the job.8
As he was denied to visit rehabilitation center for drug addicts and alcoholics,
although he took drugs and went to jail because of them. He admits that by this time
remission had been long enough, but does not understand why he was denied it.
Recently, despite the fact that he does not have any admonitions, fulfills all prison
requirements, has positive characteristics and opinion of parole officers, the court did
not release him on parole on wording “has not reformed”. But all these obstacles do
not change his plans.
Looking back over course training for cook assistant, believes that it was not
complete, though they had practice in the prison kitchen. But interest in the
profession appeared. So as soon as he was transferred to an open prison, he applied
13
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for Baking and Pastry programme because it is close to cook profession, that he has
already a little bit studied. He could also work, but earning 63 cents per hour of work
is not comparable with the possibility of obtaining a full profession.
He likes learning in a free school. Andrey learns easily, though there are
problems and limitations. He can not see the assignments through e-school, have to
run for the teachers to get it, but he still tries to do everything and even more. In
prison, he also passed the exam for Estonian citizenship, which he will apply for after
the release, when he finds a job and fulfill the other requirements for obtaining
citizenship.
So smoothly from the achieved we went to the plans for the future. Father is
long gone, but his mother and grandmother are waiting for him, he wants to take
responsibility for them after liberation. With a smile adds that he wants a family. He
sees only one problem in the future – finding a job, but he thinks that will handle it
with determination.
To the question whether he will continue training on release, if is not able to
finish vocational education during his term, Andrey replied confidently, that will
certainly do it. Moreover, there are still many areas in which he would be interested to
develop — IT, languages.
Possibility to learn in prison school helped him to spend these years
meaningfully, but he is sure that if he realized the need for education he would have
done it before imprisonment, but still to some extent he is grateful to prison. There
when he experienced the anguish for the first time he tried drugs, and when he
experienced it for the second time he discovered the possibility of learning. Only when
he started to learn, he realized that self-development is a hard work if you want to
achieve the stable goals. Since then, his values have changed, "all material comes and
goes, but knowledge remains with you, and develop your self-esteem."9
On this positive note, we said goodbye to Andrey, and he expressed his thanks
for the interview, for the possibility of such a retrospective look at his way and the
feeling of satisfaction that he experienced.
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“Она любила нас, была слишком мягкой.”
“Young Pioneers” was a mass youth organization of the Soviet Union for children of age 10–15 that
existed between 1922 and 1991. Similar to the Scouting organisations of the Western world, Pioneers
learned skills of social cooperation and attended publicly funded summer camps.
3
“Маму это расстраивало, отец, когда смотрел дневник, «воспитывал» только ремнем. Сначала я
боялся его, потом ненавидел.”
4
“У нас была большая компания, из которой сейчас практически никого не осталось в живых”......”Я
выжил, возможно, только потому, что попал в тюрьму.”
5
“Первые годы даже все это казалось интересным. Мама по прежнему помогала мне материально и
я не думал, из каких средств она мне присылает деньги. Их было, конечно, мало, поэтому там сразу
пошел учиться.”
6
“Одна такая встреча и наркотическое опьянение – и вот и второй срок заключения, причем
огромный. Первая цель достигнута – я снова в тюрьме.”
7
“Первые почти пять лет – вспоминать не хочется, это было заключение на время следствия, потому
мне ничего не было положено, заняться было нечем, через год наступила прежняя пустота. Все, что
мог – это думать. Может только в этом возрасте и задумался, видимо просто повзрослел.”
8
Graduates of non-Estonian upper secondary schools in Estonia sit for the compulsory Estonian as a
second language state exam, which is equivalent to language skills at medium level (B2). At least 60
points are needed to pass the level test.
9
“все материальное – приходит и уходит, а знания остаются с тобой, развивают самоуважение.”
1
2
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A naughty boy
I am 34 years old and I was born in Torre del Greco, in the province of Naples.
I lived up to nine years in Herculaneum, a town with many inhabitants, it was a very
lively town, both day and night. The memories of my childhood are many. Those that
come first to mind are just the negative aspects: as a child I was a too lively kid, at
high school I couldn’t be silent and I couldn't sit and stay calm, so the teacher gave
me a good slap! Another bad episode, which I still regret, is that when I was playing
with my friends, I drop a little girl from a wall near my house. She hit her head and
was immediately brought to the hospital. She returned home with her head bandaged
and I felt guilty. Another terrible episode, but today I think it is also funny, was when
I cut the chewing gum and I put the pieces into one nostril. I couldn't take it off, but I
was afraid to tell Mum, because I thought I was scolded, after a week, she realized
that I smelt bad, she took me to the doctor and he saw what I had done.
I have many positive memories, but it is not necessary to tell them, because I
think that children bring with them mostly positive memories.
I went to school for 13 years, but did not get received a certificate. Primary
schools were close to home, as well as high school. I changed school during middle
school because my parents moved from Herculaneum to Poggibonsi, in the province of
Siena. For me the change in sixth grade was traumatizing because the school year
had already started, and I was enrolled in a class where the foreign language I had to
study was French, but I had studied just English. The teacher gave for granted that I
had studied French and knew it.
I remember a lot of anxiety and panic before questions and tests, and a great
joy when we organized school trips, because I had fun. I got on very well with some
of my classmates, we were friends, and we did many things together, for example
skipping school, doing some tricks to the teachers. What I could do very well was
faking the signatures of parents of my classmates in exchange of breakfast: at the
school bar I always ate for free.
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I have different memories of my teachers: I don’t remember some of them
because they were not so good, others, like the Geography teacher at secondary
school, remained in my heart, because he really loved the subject he taught.
Unfortunately, I did not love school, even though my family wanted me to finish
secondary school, but have had few results.
In my school there was the normal timetable, I went out at one thirty. I
returned home and I studied a little, when I finished to study I went outside to play
with my friends: we played in abandoned houses, unconsecrated churches, and began
to smoke hashish along the banks of the river Elsa.
I left school when I was 19 years old, when I was still in the third year, I
couldn't go further and I asked my mother to attend a private school, but my family
and did not agree, so I abandoned school. When I left school, the idea that I had of
my future was positive, but when I started to work I found out that I had really grown
up, and that reality was not as I had imagined.
In the school in prison I come as auditor, because I already have the middle
school certificate, sometimes I come to disturb the literacy class, because here the
teacher does not writes notes and reports in the register. I attended the course for
surveyors, until the third year, here I come as auditor because there aren't any high
school courses. I signed up at school to study subjects that I do not remembered very
well. Any activity that you do in prison helps you not to stay in the cell or watch TV,
you need to keep in touch with the reality that there is outside, or you will be
completely involved in the prison system. Although I graduated, I still come to school
to stay in contact with people.
I am very willing to attend school here, because I do something different every
day. I have to say that the majority of students enrolled at school are foreigners,
there are very few Italians and this is a negative thing, because just the contact with
the teachers, who are humanly superior and more friendly than many people you
meet in prison, would make them feel better.
I told my family I do many activities within the prison, including the school.
Mum is happy and proud of me, because she believes that going to school can help
me.
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I would suggest other inmates to attend school, because some do not speak Italian
and they need to know the language to communicate with agents and with educators.
I like listening to the school lessons, taking notes, highlighting what is written in
the photocopies or in the book and then I summarize the important information. Only
if I write down the new things I learn, I remember them.
I like coming to school to chat with teachers, to practice subjects that I don't
remember well, but most of all I started to think about getting the diploma.
I would say jokingly that the thing that I do not like of the prison school is that
you do not organize educational trips, there is no bar for breakfast and there are no
mixed classes.
Now I have in mind to achieve the diploma that I never got, so I want to
continue to attend school when I will be outside.
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Dancer
1. 1st part – general information
Dancer is 27 years old, born in Romania, Dolj County, Breasta village, so a
Romanian citizen. He lived his live so far in the village.
His father is deceased and his mother alive. He has another 5 brothers and 3
sisters, family is poor and with economic problems. He had a rough face expression
and he talks very hard with ought diction, it can easily be seen that he does not know
how to talk or to put order in his ideas.
He has confusing memories from his childhood: he was a poor child, working
since he was little because he did not went to school, and he also remembers that he
had good times with his friends. Finally he said that his life would not get here if he
would have not done the mistake and end in prison. Here, in prison Dancer seemed
full of emotions and feeling sorry for what happened that brought him here.

2. 2nd part – school experience before prison
Dancer did not attend school at all. He is saying that he did not like to go and
also that his family permitted him not to attend school. He is regretting this and
thinks how to make this right. He seems to be a pleasant person, talks very polite.
The inmate doesn’t have any memories from school, but he had friends, brothers and
sisters which forgot him after he was incarcerated. In this moment he manifested a
huge regret for the fact that he is feeling alone and abandoned.
Dancer did not attend school mainly for financial reasons, being part of a big
family, 9 children; parents did not sufficiently insisted that he should go to school, to
have an education, so by this he feels that he was neglected.
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He is thinking to his future and it is worried that he will not be able to take care
of himself, he doesn’t know how to read or write, he doesn’t manage to calculate but
he thinks that for example in shops he will not manage not even to pay for his
shopping.

3. 3rd Part – school experience in prison
He confesses that he tried in 2009 to attend in prison 1st grade, but he did not
manage to finish even this one. Based on this he draw the conclusion that he is very
bad in learning, that is very late for him to learn something and he thinks it is better
to start working, to earn some money, considering that few money he will earn will
help him sometime.
So, Dancer attended in prison vocational courses like: agriculture, good
manners, etc. considering that all these are useful for him, that he is finding new
things, a change is being done and he has another activity to attend. Most important
thing to mention is that he like to go to these classes, he communicates with new
people and finds out things he will for sure use sometime.
He also believes that when he will finish the courses he will be smarter, he will
know more things, he will behave better in the society and all these will help him
adapt easier to the life after prison. He likes to attend to classes, he is very happy
each time, every activity brings something new, he like the teachers, they behave
nicely and have a correct attitude towards him, the inmate.
Dancer doesn’t have a clear idea about the way the classroom is organized; he
is satisfied to learn in small groups but also to be in a larger group. He like his
classmates that he meets in class, is not pleased with the tools, the materials offered
in prison for all the activities. He is discussing only with one of his sisters about school
in prison and she is encouraging him to attend and learn new things. The other
members of his family are not interested in his problems and communication with
them does not exist.
For him, participating to school in prison is benefic and recommends to the
other inmates also attending to school. For him all the activities conclude in a very
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nice and useful experience, he managed to communicate with others and learn many
things. He wishes to attend more courses: ITC, painting, communication, etc. He
believes to be useful an IT lab and many more materials: paper, markers, boards,
books. He wishes to have a bigger variety for the vocational courses.

4. 4th Part – final conclusions
Dancer has a positive opinion about school in prison, believes that a part of
these information he will be able to use them afterwards in his life after prison. He
thinks that by learning to communicate better, he will manage to have his own family,
to have children and to have the possibility to make things right. He mentioned
several times during the discussion that is his family wouldn’t have neglected him, he
will not have ended like this, he would’ve went to school and maybe things would’ve
been different. He is not thinking to go to school when he will get out but he is
thinking to be an autodidact and to learn especially practical things that will help him
in his work. He is sure that school in prison represents a second chance at least for
the fact that it offers a better image towards world and life.
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From hell to everything
“For me, before, going to school was like going to hell. Now it is the future, the best of
all it means everything to me.”1

This is what El Papa2 says, the main character of our story (student of La
Model3 school that is currently studying the Instrumental Training 1, first level where
we teach to read and write), taking a coffee in a relaxed and calm atmosphere, with a
half-smile of complicity he says: "I’m fine, I’m ok, I’m calm.”4
To begin with we have to go back 42 years ago and travel to a small village
called Dar Kabdane, located 30km from Nador, northern Morocco. Does the name of
this town sound familiar to you? Well, neither to us, but we could write it thanks to
the fact that El Papa could spell. An illiterate can spell? Yes, because thanks to his
pass through prison school, he is no longer illiterate.
As he explains, this is a humble village, of country people raising animals, of
sheep forming a white cloud in the middle of a green pasture smelling of the sea,
despite the 2 Km that separates it from the village... Anyway, a quiet little town.
El Papa was born in this place, in a privileged family, because his father, Amin, a
man who could read and write, had many farmlands, was a rancher and was the
owner of the village shop. He was a leader for the people and was extremely
respected by everyone. He liked to help others and was a responsible and serious
person. El Papa remembers him with his head up and repeats in a firm voice: "He was
a nice man, was a nice man..."5 and then, looking down, moving his head from side
to side says with a low voice "…not like me… I was a bad person, very bad person.
Well, this is what my mother tells me.”6
This "I was a bad person"7, El Papa lives it as a very negative feeling and it will
accompany him throughout his childhood. This feeling was what led him to abandon
school prematurely... But we'll see that later...
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After two hours of conversation with him, we concluded that "I was a bad
person"8 corresponds to just being a naughty boy, who liked to mess around.
“There in Morocco, if you have money you can have more than one wife!!”9 -El
Papa says showing disagreement with this custom. Therefore, Amin, El Papa’s father
could marry three women. Three children were born from the first marriage, five from
the second and nine from the third. El Papa is the eldest son of the last marriage.
They lived together in a big house of 18 rooms and 500 m².
From the total of 18 brothers and sisters, he tells us that not everyone had the
same opportunities, neither skills nor motivation… to have an education. In Dar
Kabdane there was not a public school, the nearest one was 10Km away, and walking
20Km each day did not compensate!
"To go to school, 10km on foot is a lot.”10
He explains that none of the children of the first marriage went to school
because they were the inheritors of the family wealth, nor any of his stepsisters or
sisters, because they are women, and three of his stepbrothers of the second
marriage studied in a boarding school that was in town.
In 1987, when he was 16 years old, a school was opened in the village... "I was
too old to study but my little brother did and he did it well. Now he owns a shop in
Nador and is the only one of the brothers who remains in Morocco, the others came to
Spain"11, says El Papa very proud of his little brother.
He says he never went to school when he was a child... but this is not true!
Though we will know that later, when the coffee is over, we have created an
atmosphere of confidence and complicity and the exchange of glances and small jokes
between El Papa and us is constant.
Then he tells us of his childhood memories. He remembers with great
tenderness and love the Celebration of the Lamb, when his father used to buy new
clothes for everyone, his mother used to paint the boys’ palms with henna, made
drawings on the girls’ palms and the whole family used to go to the mosque to pray
and to visit his grandparents, who lived 20km from Dar Kabdane, on special days and
celebrations.
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But, thinking about his childhood, the memories quickly acquire a negative tone
and he repeats to us again: "... but I, when I was a child I was a bad person, very bad
person and I didn’t listen to my father.”12 And then tells us that there were old people
who were going shopping with their donkeys and he shouted to annoy them, and to
frighten the donkeys. Or one day, he was with his sister, when a boy came by and he
hrew a stone so hard at the boy’s head that he began to bleed.
At this time, the figure of his father reappears and he talks about him with
great respect and admiration:
"When that happened, my father hit me. He didn’t like people
coming to complain. My father was a good person; people came
to him for advice and he separated people if they were fighting.”13
One of the things that his father used to tell him was: "You have to study and
you have to pray."14 So, his father made four of the five brothers, with the exception
of the youngest one, go to the Koranic school. "How come the Koranic school? Didn’t
you tell us that you had never gone to school?”15 - We asked him surprised. And
then, he opened up and told us what he did...
"I lied to my father. I went to study at the mosque only for a
week. I got up at 8am to go to the mosque as all of my brothers,
but I hid in the corner, I didn’t go in. Why did I not enter?
Because the first day I behaved badly and the imam, who was a
bad person, beat me with a stick, a <<pomegranate>>16 stick.
He beat me strongly. So I stopped going to school because it was
like going to hell."17
And El Papa repeats with a mourning voice and bad memory, several times in a
row: "I still remember him, remember him, I don’t remember his name but I
remember him..."18 This lie lasted about four or five months, until his father asked
the Imam about how the classes were going and he told him that El Papa was not
attending class.
“When my father found out, this time he didn’t hit me. He told me
that if I didn’t want to study, I had to work. I started working
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when I was about 12-13 years old, in the fields, planting
potatoes, onions, carrots…”19
The contact of El Papa with the academic world ends here and we see that it
was very brief, 1, 2, 3 ... 4 days? It is not until 2004, when he enters prison, that he
renews his schooling again, when he is already 33 years old.
Up to this point, we can’t help asking him if he has ever wondered about the
consequences of his going to school in his childhood, and his answer is clear:
“If I had attended school, I would have become a policeman, a
doctor...I would have never come up here (meaning Catalonia).
My idea wasn’t to end up like this, but you never know what
would have happened in the end. Maybe I would have ended up
in jail anyway because of something else.”20
As years go by, El Papa recalls his fourteens as the turning point. He
remembers, with certain shyness and pride at the same time, how he invested the
money he earned working in the fields. One day he bought a present for his father
and he said:
“I want you to be a good person. I don’t want money. If I die,
what have you got?. The money is yours.”21
We can see that earning money was a big attraction for him since he was
young.
He remembers with melancholy how his change of attitude came too late and
the good relationship between his dad and him was too short, because his dad died at
the age of 68, when he was 18.This is the crucial step that turns El Papa into a man
and leaves behind the role of a naughty child.
At this moment he says: “When my dad dies, I take the responsibility of
everything. I am like a father for my family, I have worked for them”22. None of my
brothers wanted to work in the fields so all my relatives moved to Nador and settled
there. My mother still lives there, “a humble peasant woman that never learnt how to
read or write...”23 These are the only words he says about his mother, words of
respect and elegance.
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After moving to Nador, the family house of Dar Kabdane was closed and empty
for none of the three families lived there anymore.
Even though the house is still closed, it is currently in good conditions because
El Papa says with satisfaction and happiness that he is in charge of the maintenance.
Moreover, he adds that he has been visiting Nador for 22 years now and he
always stops at Dar Kabdane for a visit. When he does, he meets an old friend from
childhood, one of those friends of pranks. He closes his hands and he thoughtfully
says:
“He is in France with his family. I don’t have his number, but
when we go to Dar Kabdane on holidays and he is there, we
always meet”24.
Now he is used to it, but when he travelled there for the first time, he was
surprised when people said: “You were not like that, you have changed a lot”25. “But,
how did you change? Why did they ask for that?”26 -we asked with curiosity. And then
he replies:
“Do you remember those people that I annoyed when they were
riding their donkeys? Well, 5 or 6 years ago, I met one of those
men. I greeted him and I said I was sorry. I also gave him money
to buy food. And he forgave me. He said I had changed.”27
He goes on explaining with great energy and enthusiasm, overlapping words,
because now everything is emotion and he wants to say a lot in a short time... “I am
Berber and I have helped many people, if they have a bad son I give them money,
people love me because I've done a lot for the local people.”28
At this point we realize that El Papa has assumed the role his father had in the
village without intending it. But it is not only a role that he has in Dar Kabdane, it has
become his behaviour pattern because it always works the same way, as we will see
later...
But now we go back to Nador, where we left El Papa with his family, newly
settled down there.
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In Nador there are his mother’s brothers, who were fishermen, and El Papa
works with them for a while.
It is 1991, this is the year he decides to leave Nador and try his luck in
Catalonia where he had other uncles who lived in Sant Fost (one is a bricklayer and
the other has been working in a factory making caps for 25 years). El Papa came
alone and went to live with them. “I have always lived in villages from Vallès Oriental:
in Mollet del Vallès, Sant Fost and La Llagosta. Always in villages”29, he says calmly.
At this point, El Papa tells us about his jobs in an animated way. We asked him
if he feels fine, he agrees and says we can continue...
“I start working in a factory making pallets. I remained 7 years
there. After that, I worked for a time in a company of used
clothes, the articles of clothing were bought and they were sent
to Morocco to be resold."30
Suddenly, the atmosphere of the interview takes on a different aspect... El Papa
gets serious, he is quiet, but it seems as if there is something that bothers him.
Lowering the gaze and the voice he starts talking about his first wife. We notice a
sense of inhibition, it is difficult to him to explain what goes through his head, but
slowly he starts talking... He says that his wife came from a Catalan family and El
Papa felt accepted... "During the time I worked in a factory of pallets, I knew my first
wife. She worked in a bakery and I bought her the bread every day. We were married
for 4 years. It was my fault if it did not last. At that time I already had <<my
businesses>>. At the factory I earned between 900-1000€ and I wanted more. She
did not like my businesses and made me choose: either me or the other “thing”. But I
told her I would go on, I did not think she would leave me, but she went to her
parents' house..."31
After this chapter, he seems to be more relaxed and he gathers strength to
carry on talking . At this moment he introduces his second and current wife.
At 30, El Papa was married to his cousin full of love. He says that twice... As a
result of this marriage three children were born (a 9 years old girl and a 6 and a 3
years old boy). El Papa, with a broad smile, speaks with great pride

and much
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satisfaction about his children His speech gets fast again, he wants to talk about them
and he wants to tell us a lot of things. He outlines something from each one... “They
speak Catalan, they like studying and I like it because I did not do that. My children
can study. When they feel sick, I tell them that they won't be like me and I take them
to school”32; and folding his hands he continues... "I want my children to stay afloat
in their jobs, not like me. I want them to be teachers, doctors, lawyers or football
players, but the most important is that that they are good people"33. Our attention is
attracted by what he says about the minor child: "My mother says he looks like me. In
August we went to Nador and she said: You have a child like you”34, referring to the
minor is the naughtiest of all three. He said that wistfully, as if he felt sad
remembering his childhood days... With this comment, and making a subsequent
reflection while we are writing this story, we ask if his son could repeat the same
pattern as El Papa when he was a child and carry the bad person tag that went with
him

until adolescence and that

has been so difficult for him to leave behind. We

realize that the interview has come to the present. We start talking about day- to- day
things, about closer and current affairs and reflections about himself, his past and his
future...
_______________________________________________________________
"The first day in class I just looked at the school. I felt
comfortable. You go away from the gallery and you see a new
thing: new books, tables, chairs ...

Are there such things in

prison? I wondered."35
At this point of the interview, we introduce the topic of education in prison and
though we have spent a long time talking, El Papa continues as an open book, willing
to explain us all the feelings, thoughts, experiences and projects that come to his
mind regarding the school.
Until 2004, El Papa did not have any contact with the education system. Up
to then, he was neither interested nor had the need to learn or go to school. That
objective was not present in his life .His entry to prison closed the door of freedom for
him but it opened the door of education. It was a completely unknown world to him
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where his only memory was a hit to his body produced by a pomegranate stick. But
that was about to change...
His first imprisonment lasted 8 months. Just entering and being surrounded by
the sordid atmosphere you could breathe in the gallery. Quickly, his mates told him:
"Papa, for avoiding problems in the courtyard, sign you up at
school, set yourself to study."36
The first thought that comes to his mind when his mates say that is:
"I cannot, I have never gone to school!."37
When he says these words we understand what he really means: at that
moment he didn’t trust his own academic potential, he didn’t know what he could
reach.
However, following his mates advice, he signs up for the school and overexcited
he tells us:
“The first day in the classroom I was very nervous and shy , I
didn’t even know how to hold the pencil or how to write my
name. The school was very useful for me. When I was released in
2005 and was driving to Melilla, I was able to read the name of
the villages along the motorway!38”
This very first contact with the school opened for El Papa a new and unknown
world that he had not even imagined. But the academic experience lasted a little, only
the eight months he was imprisoned because in the street, he went back to his own
“businesses” and he never considered following his studies.
It won’t be until his second entry, on 2012, when just setting foot in La Model,
he submits an application to attend to school and that causes his second contact with
the academic environment. A little bit surprised, we ask him how come that during all
this years out in the street, between one entry and the other, he didn’t sign up for any
school and, looking backward, he tells us that he had other things in mind and he
wasn’t aware that he could study.
“In the street, you see the kids’ school and you think: what does
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He never had any connection with the school and never considered to study, but
in prison everything is different.
At the point of talking about which reasons motivate him to sign up for school,
he tells us: “The boys are all good but you see who comes to hang around and who
comes to learn. And few of them come to learn”40. We ask him again: “And which are
your reasons?.”41 And he tells us directly “If the school didn’t teach me anything, I
wouldn’t attend.”42 And in order to justify this answer, he adds: “Before, I didn’t know
anything at all but If you are not able to write your name, nobody will offer you a job.
The school is more important than the job.” What is the money worth for? I haven’t
studied and money is of little use to me. I lack something. I’ve got everything but
studies.”43
And thinking aloud, he says very proud of himself: “Before, I was ashamed of
asking, for example at the airport, what the signs meant”44, referring to flight
information, “...now, I can do it alone. Or I can text a message.

I’ve learnt a lot

here.”45
We’ve already been a long time together and the feeling of comfort between El
Papa and us is total. We’ve talked a lot and about a lot of things and it seems that,
although our talk is reaching the end, we could prolong it because we all feel relaxed.
Even, for a moment, we feel as we could be teleported to a bar terrace in la
Barceloneta. However the unbearable cold and the expected interruptions bring us
back to reality and make us realize where we are, in La Model.
At this point, we ask him directly what he likes and what he dislikes about the
school, the classmates, the teachers... His answer is convincing:
“What can I say, I like everything. In the school people behave in
a different way than in the gallery. Teachers are the best of
everything, you learn a lot from them. In the school everything is
good. We’re a little family.”46
Listening to his words, we could think that the interviewee is giving a politically
correct answer because, in this case, teachers and interviewers are the same. But
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insisting a little and asking him to mention the aspects he dislikes and could be
improved, we notice that, maybe thanks to the mutual confidence, he reveals:
“I like what we do in class but we could do more maths. And
three months without school is too much (meaning the summer
holidays), time hangs heavy in the gallery.”47
And when we talk about the activities, he remembers the ones he enjoyed and
the ones from he learnt the most, a part from literacy skills, which are the basic skills
to assimilate any contents, we see that the activities which have been more significant
to him, are the “manipulative” ones. From them he has learnt by experiencing and
have provided him with a direct knowledge; he mentions some examples: “I enjoyed
learning about the volcano, the lava, the tsunami. I also enjoyed the village and the
recycling activities. I didn’t know anything about temperature and now I do. One more
thing!”48.
He makes a very interesting reflection about individual learning:
“I enjoy doing things alone, I don’t like being helped. You have to try by
yourself and it is not so crucial if you sometimes do wrong. You may need help for
some things, but you need to learn some other alone.”49
Learning from mistakes! That means he has the basic knowledge to correct
himself. He didn’t even know how to hold a pen or write his name and now he can
learn from his own mistakes.
After 14 months of being enrolled, his shyness, fear, insecurity, low self-esteem
... in the classroom have disappeared. This can be reflected in comments such as:
“Now I advise the new colleagues in the gallery to join in the school” or “When we are
in class and I see a new classmate, I remember how I was when I started” or “I like
to help and take care for those who know less because they remind me how I felt at
the beginning.”
Transcribing these phrases on our computer, we cannot avoid looking at each
other, smiling and feeling proud to have been part of this process. We remind images
and past situations in the classroom where students ask for help to El Papa and seek
his opinion. He spells words to his classmates, writes the name on a new student’s
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folder who does not grab a pencil properly and when he speaks, the others listen to
him. He has become an important figure in the classroom and this is very important
for him, he likes it.
Do you understand now why we call him El Papa?
When we get to the final thoughts, and we want to know if the experience of
going to school in prison has had or will have some change in El Papa’s future, and if
it has given him a second chance, our student pronounces such beautiful words:
“The school will not help me to find a job it simply will help me.
It makes me feel good to read.
It's too late to change and look for a job but school helps me
personally.
I like going to school and it's good for me.
I feel better than before, I have not only learnt how to read and
write but how to behave as well.
It is too late to be a lawyer but it is not to feel better.”50
This brings us to the end. The evening falls and cold begins to get into our
bones, but we are exultant for the job done.
We cannot end the interview without talking about the future; his future outside
these walls; his future on the street without his "businesses”; his future at home;
surrounded by his wife and children, who grow up very quickly and a new future with
brand-new knowledge...
With an attitude of repentance he shows by lowering the gaze and the voice, he
tells us:
“A Berber proverb goes: “The more you have, the more you
want!”, and this made me realize that I was tired to live off drugs.
I don’t want easy money. My children grow up very quickly and
I’m going to have big problems with my family.”51
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It is then when we ask him about his family’s opinion about him going to school
in prison. He answers smiling and imitating his 9 years old daughter : “Very well
father, very well! What are you studying?”52 And his answer to her: “Do you
remember Sara the first time you went to P3 (first kinder garden level that starts at
the age of 3)? It’s the same. I’m 33 years old and I’ve started school like a child.”53
And with this answer, he makes us understand that he and his family are very
proud of what he is doing in prison.
“And when you leave here? What about this new world you have discovered?
Will you continue your studies out of prison?” We realize that we are anxious about
our task in the school, whether it will be useful outside the walls but we will have to
wait for an answer.
We know it is not easy to go free and join a school for adults to continue what
he has begun here. A 42 years old man, with a family, some saved money, and past
experiences, will see the need for it?
And to our surprise and gratitude he answers: "When I leave prison, I will take
my children to school and I will go myself. Instead of going to the bar, I will learn, ¡It
is true!. My wife doesn’t need it, she can read and write ... I have to learn too.”54
With these words, he tries to show us that the task he started inside will prove
useful outside.
With this positive idea, we said goodbye to El Papa. We thank him for his
selfless participation in the interview. We have spent over two hours and we could go
on talking, but our duties compel us to say goodbye until the next day.
Walking slowly on the way to the gallery we say: "It has been nice talking to
you". He returns us the compliment with a broad smile. He feels proud we choose him
among a number of students to participate in this experience.
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“Para mí, antes ir a la escuela era ir al infierno. Ahora es el futuro, lo mejor de todo, lo es todo.”
El Papa means The daddy.
3
Popular name which is known the Men's Prison in Barcelona.
4
“Estoy bien, no pasa nada, estoy tranquilo.”
5
“Era buen hombre, era buen hombre...”
6
“...No como yo... yo era malo, muy malo. Bueno, eso es lo que me cuenta mi madre.”
7
“Era malo.”
8
“Era malo.”
9
“Allí en Marruecos, si tienes dinero puedes tener más de una mujer!!”
10
“Para ir a la escuela, 10Km andando es mucho.”
11
“Yo ya era mayor para estudiar pero mi hermano pequeño sí que fue y estudió bien. Ahora tiene una
tienda en Nador y es el único de los hermanos que sigue en Marruecos, los otros nos vinimos a España.”
12
“...Pero yo, de pequeño era malo, muy malo y no hacía caso a mi padre.”
13
“Cuando pasó eso, mi padre me pegó bien. A él no le gustaba que la gente viniera a quejarse. Mi padre
era bueno, la gente venía a pedirle consejo y hacía que la gente se separase, si se estaban peleando.”
14
“Tienes que estudiar y tienes que rezar.”
15
“Com a l’escola Corànica? Però no ens has dit que no havies anat mai a l’escola?.”
16
“Magrana” (in Catalan).
17
“Yo mentía a mi padre. Sólo fui una semana a la mezquita a estudiar. Me levantaba a las 8 de la
mañana para ir a la mezquita como todos mis hermanos, pero me escondía en la esquina, no entraba.
¿Por qué no entraba? Porque el primer día me porté mal y el Iman que era malo, me pegaba con un
palo, con un palo de “magrana”. Me pegaba fuerte. Por eso dejé de ir a la escuela, porque era como
entrar en el infierno.”
18
“Aún me acuerdo de él, me acuerdo de él, no recuerdo su nombre, pero me acuerdo de él...”
19
“Cuando se enteró mi padre, esta vez no me pegó. Me dijo que si no quería estudiar, tenía que
trabajar. Empecé a trabajar con unos 12-13 años en el campo, en la agricultura, sembrando patatas,
cebollas, zanahorias...”
20
“Si hubiera tenido estudios, me meto a polícia, médico... No hubiera venido aquí (a Catalunya). Mi idea
no era acabar así, pero nunca se sabe qué hubiera pasado. A lo mejor habría entrado (referint-se a la
presó) por otra cosa.”
2

21

“Yo quiero que salgas bien. No quiero dinero. Si me muero, ¿qué tienes tú? El dinero es tuyo.”
“Cuando se muere mi padre, yo cojo la responsabilidad de todo. Soy como un padre para mi familia, yo
he trabajado para ellos.”
23
“...Una mujer sencilla de campo que no aprendió ni a leer ni a escribir...”
24
“Él está en Francia con su familia. No tengo su teléfono, pero cuando vamos de vacaciones a Dar
Kabdane y coincidimos, siempre nos vemos...”
25
“No eras así, has cambiado mucho.”
26
“Però, en què havies canviat? Per què t’ho deien?.”
22
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“¿Os acordáis de las personas que molestaba cuando iban en burro? Pues hace unos 5 o 6 años, me
encontré a un hombre de aquellos. Lo saludé y le pedí perdón. También le di dinero para comprar
comida. Y él me perdonó. Me dijo que había cambiado.”
28
“Soy bereber y he ayudado a mucha gente, si tienen un hijo malo les doy dinero, la gente me quiere
un montón, yo he hecho mucho por la gente del pueblo.”
29
“Siempre he vivido en pueblos del Vallès Oriental: en Mollet del Vallès, La Llagosta y Sant Fost.
Siempre en pueblos.”
30
“Y empiezo a trabajar en una fábrica haciendo palés. Allí estoy 7 años. Después de la fábrica de palés,
trabajé un tiempo en una empresa de ropa usada, se compraba la ropa y se llevaba a Marruecos para
volverla a vender.”
31
“Durante el tiempo que trabajé en la fábrica de palés, conocí a mi primera mujer. Ella trabajaba en una
panadería y yo le compraba el pan cada día. Estuvimos casados por el juzgado durante 4 años. Yo tuve la
culpa. Entonces ya tenía “mis negocios”. En la fábrica cobraba entre 900-1000€ y yo quería más. A ella
no le gustaban mis negocios y me hizo escoger: o yo, o lo otro. Pero le dije que yo iba a seguir así, no
pensaba que me dejaría, pero se fue a casa de sus padres....”
32
“Parlen català, els agrada i m´agrada que estudien, porque yo no lo hice. Mis hijos pueden estudiar.
Cuando se ponen malos les digo que no van a ser como yo y los llevo al cole.”
33
”Yo quiero que mis hijos salgan en su oficio, no como yo. Quiero que sean profesor, médico, abogado o
futbolista. Pero lo más importante es que sean buenas personas.”
34
“Mi madre dice que sale como yo. En agosto fueron a Nador y me dijo: tienes un hijo igual que tú.”
35
“El primer día en clase sólo miraba la escuela. Me sentí cómodo. Sales de la galería y ves una cosa
nueva: libros, mesas, sillas… ¿En la cárcel hay esas cosas?.”
36
“Papa, para evitar problemas en el patio, apúntate a la escuela, ponte a estudiar.”
37
“Papa, para evitar problemas en el patio, apúntate a la escuela, ponte a estudiar.”
38
“El primer día en clase estaba nervioso, tímido, no sabía ni cómo coger el lápiz. No sabía escribir ni mi
nombre. La escuela me sirvió mucho. Cuando salí en el año 2005, por la autopista cuando bajaba a
Melilla con el coche, ¡podía leer el nombre de los pueblos!.”
39
“En la calle, ves la escuela de los niños y piensas ¿qué tengo que estudiar yo?.”
40
“Los chavales, todos son buenos pero se nota quien viene a pasar el tiempo y quien viene a aprender.
Y pocos vienen a aprender.”
41
I quins són els teus motius?.”
42
“Si la escuela no me enseña nada, no vendría a clase.”
43
“Antes no sabía nada de nada. Si no sabes escribir ni tu nombre, no te van a dar trabajo. la escuela es
más importante que el trabajo. ¿Para qué vale el dinero? Yo no he estudiado y de qué me sirve el dinero.
Me falta algo. Tengo de todo menos estudios.”
44
“Antes, me daba vergüenza preguntar, por ejemplo en el aeropuerto, que ponía allí...”
45
“…Ahora puedo hacerlo solo. O escribir un mensaje en el móvil. Aquí dentro he aprendido mucho.”
46
“Que te voy a explicar, todo me gusta. La gente se comporta diferente en la escuela que en la galería.
En la escuela hay respeto. Los maestros son lo mejor que hay, aprendes mucho con ellos. En la escuela
todo es bueno. Somos una pequeña familia.”
47
“Me gusta lo que hacemos en clase pero podríamos hacer más matemáticas. Y tres meses sin colegio
es mucho tiempo, se hace muy largo en la galería.”
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“Me gustó aprender lo del volcán, lo de la lava. El tsunami. Aprendí de manera directa. El pueblo y el
reciclaje también me gustó. Y no sabía lo de la temperatura y ahora sí. ¡Una cosa más!”.
49
“Me gusta hacer cosas solo, porque si me ayudan, mal. Tienes que intentarlo porque si lo haces mal no
pasa nada. Hay cosas que te tienen que ayudar, pero hay otras que tienes que aprender solo”.
50
“La escuela no me servirá para buscar trabajo pero me servirá para mí.
Me hace sentir bien poder leer.
Ya es tarde para cambiar y buscar trabajo pero la escuela me ayuda a nivel personal.
Me ha gustado ir a la escuela y es bueno para mí.
Me siento mejor que antes, no sólo he aprendido a leer y a escribir; yo no sabía como tenía que
comportarme y he aprendido todo esto.
Para ser abogado es tarde pero para sentirme mejor, no lo es”.
51
“Un refrán bereber dice, “Mientras más tienes, más quieres”, y antes de esta entrada en la cárcel me di
cuenta que ya estaba bien vivir de la droga. Ya no quiero más dinero fácil. Mis hijos ya están grandes.
Voy a tener problemas con la familia”.
52
“¡Papa, muy bien papa, muy bien! ¿Y qué estudias?”.
53
“…Y yo le respondo, ¿tú te acuerdas, Sara, de la primera vez que fuiste a P3 (Primer nivell d’educació
infantil que comença als 3 anys).? Pues yo igual. Con 33 años he empezado la escuela… como un niño
pequeño”.
54
“Cuando salga, como tengo tiempo, dejo a los niños en la escuela y luego voy yo para allí. En vez de
estar en el bar, voy a aprender a la escuela, ¡es verdad! Mi mujer no lo necesita, ella ya sabe leer y
escribir… yo tengo que aprender”.
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Secret
The convicted was quite skeptical during the first interview. In spite of that he
was a volunteer, he was closed, giving short answers. Such behavior is typical for
somebody with distance to the representatives of justice and others who try to
contact him. Such behavior depends on the character of the crime committed and on
the whole court proceedings. Our interviewer was sentenced for 25 years in prison, for
a very particular crime. He killed a man. According to the polish jurisdiction and
criminal code a person who killed, can try to get out of the prison none less than 15
years, of serving the time in. The punishment for him will fully expire after 21 years
from now. This kind of crime is particularly stigmatized by the society and the
criminals as well.
Additional reason to keep the distance, lack of will to speak or openly express
him-self is caused by the activity of the press for the case. The case was on the top on
the national news due to its cruel character. In the journals and TV were broadcasting
materials full of criticism of the criminal. Some of the stories of his life were
exaggerated or not true at all, he stated. He started the prison school one year ago.
Currently he is in the second class (the secondary school level). The decision of
further education in imprisonment was made, while still on remand. Marek was born
in a small village in Podlasie. There are about 40 habitats.
“They all know each other.”
“At least they recognize their faces.”
“I used to live with my parents in a detached house, no so far
from the main square.”
“I had close distance to everywhere, to school, to the village
center.”
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“In that times it was cool to live with parents, on the one hand,
on the other, as well known, we had nothing. In shops was
shortage of food, clothes and so on.”
Convicted who is 31 years old, remembers and memories in the way, the times
of polish reality of the '70, '80 and '90 of the last century. The times of economy of
scarcity of goods on the market. In the 1989 Poland went through the economical and
political changes, as a side effect, many house holds lost their social security in the
form of employment. For the parents to cover their essentials, including free of pay
education and health services, it was very hard. The parents were rather moderately
wealthy. They had house with gas, water and electricity.
“Everything was good. Dad was driving a tractor in the factory
near by. He worked there whole life. Thirty years. Till to the
pension. Mother first worked in the hospital. Later, she took care
of the children.”
“I have two sisters. Both are doing well. The younger, when I
lived there, was in full education. She left primary school1 and so
on.”
“The second, younger, was studying further. The older has
obtained the diploma of nurse with specialization of surgery
assistance.”
On the question what is doing nurse surgery assistant?
“She assists at labor.”
In this instant the convicted begins to be more, opened like more happy to
participate the interview. So then I get back to the question about the atmosphere at
home and probability of unwanted events. He dined any negative behaviors from his
parents or neighborhood. I asked him about a situation (event) which had the most
influence on him. Something which comes on its own in his mind for first. Is it positive
or negative thing?
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“Bad from childhood. It was one from my place, my uncle killed
himself.”
“How he did it, I did not see. I was eight at the time. We all were
sitting at home. I mean, the adults were at the table, and then he
did it in the kitchen. He stabbed him self in the heart. I can
recollect it all the time. When only somebody asks me for a bad
recollection this is it. It was a family party we were all at the
table. An ordinary dinner. Granny was at the table, mother was
to”
It was known why?
“He was drunk. He could not cope...was in prison. Had issues with
alcohol...different issues. He had not family, he was lonely.”
After a moment, with a wide smile, with no hesitation mare said.
“A good time. Christmas time. Every year it was the most
expected day in my life. Everything was so awesome in it. The
expectancy. Today, now, we have everything, but those days?
Well known. Nothing in the shops. During the festivities, you
know, for a child, sweeties, packets, Santa, at home everything in
abundance...as for Christmas. I can remember it, so special, and
now the family reunion, dinner and the end. The drifting apart.”
Later, in order to get closer with the personality of the convicted, we passed to
the questions about his relationship with friends. We were keen toknow how he was
as a kid, a teenager. Had he a group of peers. Pals from the back yard. Were they
organizing together social life.
“No rather no. I did not belong to any pack. I had very rigorous
father, he did not let me play too much. He was not letting me to
go out or something like that.”
“For the first discotheque, it was not that he agreed. I jumped
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from the window, I crossed the veranda and ran past. I was about
fourteen.”
About the school he talks relayed and with kind of distance. They do not trigger
any particular enthusiasm.
“In the school I did not have any difficulties. I do not know when
I look at
it from the perspective of time, I was not keen to study. I did not
feel this
kind of need. I could manage to be promoted from class to class.”
“I was studying in the same school from the beginning. All the
time. Sometimes I was going to sanatorium as I was suffering
asthma. In that school was cool. I was studying here and there/
What ever. We were going to the ice ring. There learned skiing. It
was super. Small groups. All of us cool” - ,,My school was very
big. Around 20 hundred people. My class was named K.”2
In the village they were four schools. In my school they were not going crazy
for studying. They were coming to cobble something together at the classes and going
away. They were not very demanding for the pupils neither.
The easiest way for everyone to score “wee three” and go on3. They not do to
much. To be invisible, for them it was comfortable solution. For me ass well after all. I
did not have to study.
“After the primary school, it was more up to my dad then me. To
not tin vent to much but to go for apprenticeship4. So I went for
to become a locksmith. Could I find a job in the profession? I
mean, in the factory the biggest in our village. The ply board
factory. But I could not imagine my self working like that. It was
apprenticeship school. I was in the factory. But I still now do not
have a clue what it was about. I know nothing about the
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locksmith profession. I had work experience in the factory, I was
fixing the big saws, which are unique for the factory, nowhere
else. Such education does not any sense. Where will I find a job?
How many are needed like it”. (like me?)
In 2006 the convicted moved to Warsaw. He found a job. He met a girlfriend.
He set up a family. They rent a flat together with sister and partner. Everything
looked all right. However, all the time he was hiding a terrible secret.
“Now as an adult person, I see, it was a wrong choice.”
“I had to have a job. But some changes came and the factory
went bankrupt”. “At school I was only twice per week.”
“He was looking at the attendance list, putting in the wee three
and banishing away.”
“Why I started the prison school?”
“Conviction.”
The convicted was sentenced 25 years in prison for murder. He is a person who
was hurt in his childhood at the age of 13. He was raped during holidays, staying at
his relatives. He did not say about it to anybody. He was hiding it all the time. He was
upset with his parents and others that nobody has done anything with it that they
could not understood the problem. From then on the educational issues appeared. The
parents are not aware, till today about. They are in their '70s and I do not know how
to feel it. In the schools opinion from that period there is a note about the change of
the behavior when this happened, I fully blamed them. Since here I was unbearable. I
was always against it. Even when I came here I started to pursue pedophiles.
Something blew up inside of me. Something snapped when my child was born.
School.
“What am I lacking? A knowledge. I am lacking a knowledge. I
wish to know a lot. The brain is not working a use to, but I try
hard.”
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“I want to know about all of it why I did it. Why did it happen. I
want to obtain the knowledge. To understood it all to be good
person. Some of them do not pay attention at school at all. They
came here just in order to get a good opinion. I know my
sentence. But I want to get the knowledge. Complete the
secondary school, then afterwards to start the university. I know
how long left. I know a lot already. But I want more. Literacy,
history, mathematics, now everything seems important, to be
learned.”
“I do not want to crack over my fate. I want to study. To have a
better off with my life.”

1

In Poland before the school reforms the primary school was from P1-P8.
In the polish schooling system the parallel classes are distinguished by the letter of alphabet: A,B,C...in
his school it was up to eight or even ten parallel (the same age pupils) classes.
3
In Poland at the time the interviewee was in education the scale of assessment was from ,,5” the
highest and the lowest ,,2” insufficient. ,,3” is just enough to be promed.
4
At that time the schools where divided in three main streams: secondary school (general education,
giving possibility to pass the maturity certificate and continuing the higher education at university),
technical school (specialized education, technical professional <with apprenticeship> possibility to pass
the maturity certificate and continuing study at university), apprenticeship school giving professional
training, focused on practice knowledge.
2
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Education for freedom
I was born in Bursa in 1987. I have been living in Turkey since birth. I am living
alone at present for school, but my family is living in Bursa.
I can say that I had a normal childhood. Playing with my friends on the streets
and climbing trees are the primary memories that I remember. Apart from that I liked
going to village a lot. During my school years, I went three different schools. I can say
that I had beneficial school years.
I have remembrance of friend chats from my school years. Apart from those, I
was listening the lessons. I was very happy that I would have free time at home after
school.
To be successful is very important for me. The reading ceremonies, the
graduation parties that I attended after finishing my schools are the important
memories I have. I never had an idea of leaving school. I am looking forward to
return my university education, which I had to pause as I am here.
My aim is to finish my school at the shortest time and I don’t have negative
ideas about the future. I think that I will be successful after finishing the school. I
attended the hairdresser course in the prison. Normal schools are free settings.
Courses are the settings where I feel closest to freedom.
At the beginning my aim was to spend time and to learn new things but later I
understood that the courses are not only for spending free time. I think that I can
learn a profession in prison and I can earn Money from that outside.
In addition, the teachers at courses know showing respect and sympathy. They
make me relieve and enjoy during the courses, at the same time they are productive
and motivating. The courses are preventing us from giving in.
My family is also supporting me to attend the courses. Thanks to the courses I
will be able to cover my school expenses by myself and the fields that I can work is
differentiating.
43

Life Stories – Turkey
Second Chance, Grundtvig 2013-15
Gebze Halk Eğitimi Merkezi
Gebze Closed Women Prison

Fatih Demirci
Melike Çakır
Education for freedom

Fatih Demirci
I

am

affected

in

a

negative

way

from

the

Melike Çakı
dissatisfaction

and

disrespectfulbehaviors of some trainees during the course. In my opinion, learning is
in a person’s own hand. People can learn better by practicing. Moreover, we need to
be provided the necessary materials fort he courses but in some courses we do not
have enough materials and this affects our learning process negatively.
Finally, thanks to these courses, our working alternatives are differentiating and
our chance f finding job in our normal life is getting higher. I think that, by this way, it
will be easier for me to ear Money and attain the life I expect, so I consider these
courses as a second chance.
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Education is a Misery
This is how 25-year old Dmitry can describe all his attempts to study at first in
basic school, then in boarding school for children with behavioral problems and prison
school. He immediately agreed to an interview, saying that he would like to share his
negative attitude to education
“I hate the word school studying itself”

1

Whereupon added chuckling, that such opinion wouldn't be interesting for me.
Those incredulous tension and note of cynicism at the beginning later changed
to more relaxed and honest way of speaking. I understood it as started hearing the
note of resentment, pain and disappointment in his voice.
Dmitry was born in Narva. His parents abused alcohol, led extremely antisocial
life, lost their apartment and lived in a country house with their three children. Dmitry
explained their fall by plight: his father abused alcohol, his mother moved to Estonia
from Belarus and later considered the broken relations with her relatives one of the
reasons for the rapid involvement in alcoholism too. Dmitry was the first child in the
family, his brothers were almost the same age - one was born 6 months later and
another one 3 years later.
Dmitry only remembers that he always was a senior child, who had to be
responsible for others – take them to kindergarten and bring them back. One of his
first memories is about a Christmas performance in the kindergarten when teachers
did give him a role, although he really wanted to learn a poem.
"Now I know why - adds Dmitry - I was always dressed poorly,
and my mom wouldn't make a fancy dress for me."2
But this is the only initiative that Dmitry recalled . Never again he volunteered
for any activities in kindergarten or at school.
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Another early recollection was his escape from the kindergarten in his last year
there. All his classmates had gone to school, but he was left for one year more as
unprepared for school. He was walking through the city, climbing to the most closed
corners, such as construction and played there on his own. These games he
remembers as a very pleasant pastime.
He didn't want to go even to the first grade of primary school, he could
remember nothing but a screaming class teacher from that time. When he was in the
third grade their family lost their apartment and they had to move to a summer
house. Neither him nor his brother wanted to walk a long way to the school, but
preferred to stay outside playing. Their parents punished them physically, so he
started to lie and teach his brother to lie as well.
His past is long endless years of his feeling to being forced to learn. Because of
his truancy he was sent to a shelter that left mostly warm memories. There worked
his teacher from the kindergarten who was taken care of him, choosing better clothes
and telling him stories at night. But when he was forced to do homework or go to
school again he wanted nothing but escape. The entire period of primary school is
divided into two parts: a pleasant stay on the streets playing and frustration to be
forced to go to school.
"Of course, I was very naughty at school: I began to bully the
teacher hoping to be kicked out from the class."3
Then he made friends on the streets who taught to smoke, use toxic substances
and beg. The money received from the "pious" people was spent for cigarettes and
glue.
“It was easy to get money when I was a little kid, but when I
grew older, I taught my younger brothers to beg.”4
There were plenty of juvenile committees held and in the 7th grade Dmitry was
finally sent on compulsory education.
He barely can remember teachers in specialized school.
"I didn't pay much attention to them, but the lack of freedom
46

Life Stories – Estonia
Second Chance, Grundtvig
Psühholoogilise Abi Keskus
2013-15
Ida-Virumaa
„Ariadna“
Kutsehariduskeskus

Natalja Skvortsova
Education is a Misery
Fatih Demirci

Melike Çakı
perceived as a prison. At first I wanted to run away, but then
realized that it was just necessary to follow the rules for getting
out. Most of the time I was sitting in the class, sometimes doing
something that I even liked, with my only hope to be let loose. As
a result, I passed to the next grade. Then truancy again and
finally when all gave up I was sent to the 8th grade to study
masonry in a group where nobody finished basic school. Thence I
went to jail.”5
Several years he refused to finish the basic school, "I felt sick at the very
thought of school" . But inactivity and unbearable monotony in prison motivated him
6

to try again. He endured six months. Dmitri could understand nothing, got annoyed
and irritated very quickly, and soon noticed that did everything to be locked in solitary
confinement rather than go to school. And since such effects made it impossible to
apply for parole, he decided that it was better to drop out the school .
When I shared with him the feedback of other interviewees that prison school
could help to obtain the practical knowledge Dmitri did not deny it, but stressed that
"not everyone could be a scholar" and he personally is not able to learn. On my
question if he does not believe in himself at all, he sadly replied: "Probably ..."
And after a pause added that teachers were not able to deal with his annoyance
and irritation, and he is not able either in order to get education. Then resentfully
began to justify his choice, telling stories of other educating prisoners whose life is not
at all better. And that a profession does not guarantee decent job and decent money.
The whole world is vile and evil so it is pointless to make plans and spend time for
learning. Said he does not believe that something good is waiting for him, so he will
try to take what he wants (a family, a car and a lot of money) away from this world.
He wants to have a family, a car and a lot of money implies the presence of the
family, really wants to have a car.
In his story pain alternated with anger, and at some point he added that my
questions only confused him and he did not want to think about the future. He had
long ago realized that any plans are useless and one should live for today. He said
that girls he ever liked were looking for money only and it encouraged him to commit
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crime. Everything in this world is base on financial and material interest, he always
lacked.
When I invited him to image his future without crime, doing something, being
somebody, he imagined himself living in a big rich country (e.g. USA) and working as
a trucker. He saw roads, highways, black musicians playing songs and smoking
weeds, then snapped that he doesn't speak English and will never learn it, because he
is hopeless and incapable earn the necessary means.
Most of all I didn't want to let him go so tensed after last two hours of our
interview. I didn't want him to seek oblivion and told him two stories that I heard
from other interviews: about fifteen-year long road to the desired and regained selfesteem from successful studies.
"Well, maybe I have not reached that point yet,"7 - said Dmitry and smiled.
I thanked him for his story and honesty, he thanked me for the opportunity to
speak honestly as he felt in return.

“ненавижу даже сами слова школа, учеба”
“Теперь я знаю, почему не взяли, добавляет Дмитрий,- я плохо одевался, и мне бы мама не
сделала бы костюм.”
3
“Я, конечно, еще тот хулиган был: в класс приведут, я начинаю изводить учителя, в надежде, что
меня выгонят.”
4
“Деньги хорошо давали пока я был маленьким, но в один год как-то ростом вытянулся, и тогда уже
учил попрошайничать своих братьев.”
5
“когда все сдались - меня после 8 класса отправили в училище учиться на каменщика в группу,
где никто не закончил основную школу. Оттуда и попал в тюрьму.”
6
“просто от одной мысли от школы – тошно становилось.”
7
“Ну может быть, у меня не пришло еще это время.”
1
2
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Looking for a better life
The inmate I have talked with is a middle aged Albanian guy. He has grey hair
and beard and a quite seraphic look. It’s difficult to understand if his calm is due to a
particular trust in the justice or for full awareness of his guilt. Or both. He accepts to
talk with me of his life and his relationship with the school inside and outside the
prison. I will try to write down the most important events of his very experienced life.
He was born in Lac, Albania, 48 years ago. His parents were poor but honest
people and since his adolescence he had to work to help his family to get by. It was a
very difficult period for his family during the communist regime. His grandfather was
an opponent of the communist party and he was killed (by communists) because he
did not want to give a field (of his property) to the regime. They killed him and took
the field. For this reason, his father first and then the other components of his family
were cut off (namely, ostracized) from the social life of Lac. No one could help an
enemy of the regime. His wishes as well were spoiled by this political situation. In fact
his favourite and recurring dream was to play in the football team of the city.
Unfortunately he could just play with a ball in the street with other children, who were
mostly sons of other ostracized parents. For him and his family communism meant
isolation, poverty, hunger. He remembers that a pair of trousers had to last even for
three years. They couldn’t follow the current fashion! It has been a very hard period.
He attended school in Lac until he was 21 years old. School has always been a
very good opportunity to learn new things and know other people. He was happy
when he was in the classroom with his classmates. Problems began when he grew up
and he started to work to help his family. In fact, because of his grandfather, he found
a job at 10 kilometres away from Lac. In the city no one could help the grandson of a
political dissident. So he started working during the morning and attending school in
the afternoon, three times a week. Working and studying at the same time was very
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tiring, especially, if you consider that he had to walk 10 kilometres before arriving at
school. When he began working in the suburbs of Lac, he used to walk or hitch a ride
to someone passing near by with a car or a cart. Some years later he bought a bike
and the way to school was less hard to travel.
He has many memories of that period. He looks nostalgic when he tells about
the days when he was a student. The school used to start at 8:30 and it lasted until
13:30. He remembers the teachers and how strict they were towards the pupils.
Sometimes the teachers even beat students with a wooden stick. The most frightening
of them was the mathematics teacher. Anyway, he says that no teacher touched him
at all. Not because he was a model student, only because if it had happened he would
have told everything to his parents. Moreover the mathematics teacher was a close
friend of his father.
His family supported him and took part in his school life. Both mother and
father went to talk with his teachers during the school year. When he did something
very bad, his mother went to school in order to settle down the situation.
After school, he used to come back home for lunch. In the afternoon he used to
play football in the street with his friend or, when the weather was pleasant
, he used to go to the river for swimming. They stopped playing at 6 or 7 in
evening and he still had time for homework before dinner.
He got on well with his classmates. He had a lot of fun in the classroom. He has
kept in touch with most of them, who, just like him, emigrated to Germany, England
and Italy.

It was the happiest period of his life, but there was poverty, there was

communism, there was no chance to change his economical situation in Albania. It
was time to go abroad to look for new opportunities and a new life.
Anyway he didn’t leave the school to go to some other countries but, because of
the muster, he had to join the Albanian army for two years, in the boundary between
Serbia and Albania. It has been for him a hard but also formative period. Since he has
always been a hard worker, he was ready for it, both physically and psychologically.
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When he performed the duty of the military service he realized that he was in need of
a job. He did not care what kind of job. So he started working as the assistant of a
very good plumber of Lac. He did that work for two years. Then he decided to take his
chances off Albania, in another European country.
He was 21 years old when he left Lac for the first time. Greece, 30 years ago,
was a great nation with great expectations to improve the life of a serious worker. He
found a job in a very large factory in Athens. He worked there several years until he
decided to come to Italy.
It was in 2003 that he went to Italy. Obviously like a clandestine. He was able
to regularize his position only one year later. It has been all terribly bureaucratic and
difficult. In fact with the Italian law of that time a person could have a regular visa
just if he had got a regular employment contract and could have a regular
employment contract just if he had got a regular visa. A new version of the liar’s
paradox!
Anyway he arrived in Tuscany where he worked as day labourer in the field for
the olives and grape harvest. In order to regularize his situation (with the Italian law)
he paid 10000 euros to his employer, part of which was sent to a kind of work-office
of the central police station and the prefecture to accelerate the folder. The prefecture
gave him a permission to ask to the Italian embassy in Albania a temporary visa of 9
month to stay in Italy. He had to repeat this procedure for two times (the other times
without going back to Albania to get the visa).
He worked many years in Italy before moving to England with his family. He
lived in Oxford where he attended school for foreign people, to learn English. Probably
he wasn’t happy, neither in England. After a while he started to think of the American
dream, to cross the Ocean to look for fortune in the USA. Something must have gone
wrong. Because of some problems with his documents (he has never specified which
kind of problems) the police arrested him for the first time at the London Airport.
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I don’t ask him how was his relationship with justice, with prison, with
everything that happened to put him in a jail. I just ask him which differences he
found between the ordinary school he attended in Albania and school in prison.
There are some important differences between the school outside and the
school inside a custodial structure: learning is not the only and the main reason to
come every day to school. During an ordinary day in prison he has 2 pseudo-free
periods, one in the morning and one in the afternoon. A person can stay with the
others inmates in the afternoon. The school in the morning is a good chance to meet
someone different from the habitual group. A moment of social and psychological
evasion. He comes to school first of all to break the monotony of the prison life. When
he wakes up and sees the sun high and warm in the sky it is difficult for him to decide
to come to school. He sometimes prefers going to the courtyard to play cards or ping
pong with the others. Anyway, if did not come to school he would feel guilty. The
school, since his childhood has been a holy institution. It helps to enlarge his
psychological horizons, especially in a jail where the physical horizon is restricted by
deep walls and cold iron bars. For this reason, his favourite subject is Geography. He
likes to discover (even if only with a picture) new mountains, new rivers, new cities
far from here. He likes even Maths and English but more for their usefulness than for
other. He says that English for him is just a revision because he lived in England for 2
years (from 2000 until 2002) and he has already studied English in that period.
The classmates as well are different. In the school in Lac, he could choose his
desk mate, his best friend. In this school the classmates are inmates of other cells.
Teachers (and he smiles when he tells it) are not as strict as his previous ones. They
don’t beat anyone and are very friendly towards “students”. They have a very
talkative approach in their lessons. Every student can express his point of view, his
ideas and his stories. Ordinary lessons, here, could be very boring. There are too
many experiences to share. He likes this way of teaching. And respects the teachers,
like when he was a child. He repeats “a teacher is always a teacher, both inside and
outside.”
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He considers the school as a duty, but not a duty imposed by others, a duty
towards the importance of this institution. When he told his daughters that he was
attending school they smiled. So he is happy to come and tries many times to
convince the other inmates to attend the prison school. When I ask him if attending
this school could change something in his future working life he shakes his head and
says: “Everything is possible...but I don’t think so”. He does not know if he will attend
another school when he goes out. For him, the most important thing outside, is to find
a job and stay with his daughters. He concluded our conversation saying to me:
“The school remains a very important chance to improve a
person, to improve myself”.
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Clever Boy
5. Part 1- Personal information
Clever Boy is born in Romania, village Gruia, County Mehedinti. He is 25 years
old and lived in the village almost all his life. He has one brother and one sister. He
has nice memories from the childhood, his face lightened when he is talking about
passing from kinder garden to school, about the final exam from 8th grade and about
his 18th Birthday. He had a happy childhood.

6. 2nd Part – school experience before prison
Clever Boy graduated 12th grade (high school), he studied until 8th grade in
village Gruia where he was born and the high school in nearby city Turnu Severin. He
reminds with pleasure about primary school being in the best class from the school
that also was considered to be one of the best classes in generations. He is
remembering well the competition between the children in class. He was a very good
student in high school also, better than many of his colleagues. He has many friends
from childhood, even from primary school. From the teachers that left a mark for him
was the primary school teacher. Family supported him financially and also moral.
Going to school and finishing the high school was a goal for him, because he wished a
job as auto-technician. Because he already finished compulsory education outside the
prison now he is only attending different vocational trainings such as: civic education
– saying that there are many differences between school outside prison and school in
prison (in a negative way for school in prison).

7. 3rd Part – school experience in prison
Clever Boy studied civic education and also health education. He is interested to
attend to the classes for certain benefits: learns new things, enriches his knowledge,
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contact with the teachers and other persons, they receive some benefits like extra
visits so that will count on the parole. He considered that in prison he didn’t learn new
things but he remembered what he learned when he was free. He has nice memories
about the school in prison; teachers are nice, explain for everybody, repeat each time
is needed. He is telling us and smiling.
In what concerns the way the classroom is organized he doesn’t have any
comment to make. He talks with his family about the classes he attends and he is
encouraged by them to finish. He recommends the courses also to his colleagues,
especially to those that did not finish school. He would be more interested in
specialized rooms, labs, and more adapted to the theme of the course. He wishes the
material base to be much bigger and small group activities.
School in prison has also positive aspects; you get extra visits, reminds things
learnt some time ago, diverse activity. But there are also negative aspects: bad
organization, the lack of materials, and lack of specialized classrooms.

8. 4th Part – final conclusions
Clever Boy considers that school in prison brings benefits to each participant.
He is hoping to find a job when he will get out from prison and then to go to college.
He really believes that school in prison is a second chance for many inmates and is
helping them in finding a job and offers also personal development.
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I study to get more knowledge
“I want to study something, a degree, but just for the sake of learning, not for finding a
job...my point of view is different than yours, I do it only for acquiring knowledge, not to have
qualifications in order to take up a job.”1

We have arranged to meet with a GES 22 student, we enter the library and,
while preparing the office for the interview, he browses in a box of books and takes
two of them: Difference between Democritean & Epicurean Philosophy, the Karl Marx
doctoral thesis, and Epicurius a biography about this philosopher written by Carlos
García Gual. He asks our opinion on from which of the two he will learn more about
Epicurus. Finally, and against our advice, he selects the Karl Marx thesis. We are his
science teacher and the librarian. From now on we will call him Karl.
Karl has always lived in the town where he was born, a municipality near
Barcelona, where people knew him. He’s the second youngest of seven brothers, and
lived in the family home until the age of 14. He is not very expressive and doesn’t tell
us much about his family, except that his father beat them all. Nevertheless, we
discover that his three sisters finished their studies, the older sister is a lawyer, and
the younger has gone to the university. His brothers have not completed their studies.
“I’m not like you, I have no childhood memories.”3
It wasn’t the first sentence he said, but it tells a lot about Karl’s early years. He
was a little, introvert boy who, since his first contact with the school, only conveys
feelings of loneliness and isolation. Listening to him and putting his words together,
we realize he does have some recollections: nine years of physical abuse and
naughtiness.
“The first day at school I run out. I remember the doorman
running after me along the corridors […]. I was a bad boy… I was
always alone in the schoolyard […]. The teachers and parents
used to say to the other children: Don’t mix with that one: he is a
56

Life Stories – Spain
Second Chance, Grundtvig 2013-15
CFA Jacint Verdaguer
CP Homes de Barcelona
CP Homes de Barcelona

Laia Castell
Eva Sala
I study to get more knowledge

bad boy.”4

Fatih Demirci
Melike Çakı

“I don’t know whether the others were beaten, but I was beaten a
lot (he means by the teachers) […] I remember Joaquín, a
teacher I drove mad… One day they took him away with a
straitjacket… I didn’t study much.”5
“I was the youngest one at school and they didn’t allow me to
repeat grade.”6
“They gave me the certificate and my mother wanted me to start
FP7. I lasted two days; I was a naughty boy all the time. We
emptied the fire extinguishers in the corridors the first day.”8
When he was 14, his father died and everything happened very quickly. He left
the school and the family home. He gets to know a girl and goes to live with her to a
squatters’ house. He enters the working world and starts coming and going from a
squatters’ house to another, later he shares a flat with friends…
While he doesn’t explain precisely when or how, he used and abused drugs
constantly. Although this condition and the fact of living out of his parents’ home does
not prevent him from keeping a good relationship with his mother and brothers. He
has been keeping this good relationship up to this moment, even if he doesn’t
mention it much.
“We are one.”9
We know that his family visit him regularly and they help him in any way they
can.
Along the entire interview he speaks about his educational trajectory without
recognizing the positive or negative influence, his family or other people had in his
life. It seems he does not want to blame anyone else but himself about the decisions
he has taken in his life, or the things –good or bad- that have happened to him.
“I’m in prison and that has nothing to do with my father.”10
His first job is “selling plants” by home-delivery. He remembers with a smile
how heavy the boxes were and, as he was young, how lovely the ladies found him.
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“They found me lovely because I was teeny [...], then they fired
me because I spent it all.”11
He immediately began working on the construction. He was taken into prison
when his daughter was nine months old. He enters in a young people’s prison for a
day – he says it was because of a fight. After seven years of being together he and his
wife got divorced, and despite his drug abuse he consolidates his position on the
construction. Karl does not want to talk about that period, not until he returns to the
studies he had left 20 years before, when he was 14 years old.
Change occurred when he was 36 years old. His teen daughter, whom he sees
every other weekend, asks for help with the homework, but Karl can’t help her. That’s
when he decides to find a tutor for math classes. He thinks that he should have more
knowledge than her daughter; he should be able to help her and solve her doubts.
When he started with tutorials, he realized he could not keep up with her daughter,
she would always know more than him; besides she's interested in arts and letters
while he’s interested in science. Nevertheless he enrols in an adult school, because he
realizes that studying makes him feel better.
“I want to study something, a degree, but just to learn, not to
find a job...my point of view is different than yours, I do it only
for acquiring knowledge, not to have qualifications in order to
take up a job.”12
What started being a specific need becomes a personal motivation to improve.
Therefore, as we will see, he will continue his studies despite all the impediments.
He enrols in an adult school to study in the afternoon and, to be able to attend
classes, he has to talk to his boss:
“I will not come in the afternoon because I go to study”13.
That makes us think he should have a good relationship with his boss and a
recognized position in the company, because at first they respected his free-afternoon.
He had a serious back injury, but he did everything to work and attend classes.
When he finished his job he was just on time to have a shower and go out again.
Although he arrived an hour late, he was going to school every day.
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They were 15 in each class and Karl tenderly recalls some of his classmates,
although he did not establish a real relationship with any of them or his teachers. One
day a teacher made him go up to the board and he refused. He left the class saying
that if she made him go up to the drawing board again he would leave school.
This anecdote reflects his insecurity. That little introverted child has become an
adult with great difficulty to relate to others, and continues to suffer an excessive fear
of making mistakes in front of the class. The feeling of loneliness and isolation that
accompanied him on his first educational stage still accompanies him now. He never
asked for help from his classmates.
“Everyone knew me ... ¿Who wants to interact with the
neighborhood yonkies? [...] people change of sidewalk when they
see me.”14
Nonetheless Karl has always been a very self-sufficient person; he could follow
the course while he had the chance to be in class every day. Although it was difficult,
with his work and perseverance –some days he immersed himself in his course until
the early hours - he could keep up with the course. But eventually they begin to
entrust him some jobs that require missing school. These absences, added to his
difficulties to ask for help, make him leave the school 8 months later. However, Karl
decides to enrol to a private online school, despite one of his teachers advised him not
to quit the in-classroom if he wanted to finish high school. Surely his teacher was
aware of the need of having a daily oversight, and he was right because Karl gave up
his studies shortly afterwards.
Karl had a strong motivation to finish the secondary education; this is why
when he entered in prison carried on with GES. When he arrives at “La Model” 15, in
summer, he starts the PID16, the Intensive Drug Treatment Program and for the first
time in his adulthood, he is drug-free.
In September, when school year starts, PID team referred him because he
wanted to finish his secondary education. He’s referred to a lower level, Instrumental
Education 3 – he feels pressured for the exams and finds hard to show his knowledge.
On the first day of classes he said to his teacher:
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This was his attitude, the same he had when he studied in the “common”
school. This attitude, as we will see later, has changed during his stay in “La Model”.
Karl did not explain his teacher that he had already studied GES because for him it
was OK being in a lower level. He has always thought that things would have been
different if when he was a child, they had allowed him to repeat grade. He felt at ease
in class because he stood out from the others. But his teacher realized his level was
higher so referred him to secondary education, despite his reticence. To pass the first
level of secondary education, along the rest of the school year, he made up for the
modules he had not done because of his late arrival.
At the time of the interview Karl had just been moved to another gallery,
because of a disciplinary inquiry18. His present gallery doesn’t have a library with a
reading room where to study. Despite this situation, he does his best to keep up with
the classes.
Karl finds easy to study GES in CFA Jacint Verdaguer. He compares his
experience here with the one he had in the adult school, where he says they had 6
hours-class per-day in addition to homework. Karl thinks the decrease in contents is
only to grant qualifications. According to Karl, they only attend one hour of class,
because he equates the self-training to the homework he had before. Our GES
timetable includes four hours a day from Monday to Friday. Two classrooms with a
teacher explaining the difficult contents and two in the self-training room, dedicated to
develop his autonomy where they work in contents which are supposed to be able to
achieve by their own, because the teacher is there only to guide and give advice.
He also remembers he had a lot of homework and tests in the adult school. He
finds it very hard to accept that he will never have the same knowledge as any high
school- teenager. It seems he means he’s not learning anything with our methodology.
He conceives learning as: “the more content stored the more you know”, without
assessing the level of understanding,
He admits there’s no space designed to concentrate on learning, and it would be
really difficult for him and his classmates to keep up with the level of the common
adult school.
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“People wouldn’t come if it were too demanding … some people
already complain about homework […] There is no room to do the
homework, only self-training […] I relaxed when I realized I didn’t
have to learn by heart.”19
He admits his attitude towards his colleagues and teachers has changed. A
classmate told him that is more important to know where to find the information than
learn by heart. PID has certainly helped him to think about his way to relate to others.
Although it is difficult for him, he makes group work and goes up to the blackboard
when his teachers ask him to.
About the teachers he says: “You do what you can, and that is clearly seen”20.
He likes the activities which make him forget he’s in prison: internet, research
... and, as he says: “Mathematics, my favourite. I am very good at Maths!.”21
Now he admits he likes our methodology: learn how to look for information,
work in groups, in projects and joint activities. It helps him to be relaxed and learn
better all the subjects.
It’s quite clear to him that if he had continued his studies when he was a teen,
his life would have been different.
“I would be millionaire, architect ... something related to
construction, my field.”22
He still feels inspired by the person who motivated him to go back to school.
He’s proud to explain us that his daughter had one of the best marks in the university
entrance exams, and she has been awarded a university grant. Now she leaves with
her paternal grandmother to be closer to the University.
Karl is doing his utmost to continue his studies. In CFA Jacint Verdaguer he
feels well treated, he had found his place in the class and he thinks that he will finally
have GES degree. It has been a second chance for him.
“I will not have another possibility to do that ... I want to do the
access23. I have to remain here for 6 years more; I don’t know
what career I want to study”.24
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He has searched in which penalty centre it25 is easier to study because he wants
to prepare for a degree while in prison.
For us, his GES teacher and the librarian Karl had worked as assistant for, this
life history has been very useful, and also for him. For the first time in his life, he had
been asked his opinion and this has made him feel important. When we asked him to
do this interview he said:

“¿Talk about my life? OK.”26

We are not sure if two years ago he would have collaborated but we are happy
he did.
Remembering the sentence he said when he talked about his reasons to study,
“I want to study something, a degree, but just to learn, not to find a job...my point of
view is different than yours, I do it only for acquiring knowledge, not to have
qualifications in order to take up a job.”27
As a closing thought, he thinks all the qualifications he can get now in this
education period will not help him to find a job, “¿what will I say in my résumé?...
Drug addict, ex-convict….”28
And maybe he’s right. But through the past few years Karl has progressed and
we can testify that. When we first met him, he was insecure, nervous, with difficulty
to relate to others and sometimes aggressive; a profile surely strengthened by an
ongoing abuse of drugs. In the last two years Karl has started to open up, to relax his
attitude and his way to speak and treat his classmates and teachers. As his selftraining teacher says, “he sometimes smiles.”29 We think this change may help him in
the future, which we hope will be the case!
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1

“Quiero estudiar alguna cosa, alguna carrera para aprender yo, no para trabajar… yo no lo veo como
vosotras, para tener un título para trabajar, lo hago para saber más”.
2
GES is equivalent to the Obligatory Secondary Education (ESO), which comprises studies between 12
and 16 years. In adults, it can be achieved in two academic years.
3
“Yo no soy como vosotras, no tengo recuerdos de mi infancia.”
4
“El primer día de escuela me escapé...Recuerdo al conserje corriendo detrás de mí por los pasillos […].
Era malo...siempre estaba solo en el patio [...]. Los maestros y los padres les decían a los otros niños:
No te juntes con ése que es malo.”
5
“No sé si a los otros les pegaban, pero a mí me pegaban mucho (referint-se als mestres) [...] recuerdo
a Joaquín, un maestro al que volví loco...un día se lo llevaron con camisa de fuerza...no estudiaba
mucho.”
6
“Era el pequeño del cole y no me dejaron repetir.”
7
The professional training is a set of courses that prepares you to develop a job. It follows the secondary
education and it is not compulsory.
8
“Me dieron el certificado y mi madre quiso que me apuntara a FP8. Duré dos días, estuve haciendo el
gamberro. El primer día vaciamos los extintores por los pasillos.”
9
“Somos una piña.”
10
“Yo he entrado en la cárcel y eso no tiene que ver con mi padre.”
11
“Como era pequeñito les hacía gracia [...], luego me echaron porque me lo gastaba todo.”
12
“Quiero estudiar alguna cosa, alguna carrera para aprender yo, no para trabajar… yo no lo veo como
vosotras, para tener un título para trabajar, lo hago para saber más.”
13
“Voy a estudiar, no vendré por las tardes, que iré a clase.”
14
“Todo el mundo me conocía…¿Quién quiere relacionarse con los yonquis del barrio? [...] la gente se
cambia de acera cuando me ve.”
15
Popular name which is known the Men's Prison in Barcelona.
16
PID are the abbreviations for Intensive Program Drug Addiction in charge of a team of psychologists.
17
“A mí no me pongas a trabajar en grupo que dejo la escuela.”
18
The center files an inquiry when the behaviour of a prisoner infringes the prison system regulation.
This entails a process to determine the punishment to be imposed.
19
“Si se fuera tan exigente como en la calle, la gente no vendría...hay gente que ya se queja de los
deberes [...] no hay sitio para hacer los deberes, sólo autoformación...aún así, aprendo cosas [...]
cuando me di cuenta que no me tenía que aprender todo de memoria me relajé.”
20
“Hacéis lo que podéis, eso se ve también.”
21
“Las mates, que es lo mío.”
22
“Ahora estaría puesto, sería millonario, con una carrera de arquitectura o de lo que fuera... relacionado
con la obra que es lo que sé.”
23
Test that gives you access to the University for over 25 years.
24
“Lo que no haga aquí no lo volveré a hacer... quiero hacer el acceso24... me quedan 6 años, todavía
no sé que carrera quiero hacer.”
25
When an inmate changes the status of preventive to be a convict, he is transferred to another prison.
26
“¿Hablar de mi vida?... Bien.”
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27

“Quiero estudiar alguna cosa, alguna carrera para aprender yo, no para trabajar… yo no lo veo como
vosotras, para tener un título para trabajar, lo hago para saber más.”
28
“¿Qué voy a poner en el currículum?... Toxicómano, ex-presidiario….”
29
“De vegades somriu.”
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Fairytale life
He was born and raised in Warsaw. The capital city. It has approximately 1.8
million inhabitants. The city is fully developed with regard to transport,

service

sectors, for ages it has been a cultural center, a fully developed educational base for
all faultiest of education, a respected sports development center, industrial backbone
for the central region of Poland. Fully developed at every administration level.
Enormous development opportunities are possible.
Maciej comes from Ochoty. He was raised on the estate dominated by medium
height blocks built of large tiled plates. Transport to the center was approximately
10min by public transport. Part of a typical residential neighborhoods. There was a
lack of large industrial plants. Apartment blocks, shopping facilities, health center
clinics, elementary schools, pre-schools, nursery schools. It was not a large
community, a couple of blocks in comparison to the residential district of large blocks
of flats which were built during the later building stages of the city. The average
cross-section through all layers of society in such a large place typically existed.
Maciej specifies very generally his neighborhood as middle class, without any
pathological social issues. He did not observe any alcoholic arguments, robberies,
break-ins or fights.
“Very calm piece of God's world.”
“I could not make the most of the attributes as it was a
dangerous (unsafe) neighborhood. It is possible that the influence
on such a state of affairs was it's proximity to the Regional
Prosecutor neighborhood of

Downtown Warsaw. I saw this

building almost everyday. A lovely view from the balcony of my
house.”
“We lived with our parents in a tree bedroom apartment on the
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third floor. I cannot complain. In comparison with my peers I lived
quite luxuriously.
My parents were in every good situation (they were well off).
Both of them have high education economics. My mother comes
from a rich family from traditional nobility. My father as well
comes

from

a

wealthy

family,

however,

descended

from

Ziemiańskiego from Kielecczyzny.”
“My parents did not refuse me anything. Especially directing their
attention (awareness) that I am their only offspring.”
“I am not able to specify one concrete (specific) event which I
would be able to remember with special sentiment or fondness.
My whole childhood I had fun and games, so it is difficult to point
to something exceptional.”
“Yes. On the issue of unpleasant memories I can be far more
decisive (effusive). So on the day of First Holy Communion when
already it was the general phenomenon to bestow on children
receiving the Holy Sacrament presents, my dream scooter. Of
course I do not have to add that my dream was not fulfilled. That
decision aroused in me for the first time in my life the feelings of
bitterness and sorrow. I am afraid that this event had far more
reaching consequences in my later learning of the world.”
“Maciej stared elementary (primary) school one year earlier. His
parents sent him to school with respect to his special ability for
learning foreign languages. He was always promoted with
distinction. He participated in numerous learning competitions, as
the Laureate of the Olympics he got into a reputable high school
without sitting the entrance exam.”
“Indeed. I was despite everything

an average boy. I played

stalking in the backyard with my friends, we played the same
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computer

games,

we

exchanged

views

on

the

latest

developments (news) within the automotive industry.”
“This was rather polite behavior on my side I did not integrate
with my friends above the required courtesy norms.”
“My parents put a lot of emphasis on my education. I had private
English lessons from an early age.”
“I did not have the least problems in school. I was always seen as
a gifted child and as one who extensively developed his abilities
(potential).”
“It was an exceptional school. A private school for the children of
the elite. To the school parent meetings came famous actors,
artists, politicians, business from the newspaper world.”
“I did not feel that I was ever worse or better than my peers. I
fitted in perfectly both in the company of my friends from the
neighborhoods as well as in the more discerning world of the
cream of Warsaw at school.”
“With a completely indescribable ease I greedily devoured
(absorbed) everything what was offered with respect to learning
in school. I supplemented that knowledge with my own learning
at home.”
“In middle school I was awarded the laureate (prize winner) in
the school mathematics Olympics.”
“My greatest passion was computer science.” “I can honestly
admit that I definitely committed my future to computer science.
I planned to begin studying in a private school Polish – Japanese
computer science school due to the impressive technical facilities
and access to new trends (innovations) straight from the
engineering desks of the main development centers in Japan.”
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“While in the final year of high school Maciej was sentenced to 15
years imprisonment. This was the only prison sentence which
Maciej heard about.”
“I never had any conflict or trouble it the law. I never even
misbehaved or committed offences within the meaning of the
law.”
“Many thoughts are floating around within my mind when I hear
this question. I kept them to myself. It was a mistake an
accident. I suffered.”
“Maciej does not want to discuss the subject of his prison
sentence that he received.
“I did not mean contact with my family. I have not seen my
family since the day of the sentence in court.”
“The reason for this state of affairs will always remain a question
of my choice and I do not think it is appropriate for me to explain
this to anyone.”
“I want to finish my education leading to the attainment of my
High

School

Diploma.

My

passion

for

computer

science,

unfortunately, still remains unfulfilled.” “I do not want to be
misunderstood, but despite the strenuous efforts of the personnel
both in the technical backroom as well as the theoretical
preparation the lecturers leave much to be desired.”
“Plans? I limit my plan only to a single goal – NEVER to return
here!”
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From darkness to light
I was born in Bursa in 1987. I have been living in Turkey since birth. I am living
alone at present for school, but my family is living in Bursa.
I can say that I had a normal childhood. Playing with my friends on the streets
and climbing trees are the primary memories that I remember. Apart from that I liked
going to village a lot. During my school years, I went three different schools. I can say
that I had beneficial school years.
I have remembrance of friend chats from my school years. Apart from those, I
was listening the lessons. I was very happy that I would have free time at home after
school.
To be successful is very important for me. The reading ceremonies, the
graduation parties that I attended after finishing my schools are the important
memories I have. I never had an idea of leaving school. I am looking forward to
return my university education, which I had to pause as I am here.
My aim is to finish my school at the shortest time and I don’t have negative
ideas about the future. I think that I will be successful after finishing the school. I
attended the hairdresser course in the prison. Normal schools are free settings.
Courses are the settings where I feel closest to freedom.
At the beginning my aim was to spend time and to learn new things but later I
understood that the courses are not only for spending free time. I think that I can
learn a profession in prison and I can earn Money from that outside.
In addition, the teachers at courses know showing respect and sympathy. They
make me relieve and enjoy during the courses, at the same time they are productive
and motivating. The courses are preventing us from giving in.
My family is also supporting me to attend the courses. Thanks to the courses I
will be able to cover my school expenses by myself and the fields that I can work is
differentiating.
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I

am

affected

in

a

negative

way

from

the

Melike Çakı
dissatisfaction

and

disrespectfulbehaviors of some trainees during the course. In my opinion, learning is
in a person’s own hand. People can learn better by practicing. Moreover, we need to
be provided the necessary materials fort he courses but in some courses we do not
have enough materials and this affects our learning process negatively.
Finally, thanks to these courses, our working alternatives are differentiating and
our chance f finding job in our normal life is getting higher. I think that, by this way, it
will be easier for me to ear Money and attain the life I expect, so I consider these
courses as a second chance.
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Learning as a chance for a “normal” life
This is how Grigory1 defines his constant striving for learning during the last 6-7
years. Grigory is a first-year student of Ida-Viru County Vocational Education Centre. He
is studying Building/Construction Finishing while serving his sentence in an open
prison.
At the beginning of the interview Grigory expressed doubts that the story of his
life could interest for somebody and could have any effect. During our 2,5-hour long
interview not once again he recurred to those thought. Grigory felt sorry that ha had
not time to think on those themes before, to prepare for our meeting, formulate the
thought that he would like to share, at least with me, as an interviewer.
He said that despite his age (28 y.o.) he feels himself as “foolish” and
“lighthead” as the majority of his 16 y.o fellow students, who had just started their
studies right away after secondary school. He feels well and natural with them, like he
is also 16-18 y.o. young man preparing for his “adult life”.
Grigory was born in Narva, as a third child in a family. He can barely recall his
preschool childhood and his years in elementary shool. He could not remember
anything bad or good from those years, but more in depth analyzing admit that could
not evaluate those conditions of his life and development.
He could not remember but know from his brothers' words that his father was
once a fireman and maybe they had not so bad family since his brothers are more or
less “normal”. When he started school, his father was away most of the time working
as an odd-job worker, while his mother was cheating him and drinking everything
away. When she was going into her drinking bout nobody was helping him with his
homework, but when she sobers up she was often screaming at him and forcing him
to study. Thus family life and learning was never a pleasure for him. Occasionally
coming home father was usually silent and depressed.
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The family has lost their flat because of mother's speers and went to live in
dormitory when he was at the age of two. In this new environment most of the adults
abused alcohol or drugs and school was never valued.
School years did not leave many memories, he studied somehow but always
wanted to escape from there to meet his friends whose parents didn't care of them
either.
At the age of 12, when he was in 5th grade, Grigory lost his mother from the
effects of excessive alcohol consumption. That year he did not go to school. He could
not remember what he did, mostly spent his time in the company of other kids with
similar life and family story.

Father did not react and Grigory thinks that he

understood that if he would have insisted it would result in protest.
In the same year the class teacher had changed and a new teacher could not
create a good contact with him, thus all attempts of school workers to get him back to
school failed.
“There were social workers and teachers coming to our family –
they were doing their job but I am sure that it was not directly
related to me or my life.”

2

He could not recall any emotional experience concerning his mother's death,
but agreed that judging by his behavior and oppressed memories it must have been
very hard time for him.
When he was at risk of being sent to the compulsory learning in a specialized
school, his older brother took him into his family. He remembers how his brother's
young wife did lessons with him in evenings, but he had no motivation to learn and it
was hard for him.

He is very thankful to his brother's family for the help and concern

for his life, although he has always felt that was a burden for the young family.
When I asked him if his initial doubts in the value of his life story, his opinion
about education and our interview were caused by his belief that nobody needs him
and turn his attention that this line is traced for the whole story, Grigory thought for a
moment and repeated confidently that he really thinks so. Moreover he is sure that
this is true.
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When he was in the 8th grade there was a special class for weaker pupils
opened in his school. The class was smaller than usual ones, there was more attention
paid to each pupil. He stopped feeling himself “a total moron” among others. His
learning achievement increases but he “was always aware what sort of class he
attended and saw how other pupils looked at him with a touch of contempt”3. So he
finished secondary school with confidence that he would never study again.
Grigory got into prison less than eighteen.
It was not his idea to continue studies, but his girlfriend's one, whom he started
to date with before imprisoning. Later they officially registered their marriage in
prison. Grigory was serving his sentence in several prisons. His first attempt to go to
upper-secondary school finished after half a year, because in his first prison school
was just one Russian-speaking teacher. Since he did not understand Estonian he lost
his motivation to learn. There was no upper-secondary school in the second prison, it
became possible only in the third one.
At the beginning he did not believe in himself, mostly wanted to please his
girlfriend.
But soon he became engaged into the studies, started to like it, mostly because
being alone in the prison cage for many hours makes prisoner's inactive existence
unbearable. Prison school gives an opportunity to escape from these burdensome
conditions.
The class was small, less than 10 people, some pupils dropped out for different
reasons. Therefore, there was an opportunity for more personalized instructions.
“Teachers in the prison school a little different, they treat
students as an adult. If you ask, they will always answer and
explain again.”
He graduated from upper-secondary school successfully with positive memories
of this period. After graduating from upper-secondary school he thought of nothing
else but how to get further training.
"I had acquired a taste as they say."4
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Grigory tried to get any training: passed several social trainings: How to
overcome anger, Professional portfolio, Adaptation. He went to the Estonian language
courses, which took 2 hours three times a week, but did not pass the final exam.
"I asked them to sign me for B1 Level, but they refused and said
that B2 Level is compulsory for upper-secondary final exam.5 My
level of Estonian language was lower and I failed the exam. In
prison, unfortunately, not much depends on your preferences or
wishes, but on the administration or security department."6
Sometimes Grigory "had luck" - thus he took driving lessons (B category), even
though could not obtain the driving license they, as had yet to pass a supplementary
examination for winter driving, which was not given, but he was very glad to had this
experience. In the frame of a project in the prison finished the courses of masonry
bricklayer.
And when he found himself in an open prison, he really wanted to get into a
vocational education center where he could get a full profession. Greatest desire was
to get on the IT profession, but it was forbidden in prison, he was also refused to
study for chef because of lack of places. He also wanted to study for welder, because
profession is requested, prestigious, decent wages, but did not get there.
"When they proposed to study Construction/Building Finishing, I
immediately agreed and was very glad"7.
"My life has now become alike to the life of a normal person. We
go from prison to school on our own, there are normal people
around us, however, we are not allowed to communicate with
them on topics not related to the study, but still, you hear what
they say, how they live, what plans build. And you begin to feel
like in a normal life."8
Gregory for the second time sitting on the upper-secondary level subjects,
believing that this will enable even better understanding of the subjects learned
before. He is pleased of not being the weakest in the group, sometimes being able
even faster than others to solve the tasks.
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"This lifestyle is helping me now to overcome the pain of divorce.
The wife has left me. His friend in prison helps him also. However,
when I found out about it I was very angry, and it seemed that
life was over and no reason to study."9
Sorely lacking discharge, for example, to watch a movie, which classmates
discuss, jealous to hear about their virtual life, to see them accessing the Internet
freely. This is most desirable.
"When faced with restrictions, such as when you can not use
colored pens or the Internet in the aggregate appear waves of
hatred, it becomes harder, but otherwise, if I compare my life
with that which was before study, I like this one much more, I'm
almost a free man."10
Until the end of Gregory remained little more than a year, he is now waiting for
the court for the possibility of early parole on which he hopes.
Thus we went to the last part of our interview.
Grigory plans to continue his education after release and become a professional
welder. He has a place to come back, his father is ready to accept him. After receiving
the profession, he thinks that he will go to seek work in the Scandinavian countries or
Germany. This idea stems from the fact that his brother is currently working in
England, and is happy with his life there. Grigory also knows that finding a job is not
an easy task in Estonia now, and wages are extremely low.
But how it will go exactly does not know. In general, it is important to earn
some money first, to get the opportunity to learn an interesting profession, to try out
different professions and decide which are the most interesting and could bring
advance.
Learning experience in prison school is very important in the life of Grigory, as
after upper-secondary school, he did not believe in the possibility of choice in their
lives,

but now he is convinced that if we set goals, work on them a lot can be

achieved.
"I think I am like all 16-year old boys around me, looking at life
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as for a future, that brings a lot of plans, although I am already
28 years old. But better late than never."11
And Grigory fully agreed that long-term training in prison was a second chance
for him, helped compensate everything that had not been done at school and begin
life afresh.
"Without studying, if I just served a sentence it wouldn't have
been impossible."12
On my last question if he thinks that his story could motivate some young
prisoners with similar experience to study, Grigory smiled, paused, and said that he
was not sure that other people’s stories can motivate or help, perhaps because they
never motivated him. He added that only learning has been making made his years of
confinement somehow meaningful, like in "a normal" life.
And already on the doorstep after a farewell and thanks for the interview,
Gregory added that he was curious to know the history of other interviewees from
different countries. I consider it is an achievement in this particular interview.

The pseudonym Grigory was chosen by the interviewee himself.
«Приходившие к нам социальные работники, учителя – делали свою работу, но я уверен, что это
не относилось непосредственно ко мне или моей жизни».
3
«Я всегда помнил, в каком классе я учусь, и видел легкое презрение учеников параллельных
классов».
4
«Можно сказать вошел во вкус».
5
Graduates of non-Estonian upper secondary schools in Estonia sit for the compulsory Estonian as a
second language state exam, which is equivalent to language skills at medium level (B2). At least 60
points are needed to pass the level test.
1
2
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«Просил записать меня на категорию В1, но меня записали на В2, сказали, что после гимназии так
положено, но мой уровень знаний был намного ниже. В тюрьме, к сожалению, многое зависит не от
твоих предпочтений или пожеланий, а от администрации или отдела безопасности».
7
«Предложили учиться на строителя-отделочника, я сразу согласился и обрадовался».
8
«Моя жизнь теперь стала похожа на жизнь нормального человека. Мы сами из тюрьмы идем в
училище, вокруг нас нормальные люди, правда, нам запрещено с ними общаться на темы, не
связанные с учебой, но все равно, слышишь, о чем они говорят, как живут, какие планы строят. И
сам начинаешь себя чувствовать как в нормальной жизни».
9
«Такой образ жизни мне помогает сейчас преодолеть боль развода. Жена не дождалась. Также
помогает друг в тюрьме. Хотя сначала, когда об этом узнал, был сильный гнев и, казалось, что
жизнь закончилась, хотелось и учебу забросить.»
10
«Когда сталкивается с запретами, например, когда нельзя использовать цветные ручки,
пользоваться интернетом, в совокупности появляются волны ненависти, отчего становится тяжело,
но в остальном, если сравнить свою жизнь с той, которая была до учебы, то эта мне гораздо больше
нравится, я почти свободный человек.»
11
«Я думаю, что я как все окружающие меня 16-летние мальчишки, смотрю на жизнь – как на
будущее, где много планов, хотя мне уже 28 лет. Но лучше поздно, чем никогда.»
12
«И без обучения, если бы я просто отбывал наказание – это было бы невозможно».
6
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The black sheep
The inmate I have interviewed is an old man coming from Sicily, in the South of
Italy. He’s short and thin, he has white hair. He attends the prison school every day
and he is always very interested in everything we do during our classes. Whenever I
talk to him, I cannot believe that he committed serious crimes because he looks like a
very quiet and wise old man.
He tells me that he was born in Palermo 75 years ago. He talks about his
family, which was very strict, but it was difficult for him to follow the rules imposed by
his parents. He remembers that he liked playing outside with his friend, so he didn’t
often go to school. He is very proud of his siblings, in fact he tells me that his brother
has become a lawyer, one of his sisters is a teacher of Latin and Italian, the other
sister is an employee. They all went to school and took a degree. His father always
told him that he was the black sheep in their family, as he broke the rules of a
traditional and respectable family.
We start talking about the school he attended when he was a child. He went to
school just for 5 years, it was a primary school in Palermo. At first he was a good
student, he liked studying and got good results. But he tells me that primary school
70 years ago was very different from the school that children attend nowadays.
Teachers were really strict, he had a fascist teacher who hit the pupils using a wooden
stick whenever they made mistakes. All the students had to study very hard and
always participate in an active way. He remembers this feeling of fear and insecurity,
he was afraid of his teacher who could hit him at any moment.
It was a long time ago, so he doesn’t have many memories of his friends. All his
classmates came from the same area, they were his neighbors. He regrets the fact
that he does not know what his school friends did in their adult lives, he just knows
that one of his classmates has become a tenor, and then he tells me that he is a good
singer too and to show me that he is telling the truth, he starts singing a traditional
Italian song. I have to admit he has a very beautiful voice.
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As a child, he went to school from Monday to Saturday for 4 hours (8.0012.00). In the afternoon he studied for a few hours, just because his family wanted
him to do this, then he went outside to play in the street with his friends.
He left school because it was a difficult period for his family, World War II had
just ended, so he had to work to help his family. They were not happy with his
decision, because he was the only child who did not continue to study. But he thought
that getting a job was the best way to help his family, so he started to work with his
uncle to delivered water to the houses of the city.
Even if he abandoned school, he started to study music and singing, because
everyone told him that had an enchanting voice. When he was a young man, he was
invited to parties and celebrations as a singer. He had a chance to meet very
important people in Palermo, but he also met people belonging to criminal
organizations who led him to follow the wrong road. It seems that he doesn’t want to
talk about his past mistakes and illegal activities which led him to be imprisoned. He
emphasizes his love for his family and his desire to spend all his time with them when
he will be out of the prison.
We start talking about the present situation and the difference between the
school he attended when he was a child and the school he is attending here in jail. He
was aware that he couldn’t read and write in Italian well, so he decided to sign up for
the primary school. After two years, he started to attend secondary school. He is
emotionally involved when he talks about school…I understand that attending school
is very important to him, it’s a challenge for a quite old man to start learning new
things. Of course some subjects are very difficult because his mind is not as active as
it was when he was young, but he believes that it is not too late to improve his skills.
He doesn’t want to make mistakes when he writes letters to his sisters or to his
lawyer. School here is an opportunity to spend time in a positive way, coming to
school represents a chance to go out of his cell and do something different. He tells
me that he does all the other activities organized in prison, such as theatre and
singing. He complains because sometimes the different activities take place at the
same time, so he cannot take part in everything.

79

Life Stories – Italy
Second Chance, Grundtvig 2013-15
CTP “S. Pertini”
Siena prison / Ranza prison

Rossella Lussone
The black sheep

Fatih Demirci
Melike Çakı
When I ask him about the teachers, he tells me that he cannot find suitable
words to describe us: he thinks that we are all friendly, talkative and patient, he
admires the way we perform our job every day. He says that we have taught him new
skills, we have improved his competences, especially Italian writing. He wants to
thank all his teachers to have given him this chance to learn new things and enhance
his competences. I never thought he was saying these things just because he was
talking to me, I felt he was sincerely thankful to us.
Then he says something about his classmates: he thinks that some of them are
polite, respectful, and helpful and he considers them as friends. But they are not all
similar, some of them are good, others are mean. Someone is interested in the school
activities and in learning new things, just like him. Others come to school just to pass
their time and don’t give importance to it.
His favorite subject is Italian, because he is interested in reading and writing
well, but he thinks that also Geography and science are very useful. He always tells
me that English is too difficult for him because he has never studied it when he was
young and now he cannot remember any word in English. Moreover he is deaf…so he
prefers doing reading activities, anyways he tries to do his best and takes part in
every class with the same enthusiasm.
He has told his family that he is attending the school in jail, they are happy and
proud of him, especially because they are convinced that studying is a way to train his
brain. He would suggest to every inmate to sign up for school, but some of them are
not interested in learning, they prefer going to the gym or playing football during their
“free” hours.
The positive things of the school are the chance to learn new things, the good
teachers and the opportunity to spend his time in a constructive way. He tells me that
he cannot think of any negative aspects.
When I ask him if coming to school has changed something in his life, he says
that school changed his temper, he has become more comprehensive, willing to help
other people and to listen to his family, who do not want him to let go and be
depressed. When he thinks about his future outside, he says that his only desire is to
spend time at home with his family. He tells me that he has to stay here for 8 years,
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and he cannot meet his siblings very often because they live in Sicily. It takes a long
time to arrive here in Tuscany and they are not very young. He doesn’t think that he
will go on studying, he just says that he wants to have a serene life with his family.
We conclude the interview, I thank him for taking part in this activity, and he
thanks me for having given him a chance to express his ideas and talk about his life.
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The mechanic
9. 1st part - Personal information
The mechanic was born in village Urzicuta, Dolj, he is 46 years old and lived in
Romania all this time. He lived for 8 years in city Bailesti. He likes though to live in the
village with his family. He is sure that he had a great childhood and he smiles talking
about this subject.

10.

2nd Part – school experience before prison

The mechanic graduated 8th grade and continued high school graduating also.
He graduated primary school in the village school from Urzicuta, another 2 years in
another village Balasau, another 2 in city Bailesti. He continued high school in Agro –
Industrial high school in Bailesti. He could easily make the difference between schools
in the village and in the city, being able to see that in the city there are more requests
from the learning process. In the village there was more understanding from the
teachers. He liked sport classes, he liked to learn in general, to be listened and to
have big grades, make him noticed. He liked the teachers, considered them to be well
prepared and with a lot of understanding towards the students.
The mechanic liked to go to school, to learn, but he did not continue his studies
when he joined the army. After finishing the high school he was a mechanic in
agriculture, but he did not like that job and he worked in another field on Romanian
Railways. He likes school in prison but he prefers the one outside.

11.

3rd Part – school experience in prison

Because the fact that he finished high school, in prison he only attended special
courses: about family, health education, religious education. He is attending school in
prison because he has benefits: more visits, learns new things. Considers that school
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in prison give a lot of information about the reintegration in the society helps him be
in touch with the society that is always evolving.
For him school became a habit, teachers are well prepared and understanding,
colleagues are adapting to the particularities of the classes and for those that didn’t
went to school, these are very useful. All the courses are interesting. He never talks
with his family about the courses.
The mechanic sees the courses useful for reintegrating in the society, also are
helping him with the parole commission. His opinion about this type of learning is a
good one; inmates that are attending have a better chance in life developing them. He
likes the way the classrooms are arranged; he likes working in groups and concludes
that school in prison has only positive aspect.

12.

4th Part – final conclusions

The mechanic thinks to continue his studies after release depending on the
options he will have at the moment. Also he believes that school in prison prepares
him for the second chance in life, especially because the learning system in prison is a
good one.
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Symphony of overcoming
After more than 9 years we met Fran again. He had been waiting for us more
than a week as he is currently in another prison and he was requested to participate
by other teachers. He was glad to see us again, proud to have been selected, but
concerned about the interview and the responsibility that all this implies.
Throughout the previous week he had prepared and informed himself: he had
thoroughly read all our project blog so he was fully abreast of partner countries, the
first meeting in Turkey and the project objectives... Besides he came well-dressed and
carrying a dossier where he kept all the qualifications and certificates obtained during
over 10 years t in prison. By the way, to increase his "collection", we gave him the
title of Graduate in Secondary Education1 achieved while he was still in our centre.
After all this time, I found the same Fran as always, strong, well-dressed
(probably more than usual for our arrival), wearing a short-sleeved shirt, even in
winter, with his smile and his peculiar French accent so characteristic and personal.
The music room had been lent to us to do the interview. Next to one of the
walls a piano, with the patina of time embedded in the pores of the wood, seems to
dominate the full room, some bongos in a corner, decorated walls and we, in the
middle ready to start the "symphony". We started tuning the instruments, seeking for
the appropriate note, preparing scores... After a while, everything went smoothly and
as we let ourselves go some fine melodies, balm to the ear and the soul, started to
emerge.
Fran finds it hard to recall some childhood memories, sometimes he uses his
mother tongue for some words or for the courses he made throughout his schooling.
Some short silences help to continue his speech which becomes consistent as it is
approaching situations over in time. Sometimes he gets blank even if he makes an
effort to think; he takes a sheet and scribbles for that helps him to connect the past to
the present of his life. The abstract drawings and arrows also help him to explain and
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compare the educational system in France with the one in Spain. Gradually his speech
becomes firm and coherent.
He is the third of four siblings; he is now 41 years old. He was born and lived in
a rural village in France until his entrance in prison. He remembers that he liked to
study; in fact he was linked to school until he was 18 years old, when he finished the
second level of high school after having also done the training in metallurgy. He felt
comfortable studying and he was a good, skilful student, especially in manipulative
aspects; he remembers to have done a mock-up as a final course work and how proud
of it he was.
In all the process of schooling there is an important event, when he was about
12 or 13 years old, that influences him: the whole family moves to another town. This
fact supposed leaving friends behind and having to start again somewhere else. That
had a certain impact in his studies, although he overcame it and adapted to the new
situation without much difficulty (he draws a square on the sheet and stresses it again
and again). The new place where they moved had a few acres of farmland that
required the work of all the brothers and this marks Fran significantly.
Despite being in a boarding school for some years, he spent the weekends with
the family but he did not have much time to study because his father forced them all
to work in the fields for long, hard days. He was enrolled as a boarder because of the
distance between where he lived and where he studied; the truth is that he says little
of this period but we suspect that this distancing from his parents was positive, at
least he didn’t have neither to work so hard and intensely nor to endure the conflicts
caused by the cohabitation with his father.
The relationship between the four brothers and the father is complex: a very
authoritarian father, little dialogue and an absent mother who hardly appears
throughout his speech. All this meant that the children abandoned the family early.
One by one, starting with the older left home and went to live together. "I left home
when I was 18; in fact the four brothers went away"2. They had a very good
relationship between them, maybe because there is only a year between one and the
next or the fact of suffering their father's authoritarianism developed a feeling of
support in them, especially from the older to the younger (he draws small squares
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that join with little lines). He is the one who studied longer so, from an educational
point of view, he has been able to help his brothers (he helps them to study and do
the homework), although the last year of high school he had to attend to an open
school because he had to work.
He also remembers that, at certain moment, a niece made him some academic
questions, he recalls this situation with pride although, going a little further in his
thoughts, he says: "I don't want to be an example"3, not only referring to purely
academic issues.
From all their schooling he especially remembers a teacher, who, according to
him,

influenced him to carry on his studies, who believed in him and in his abilities;

he speaks about that teacher with great admiration:
"He was a competent teacher, involved with his pupils and his
class, if I asked him a question he was always there."4
He specially appreciates the work that this teacher did as a volunteer firefighter,
which served him as an example and late, made him enrol to a first-aid course for
volunteer fire-fighters although he was never able to put it into practice.
This teacher believed in Fran’s abilities, he established a relationship with him
that largely relied on being available and listening to him, with the sensitivity that this
requires. Perhaps he saw in that professor the paternal features he missed in his
father.
Later he meets a girl and begins to work in her father’s lands; the relationship
lasts 3-4 years and during this time, although the work was hard, he evaluates it in a
different way, he was more grateful. The reason is that he feels recognized and valued
by his girlfriend's parents, they appreciate his work and responsibility, trust him and
that makes him feel at ease.
Later on, he has the opportunity to work for short periods of time in Ibiza;
therefore, he leaves his country and knows other places and other people.
In 2004 he gets into the prison La Model5.The first year is the most chaotic of
his life, not only for the impact of entering in prison but also for the uncertainty of
how long he will remain inside. He is worried about the trial, and also the
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communication difficulties. He compares this rock bottom year to the moment of crisis
he endured when he was 12 years old and changed his place of residence; despite the
huge differences, still the same fears, insecurities and frustrations (he scratches the
paper intensely). But now he realizes that “the deeper you go the more capacity you
have to overcome.”

6

This strength and this spirit of effort and survival are always with him and
characterize him at present. He is fully convinced that the pillars of anything are
effort, perseverance and overcoming, and in his path, the school and the sports have
been his allies and his life-jacket in the wreck that led him to prison.
Therefore, since the first moment he signs up for school and begins to take
Spanish courses (initial and basic), Catalan (up to the third level), high school, the
course before college, access to college, the first year of the degree in social
education and higher education cycle to prepare for pre-school education as the most
significant among others.
Firstly, he begins the Spanish course for foreigners as a basic need to
communicate and interact with others; the need to communicate is the beginning of
this long relationship with education that still continues today. Eventually he discovers
other courses, and continues to study. He is eager to learn, not only to leave the patio
or kill the time but to know more and all that implies. At this point he refers to a
special memory of his first teacher in prison, a strict and rigid man, in the educational
aspect, demanding on what he taught but also very close. He especially remembers
that teacher being very insistent with his pronunciation, obsessed in trying to correct
his French accent, even though he was in his first year and in his first Spanish
lessons.

He recognizes that despite the peculiarity of that teacher, in a few months,

he progressed so much in understanding and speaking Spanish.
He was very concerned about understanding everything and he wrongly tried to
look for linguistic explanations in comparison to his native language. He immersed
himself and put a lot of determination and perseverance in all that.
At certain moments during the interview, faced to some of my questions that
attempt to go beyond a mere description, he answers with a: "They are very difficult
questions"7, he gestures, smiles and scratches the sheet (it helps him to think and
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concentrate), and after a brief silence he orders his thoughts and feelings and goes
on.
He talks a lot about the teachers he has had in prison, not only because they
were a number but mainly for the regard he puts on us. "Your dedication, your
patience and I guess your way of teaching"8, he values us for what we do, the help we
offer, and for what we meant to him, especially in the first moments of entering in
prison.
The relationship with the teachers is very significant "I felt comfortable with
you in the emotional level."9 To him it was essential the fact of being heard and
accompanied, he identifies himself and

is involved with the school and with the

teachers because he thinks that it makes the spaces more humanizing . Above all, he
values those very informal moments, before or after the class, that facilitate the
conversation with the teacher, get close and share less academic but more personal
aspects, as he says it helps to "preserve values that I had before entering and to
acquire new ones"10. All of this leads us to think about the importance of poise and
sensitivity to the other, above the pedagogical knowledge and contents. To sum up, he
highly values the relationships he has established with the teachers,
"What helps most is the affective and the emotional relation that
you establish with the teacher, the cognitive part comes later."11
He marks as a priority the need to create spaces of trust and relationship in
order to reach learning situations.
There are also many teachers who have fond memories of Fran, he is one of
those students who gives sense to our job and makes us proud of his process in the
school. Fran also spent time as an assistant school teacher helping in the self-learning
school group. This fact not only linked him more with the educational aspects, but also
made him realize the difficulty of teaching.
“If I hadn't been linked to the school I don't know how I would
have managed"12
The decision to get involved with the school means choosing a different kind of
living in prison, deciding which way you want to go and how, otherwise keeping
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yourself in the right path is far more difficult. It is easy to cross from one side to the
other, to fall into a comfortable life of doing nothing, stay in the “patio”, drugs... the
boundaries are weak and only your daily effort is what helps to keep you strong.(altra
possibilitat: to remain aloof). Fran not only values the role of the school in the
process, but also his way of behaving and living, in addition to his commitment and
perseverance, have been crucial for his choice and his survival all this years. He is
very proud of his achievements because he is aware that it has not been easy, “I think
I've done pretty well”13 he says and we think so, too. Throughout the difficulties
encountered he has learned to survive and position himself. “Life is not a celebration
of success but an overcoming of failure”14, he tells us calmly, holding his head up and
gazing at us, convinced because of his first-hand experience. We are confident that all
this learning will always be with him and it will be very useful to rebuild his live in
freedom.
The last years have not been easy at all. He spent some time in a semi-open
regime (during this time he attended to a kitchen assistant course but he could not
work). He sincerely believed that it was not the best option at that moment, in
addition he suffered the loss of one of his brothers .All these situations influenced his
emotional state even though he never stopped studying. He is going to be released
soon, he is realistic with the difficulties that he will have to face in his new life, he
looks down and shows the concern on his face?
He would like to carry on studying. He will possibly return to France. His
parents are old and alone and he has the responsibility of taking care of them (he
attributes this responsibility to everything he does and to all the principles he believes
in). He thinks that he will be closer to his brothers and perhaps they can help him to
find a job; besides he may be able continue his studies by distance-learning. He
knows that the return will not be easy, but after all, he has a set of qualifications and
training that will help his job searching, in addition to the personal knowledge that will
facilitate the adaptation, especially the knowledge that involves surviving in prison.
He would like to do something related to social work and sports activity
(something that combines sports and education, his two pillars in the last ten years).
He also believes that he may have opportunities to work in restaurants, because he
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followed a kitchen assistant course. He is aware that it will not be easy but he is
confident that he will succeed.
We are about to finish the interview, there is a nice atmosphere but we realize
that we have spent more than two hours and time has flown by. We put aside our
writing papers, but he continues drawing relaxing lines on his papers. We talk about
the interview; he recognizes his initial nervousness, but at the same time the great
joy he had to see us again. When I ask what the interview has meant to him, he
answers that a lot of things have been removed inside him. We are well aware and
have noticed it. The lined paper has helped him to situate his explanation.
"How do you see me?"15 He asks us, we answer him sincerely that quite well;
the truth is that he has remained, physically and mentally, very balanced. The time
spent in prison is emotionally difficult to manage and he has done well enough. He’s
calmer than when I first met him and shows the apparent tranquillity that maturity
gives. He also has got more grey hairs than he had before.
The "Symphony" releases the final notes; we stand up slowly, because after two
intense hours there is no other way to finish; after all the symphonies usually end
with a fading silence. I lay my hand onto the wood of the piano as a farewell to the
instruments that have quietly accompanied us. We say goodbye to Fran not being sure
if we will see him again but with the strong feeling that, no matter what he
undertakes in the future, he will succeed
Fran crumples the piece of paper and throws it to the trash; it has done its
function.
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1

GES is equivalent to the Obligatory Secondary Education (ESO), which comprises studies between 12
and 16 years. In adults, it can be achieved in two academic years.
2
“Me fui de casa a los 18 años, bueno nos fuimos los cuatro hermanos”.
3
“Yo no quiero ser un ejemplo”.
4
“Era un profesor implicado con sus alumnos, con su clase, competente, si hacía una pregunta siempre
estaba allí”.
5
Nom popular amb el que es coneix el Centre Penitenciari d’Homes de Barcelona.
6
“Cuando tocas fondo es cuando más capacidad tienes para resurgir”.
7
“Son preguntes muy difíciles”.
8
“Su dedicación, su paciencia, su trabajo y supongo su manera de enseñar”.
9
“Me sentía a gusto con vosotros a nivel emocional”.
10
“Conservar valores que tenía antes de entrar i a adquirir otros”.
11
“Lo que más ayuda es la parte afectiva y emocional que estableces con el professor, la parte cognitiva
viene luego”.
12
“Si yo no hubiera estado vinculado con la escuela no sé como me hubiera ido”.
13
“Creo que lo he hecho bastante bien dentro de las posibilidades”.
14
“La vida no es una celebración de éxito sinó una superación del fracaso”.
15
“¿Cómo me ves?”.
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The hope
Przemek was born in Będzin, Poland, but grew up in Tychy1. He is 41 years old.
The residents of the city have access to scientific centers, schools for all
education levels, arts and culture, public administration branches (both at the local as
well as provincial and Central level - numerous branches of central offices are located
in Katowice, Poland). After the political and economic reforms in the mining sector
within the area of Tychy a special economic zone was set up, which resulted in the
very dynamic development of the city in the years 1995-2005 in connection with the
investments of the private sector in the food industry, automotive, energy, transport,
and commercial paper and trade. In connection with the creation of new jobs and
labor migration, a significant revival was also noted within the construction sector and
the real estate market.
Przemek and his family moved to Tych a few months after his birth due to a
change to his father's work. His father, a professional electrician got a better job in
the mine in Lędzinach - a couple of kilometers away from Tych. His mother was hired
at the same mine in the administration department and as a mining family received a
flat from the mine's assistance program for large families. Przemek is the youngest.
He has five older sisters.
“They gave us a social apartment. Three rooms, kitchen,
bathroom and a large balcony where we had fun and played with
our sisters camping. We spread the blanket down and my sisters
prepared me lunch on the grass as I returned home from the
mine. Just as mother prepared dinner for my father. Childish fun,
but nice to have done it as I remember it. From the balcony the
view was of all the newly built blocks. Nice, modern construction.
They looked like villas in comparison to old and permanent
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neighborhood C.’’
“People were mainly workers. Miners, those of a brewery or
construction site A lot was then built. Everything was dug up. One
major

construction

site.

Blocks

of

flats,

roads,

shopping

pavilions."
“My sisters stuck together and had their girlfriends. As girls do. In
class they played, either with a skipping rope or elastic band. I
wandered around with the guys from the neighborhood. There
was always something to do. Or we went to war with the guys
from neighborhood C and throwing lumps of clay from the
trenches (trenches dug leading to the street lamps), or hide and
seek on a construction site, and the best laugh was as we chased
each other from the watchman looking after the building."
“It was great then. Only my father started to drink more often.
He did not like his work. Often he argued with my mother about
this. He said that he had enough. He was called “mine dead”. My
mother did not listen to this. She said that this death gave them a
proper home and a good income, that they had bread, food on
the table.”
“In the mine then there were many accidents. Many of the miners
did not return to the surface. A couple of them my father knew
very well. He was probably afraid of this. He looked at it everyday
as people stayed underground, for money, as the dust filled their
lungs and a couple of months later they were again underground
in a wooden box, this time for good. Probably because of this he
started to drink more. My mother did not say anything about this.
She left him in peace.”
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School Term
The primary school was built in the same period, simultaneously as the housing
infrastructure was been built. For every housing estate the building plan managed to
provide for the building of backroom trade for the inhabitants in agreement to a
universal outline or pattern. In every estate there were built nursery schools, primary
schools, middle schools or professional (vocational) schools (depending on the charter
of the community),business pavilions, health care centers providing basic health care.
At primary school Przemek did not have any problems with promotion to the next
class. He received average grades and did not have any educational problems.
“I was an average student. I passed normally from class to class.
I did not have big problems but I was going to school mainly so
that we could play football with the boys on the school
playground. We had a really super sports field. New, well
maintained and there were even stands. The school was pretty
big because there were a lot of kids. So almost a thousand us
were there. All the guys from the estate went there."
“Apart from football, there was nothing interesting in school.
Normal lessons. Real life happened on the pitch. We had a real
wacko playing with us."
“So it was okay. Teachers were also ok. The teacher was only
impatient. Apparently once she sent her own son home with his
father because of something he said just as she was on duty in
the corridor. So they said but how much truth is in this I do not
know. I was never in her bad books."
“I only had a problem when chemistry and physics came along. In
general I did not understand them. They explained everything to
me in all sorts of ways but even the teacher of chemistry
surrendered no matter how patient she was. She said simply that
she did not know how else to explain it to me. She tried her best
94

Life Stories – Poland
Second Chance, Grundtvig 2013-15
Areszt śledczy warszawa-białołęka
Detention Center warsaw-Bialoleka

Tomasz Cyruk
Katarzyna PetrygaAnna Ludwikowska
Wultańska
Marta Graczyk,
Mariusz
Fatih
Demirci
Marcin Śmigasiewicz
The Olton
Hope
Melike Çakı

but it simply did not stick in my head."
“Somehow, however, I managed to finish primary school. My
father persuaded me to go to vocational school to learn to be an
electrician like him. When I have the papers I will always be able
to find good work. Only never to go and work in a mine. He said
that you only go there to die."
“Vocational school I liked. It was not difficult. If there was
something I did not understand I asked my father and he always
explained it to me. Home tutoring. Maybe he had fun with this as
he could explain something to me. Always when he was serious
and translated even the smallest details, I truly understood it.
Sometimes I only said that I do not understand something in
order for him to explain to me, so that it brought him pleasure.
Especially as he came home from work dejected."
“I finished vocational school normally. I was in the last class when
my father died. Everyone said that he drank himself to death.
Surely it was not like that in the end. He was miserable and
unhappy with the work on the mine. He could not carry this out
as usual."
“The best moments spent with the guys was when we went
fishing. We had such a big pond near the road to Katowice and as
soon as the weather was good and we had a little bit of time
always we found a couple of guys to go fishing. To sit, to talk, to
drink a beer. Such a great waste of time."
“What is even nice to remember is the football competition in the
sixth grade. We won the Junior Cup from amongst all the schools.
The tournament was organized by the mine and the city in time
for the spring outing. It was warm. Beautiful sun and a mass of
people from across the city gathered to watch the tournament.
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We won and we received as our prize proper football shirts and
original Adidas soccer boots. It was something then."
“The worst thing was, when Jolka died. She was the oldest of us
and took us from school to home. A car hit her while crossing the
pedestrian crossing. What I remember is how she flew through
the air just like a lifeless puppet. She struck her head on a lamp
post. All the skin was torn from her face. My sisters were crying
terribly and screaming. I did not know what to do. I was so
completely helpless. Nothing came to my mind. My mother came
running right away and ran to Jolka. As soon as she saw it she
lost consciousness. And so I stood there until I threw up."
Przemek first had trouble while still

a student in the seventh-grade of

elementary school. For the destruction of property and vandalism he received
guardian supervision. After finishing vocational school with documentation qualifying
him to work as an electrician he never, however, embraced full time work.
“It started with small things. The first sentence was probation
officer

supervision

for

the

destruction

of

property.

Such

tomfoolery with the guys but the sentence was still handed down.
After that it was all downhill. Fines and suspensions for stealing
coal and selling it illegally. The first prison sentence was for 4.5
years. We stole a Zuka with a large hold in order that more coal
could be loaded into the wagon. They caught us and I sat a
stretch. Later I left and returned. The longest I have been in
freedom is for 8 months. Without work, without support. What did
I have to do? With something surely you had to have money to
survive."
“My mother is not alive, my sisters have gotten married and left
home. Monika went somewhere in Sweden with her husband. We
do not have contact with her. We do not even know what their
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husbands look like and if they have children. Maybe it is easier for
them. Better to forget than to have in your head the thought that
your brother is a criminal and a constant repeat offender.”
“I do not know why I have gone to school in prison. When I
looked at these youngsters in the cell and what they threw at me
and I listened to their conversations. I thought to myself, that I
was also like them. Without goals. Without perspective. Living
from prison term to prison term. And still they play with it, they
laugh about it. Maybe I have had enough of this life. I thought to
myself that it is finally necessary to stand on my own two feet
because the years are flying by and I am by myself and nobody is
going to help me.”
“I had a trade but zero experience. Prison allowed me to acquire
the experience. I went to work. At the beginning it was hard but
slowly I started to remember everything. If I did not know I
asked. And that's how it went. I have satisfaction with this that I
am learning something. Maybe it is stupid but it gives me
pleasure. I am doing something.”
“The guys from work told me that maybe I could go to school
also. Always I wanted to learn something extra and surely it will
be of use to me, and even as it won't do any harm. I have already
done a course as a tiller. Now I am doing painting. I am thinking
about carpentry as well but I have still not gone yet, because
everyone says that it is better what I am doing in school. My high
school diploma even is coming in handy.”
“I'm glad that I went to work and done all these courses I'm
doing. Maybe I can be lucky with a simple exist. I have had
enough already of these prison sentences and such a life. I would
like to start a family. To have children, have a wife, honest work.
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To come back after work and eat good homemade food. School in
prison and all these courses maybe can help me to make it come
true."

1

Tychy, a town with approximately 170 000 inhabitants. Located in the industrial region of Silesia about
15 km to the Southeast near Katowice. Due to the nature of the industrialized region, Tychy has also a
very extensive communications infrastructure with all the southern part of the country and a very well
functioning communication network with the countries of southern Europe and the South-West (Austria,
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Germany). As a medium-sized city in the country and its close proximity to the
capital of the Silesian Voivodeship, in Tychy are very developed services and commerce. The residents of
the city have access to scientific centers, schools for all education levels, arts and culture, public
administration branches (both at the local as well as provincial and Central level - numerous branches of
central offices are located in Katowice, Poland). After the political and economic reforms in the mining
sector within the area of Tychy a special economic zone was set up, which resulted in the very dynamic
development of the city in the years 1995-2005 in connection with the investments of the private sector
in the food industry, automotive, energy, transport, and commercial paper and trade. In connection with
the creation of new jobs and labor migration, a significant revival was also noted within the construction
sector and the real estate market.
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Salvation by Faith alone
34-year-old Yuriy is a second-year student of Ida-Viru County Vocational

Education Centre. He is studying Building/Construction Finishing while serving his
sentence in an open prison.
His childhood memories are very grim. When he was in primary school, his
mother died, he grew up with his father and older brother, who care very little about
him. Those were hard times for the family trying to make ends meet.
Only years in primary school is now remembered as the happy and bright ones,
when mother was still alive and their family was complete. He had good relations with
his classmates. Yuri still likes to recall that period with fondness and warmth.
Long before the end of primary school he understood that should choose a
profession as quickly as possible in order to become independent from his father. He
was embarrassed by their poverty and wanted to become financially independent. At
the age of 10, he began dreaming about restorer profession, he only dreamed about
restoring castles, churches, loved to watch the ancient buildings that were built for the
ages and were a work of art. (Several times he went into the long associative
memories about the architectural masterpieces of the past and compared them with
modern buildings).
So when he was finishing basic school, and learned that enrollment for masonsrestorers was open in that year he was very happy. Everything appeared then in
"pink" color , it seemed that life will soon be full and interesting.
Very worried whether he will be enrolled in that group with his average results
from primary school, but it turned out all right. But once he got into the school
environment, everything changed. His “hard teenage years, plus a bad company"1 led
him to imprisonment at the age of 16.
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All his boyish dreams collapsed overnight and the next 15 years were, as he
said, "15 years of ordeal"2 (suffering, anguish (both physical and moral), testing,
oppression).
During the first imprisonment, Yuriy lost his faith in the possibility to realize his
dreams, to fix something in life, and started to use drugs to escape from reality.
After release he often thought about quitting to use drugs, but as it often
happens with addicts he never stopped. Although he formed a tie and had his own
family, worked as a general worker on construction sites, took up all around trying to
learn by doing. But he could not stop using drugs. And where are drugs there is
always crime.
Childbirth changed their attitude, he and his wife had some progress but the
child died at the age of one year.
"They say grief brings together, - says Yuri - but in our case it
ruined the last thing we had."3
And in their drug addiction he and his wife had "reached the bottom." And when
nothing left in his life but pain and needs, he came to the rehabilitation center, where
he "met with God." For the moment, Yuri has not been using drugs for 4 years
already. However, he got to prison again for his past crimes. His wife died from drugs
a year ago. Only when he stopped using drugs, his youth dreams and plans have
started to come back.
At the first opportunity in the prison he started studying Building and Finishing.
His attitude to his studies is very serious. When he started to learn he was afraid that
will not cope. But he soon realized that if we have a conscious attitude, we can cope
with learning not only easily, but also enthusiastically.
In professional training center, he met «heaven-born» teachers, these are the
teachers who live in their profession and have deep knowledge about it. He knew such
teachers before, but the immaturity of his soul did not give him to appreciate them.
Now, when he learns deeply and thoughtfully he begins to realize how many
mistakes and irregularities is going on in building construction, really "monstrous"
fails. For himself, he explains this with people's irresponsiblity "who do not like their
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job, just trying to finish work faster to come back to TV, computer, or a glass of beer
... They do not care who is going to live, whether your carelessness is dangerous for
them"4. Indifference is one of the vices of man, says Yuriy.
Very worried about his brother, who has apparent prosperity : a job that he
does not like, after which he resorts home playing computer games. Yuriy started
asking for advice on how to help his brother, to open his eyes to his chronic
dissatisfaction with life. He already understands that simple explanations or morality
does not bring any results, while the man himself does not think about the meaning.
Reverting back to studies, says that the education system is very viscous, all
subjects are narrowly specialized, lack of creativity and not much is directed to the
overall broadening of horizons. "For example, no one can answer the question what
are the particular features of construction in Egypt in drought conditions, and in the
library there is no such information"5. Yuri dreams to be taken to the excursions, told
how were built genious architecture, given the opportunity to participate in research
projects, then studies would be much more useful and interesting. According to him,
you can learn under these circumstances, but the possibilities for a serious selfdevelopment are severely limited.
It also hurts that there are not so many tests and assignments to verify and
check the knowledge of the students. As a result, both outstanding students and
disinterested ones get the same diplomas if they complet the minimum requirements.
As the main achievement in his own development, which he has acquired
through training, Yuriy considers his awareness that learning is a way of life. Again he
compares this experience to Faith and perception of God, that never cease to surprise,
to rethink life and yourself in this world.
He 's already thinking about the research paper, that he is going to write at
liberty, because his term ends next year. He wants to conceive and decide on a
serious project, to come up with a global structure. He has no doubts about the
continuation of the education after release and say "I do not wring out of this way!"6
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Moreover, he understands that education in the vocational school unlikely to be
enough, so he dreams of college, where he can finish conceived plan and will seek the
possibilities for its implementation.
"Of course, the possibility to realize my dreams about the perfect
construction will probably come only with my own construction
firm - adds Yuri - but I am only 32, and it may still be possible..."7
Some notes of uncertainty sounded in his voice. But then he adds that he hopes
that there are also employers who take construction seriously.
"I believe it! And only faith in God, in other people, in myself is a
sense of my existence now, that helps to develop, learn and
live."8

1

«плюс тяжелый подростковый возраст, плюс «дурная» компания»
«15 лет мытарств»
3
«Говорят горе сближает,- говорит Юрий,- но в нашем случае оно разрушило последнее, что было.»
4
«которые не любят свою работу, пытаются лишь бы как сделать работу, чтобы быстрее оказаться у
телевизора, компьютера или кружки пива… Им наплевать, кто здесь будет жить, не опасны ли для
них твоя беспечность.»
5
«Например, на вопрос, какие особенности строительства в Египте в условиях засухи, никто не
может ответить, и в библиотеке нет такой информации.»
6
«я больше не сверну со своего пути!»
7
«Конечно, воплотить свои идеальные мечты об идеальном строительстве, наверное возможно
будет только если у меня будет собственная строительная фирма, - добавляет Юрий, - но мне еще
только 32, может и это будет возможным…»
8
«Я в это верю! И только вера в Бога, смысл моего существования, в других людей, в себя помогает
сейчас и развиваться, учиться, просто жить».
2

102

Reports of the life stories

Second Chance Project
Grundtvig Programme
2013-2015

103

Life Stories – Turkey
Report of the life stories
Gebze Halk Eğitimi Merkezi
Gebze Closed Women Prison

Turkey : Report of the life stories
First of all we translate the interviews from English to Turkish. Then when
we wanted to apply the interview immediately but we learned that we had to take
permission from the Ministry of Justice from Ankara. Then we wrote a petition about
our Project and our situation to our prosecution office and finally we got our
permission to apply the interviews.
At that time, none of our regular teachers were working in the prison. There
were some master trainers whom we employed in prison courses so our trainers
applied the interview forms to the inmates.
In Turkey there is a regular teacher in the prison and he is in charge of
planning the courses. When they decide to open a course, they made an application to
our school and we send teachers to the prison. That’s why we have no chance to know
much about the inmates so we decided to make collaboration with the prison
administration to select the interviewees.
During the selection process of the interviewees we tried to select
different types of people. Nowadays there are nearly 395 inmates in Gebze Prison and
only 5 of them are foreigner and we made an interview with one of them. On the
other hand we applied 12 interviews 2 of them were university graduates, 3 of them
were secondary school graduatesand 3 of them were primary school graduates and 4
of them were attended primary schools but they did not finish primary school
educations. Prior to the prison life, 5 of them were living in our city and 7 of them
were living in different cities of Turkey.
As we mentioned before we could not apply the interviews ourselves. We used
3 of our trainers to apply the interviews. First of all we explained them our project and
then we tried to explain how they will apply the interviews and what we
wereexpecting from the interviews. Then they applied 12 interviews but 2 of them
were not good enough to collect data that’s why we used 10 interviews to prepare life
stories.
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Preparing the life stories was not easy for us.

We did not have a chance to

observe the inmates and we did not have a chance to ask detailed questions to the
inmates during the interviews. We had only written forms which were written not by
us but by our trainers. That’s why the life stories we have were not very detailed…
When we were preparing the life stories we separated them into two groups.
Five of them were prepared by FatihDemirci and five of them were prepared by
MelikeÇakır according to the written interview forms.Then we changed the interview
forms and life stories and we discussed about the life stories and then we wrote the
final versions of the life stories. Then we organized a meeting and we discussed about
the interviews and the life stories process. Then we selected the most relevant
aspects according to the interviews and life stories:
Trainees think that the instruction they get is beneficial to find a job and have a
profession, also they find it positive that trainees who finish the courses successfully
get a certificate.
Trainees want to get a more application focused instruction but there are not
sufficient facilities to practice this.(Reference books, material and equipments)
Trainees think that courses are beneficial to evaluate their free time and to
learn new things.
Trainees consider the courses as an opportunity for meeting and getting familiar
with new people.
Increase in self-confidence, and feeling of usefulness, is observed in the people
who joins the courses.
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Estonia : Report ofe the life stories
13.

Selection of the interviewees

After the negotiations with prison administration we were only allowed to
interview the students of the vocational education centre in Jõhvi who are serving
their sentence in the open prison. There are 15 persons in the open prison of the Viru
Prison. We managed to interview 8 of them.
All students finished the basic education (9 grades) - 4 persons are getting the
vocational and upper-secondary education, 3 persons have obtained upper-secondary
education and 1 has obtained higher education. All interviewees showed intellectual
abilities and well-developed reflection skills.
The interviewees are of different nationalities but use Russian as a main
language of communication. There were 5 citizens of Estonia and 3 persons without a
citizenship (Alien Passport).
Age varies from 25 to 50 y.o. (precisely: 25 y.o. – 2 persons; and others:
28;32;34;38;39 and 50 y.o.)
All interviewees are serving their sentence in the open prison. They are going to
be released soon, so the interview gave them the space for the relevant reflection.

14.

Logistics and interviewing

The interviewees were suggested by the supervisor of the vocational education
in the open prison. There were three interviewers – psychologists-andragogues. Two
interviews were taken by 2 interviewers (one was asking the questions and another
one was making notes). Later, however, we noticed that the passive role of the
second interviewer created discomfort for the interviewees.
All other interviews were taken by one psychologyst, who was taken notes and
after certain blocks of the interview checked the recieved information by short
resumees. Such careful attention to the story of the interviewees deepened the
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contact. Another reason for checking the information was luck of possibility to give the
written story back and recieve the feedback (such agreement was not reached).
The interviewers started every meeting with the introductory part, telling about
the aims and objectives of the project, presenting themselves, giving a space for
asking further questions. Mostly it was a question about confidentiality of the
interviewee's personal information. After the assurance in confidentiality and use of
pseudonimes, there were no further questions.
Structure of the interview corresponded to the plan and consisted of 4 parts:
Venue
All the interviews were taken in the counselling room of the vocational centre. It
was a cosy, light and spacious room equipped with comfortable furniture.
Duration
Planned 1,5 hours were never enough for an interview, 7 interviews lasted 2,5
hours together with the introductory part, filling in the feedback questionnaire and
final words. One interview lasted 4,5 hours, almost all student's time foreseen for
studies that day. There was one coffee break during that last interview, while the
discussion continued. All the suggestion to postpone the second part of the interview
to another day were waved away by the interviewee, with words that he might burn
out till the next time and has to to finish it now.
Feedback
At the end of the interview every interviewee was offerred to fill in the feedback
form. All the interviewees underlined that it was timely retrospective look at the
learning path and that they never considered their attitude to learning separetely
before. Somebody spoke more about past, somebody about future, but in general
they appreciated the possibility to built plans, that was the most pleasant part of the
interview. On the question what they liked least, 5 answered nothing and 3 – painful
memories. On the question how they felt during the interview 5 answered „Thank you,
good“; 1 - „I felt myself as a human“; 1 - „Trusted you and felt good“; 1 „Differently, sometimes it was painful, sometimes uplifting. It has been a long time I
breathed so freely“.
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In general the feedback was positive.
Personal impression and conclusions of the interviewers
After the interview they reconstructed in details the interview, so any important
detail was lost. Then we met all 3 together to share our feelings, impressions and
discuss the plan of the life stories. Those interviews gave us an opportunity to
understand inmates, reasons of their lost possibilities, hear their attitude to the
methodology of the education and their attitude to our work in particular. It was very
improtant and valuable for our further professional work.

15.

Life stories

Two stories (from the interviews taken in pair) were written by one interviewer
with remarks and additional details of another one. The rest were written by the
interviewer and later discussed in the working group of 3 psychologists.

16.

Elaboration of the working lines

After getting to know all the life stories we highlighted 2 main, repetitive
working lines:
1. Decision to come back to the education was taken as a result of deeply
personal processes. No external motivation influenced. Sometimes external motivation
worked as anti-motivation.
2. The respective attitude to the inmates as to adults, when the tutor is a
supportive person not the authority defining all the development lines, also favores
the learning process.
3. Self-motivation and interest to learning appears after the first successful
achievements. Interim achievements and success motivate for the further learning.
4. High necessity of learning English/German languages is connected with
perspective employment only in developed and rich European and Scandianvian
countries.
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Italy : Report of the life stories
17.

Selection of the participants

We have selected the students who attend the school in prison more regularly
and who are more motivated because these inmates could express their ideas about
school experiences in a more conscious way and be aware of the benefits and changes
that education has brought to their lives.
The interviews have been carried out by four teachers who work in prison:
Serena Bartalini, Elisa Faleri, Rossella Lussone, Claudio Marini. We have interviewed
13 inmates: 5 in the prison in Siena and 8 in San Gimignano. They are aged from 22
to 75 and come from different countries: Italy, Albania, Morocco, Romania and Turkey.
They have different educational levels, as five of them attended basic education, eight
inmates abandoned school when they were very young. They also have different kinds
of criminal situations and have to serve different sentences in prison (from a few
years to life imprisonment).
All the inmates that we have selected were willing to take part in the in the
interviews and were happy to have the chance to express their point of view about
school and education in prison.

18.

Logistic of the interviews

Before starting the interviews, we translated all the questions in Italian,
because we had to ask a formal permission to the prison administration and also
because most of our inmates have a very basic level of English language, so it was
necessary to interview them in Italian and then translate the life stories in English.
After getting the Directors’ permissions, we planned a calendar of the interviews.
The interviews took place in the classrooms or in the library of the prisons,
there was one interviewer for each interviewee and it lasted about two hours. We
could not record the inmates’ answers, so we took notes during the interviews.
We tried to create a friendly and relaxed atmosphere, so that the inmates could
feel at ease and express their ideas and experiences. It was not difficult to create this
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situation, as all the inmates we have interviewed are our students, so they know us
well and talk to us every day.

19.

Interviews

During the interviews we asked the inmates questions related to three areas:
the person, the social context and the educational institution. The questions were
focused on their interests, their family and friends, their social environment, the
educational institutions and the teachers. To obtain this information, the interview was
divided into four parts: personal information, school experience before prison, school
in prison, personal considerations about education.
Some interviewees were willing to talk about their memories of the past, others
did not want to remember negative periods of their lives. When they felt embarrassed
or did not want to give many details about some questions, we tried not to force the
situation.
The experience of the interviews has been positive and useful for both the
inmates and the teachers, because it helped to know our students better, to
understand better their situations and to consider them as human beings who deserve
a second chance, not just as inmates. They also helped us to be aware of how much
our job as teachers is important to them.

20.

Elaboration of the life stories

After the interviews, the interviewers wrote a report of the inmates’ answers,
organized all the information and then they wrote a life story in English or in Italian,
according to their knowledge of English language. We tried to integrate aspects
concerning feelings, emotions and non verbal language in the narrative. We read all
the life stories and decided a title based on their content. Then we selected the most
relevant narratives to be used in the project.
Some interviewees could read the life story based on their interview, but others
couldn’t because they do not stay in the same prison anymore.

21.
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After reading the life stories based on the interviews, we selected the most
important and common aspects which emerged from these activities. We agreed on 5
working lines which can be used in the focus groups.
Specific working lines of the Italian group:
Goıng to school helps them to pass the tıme they have to spend ın prıson ın a
constructıve way.
A common aspect ın the ıntervıews ıs the fact that they talk about negatıve
experıences or epısodes whıch led them to abandon school.
Comparıson between the atmosphere they found ın the school outsıde and
school ın prıson: they all thınk that teachers ın the prıson school are more frıendly,
flexıble and talkatıve. Thıs aspect ıncreases theır motıvatıon to learn.
Importance of school for theır famıly (both the past and present school
experıence).
The awareness of the ımportance of learnıng to ımprove theır lıfe prospect
(from dıfferent poınts of vıews).
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Romania : Report of the life stories
22.

Interview process - objectives:

Education level of the inmates;
Utility of the prison courses;
Used methods for the prison courses.

The inmates were interviewed by 5 teachers; the process happened one-onone, in total being listened 15 inmates. Each teacher interviewed 3 inmates.
One interview lasted approximately one hour. The interview process happened
in one day. All the interviewees attended the process very well with ought exception
and declared they did not feel uncomfortable during the interview. In Romania there
are not many emigrants so we did not find in prison inmates of different nationalities.
The prison is a maximum security prison so there were needed a lot of formalities.
Compulsory school in Romania is up to 10 grades, so the ones that already finished 10
grades can attend to school only by applying specifically for this. They can also attend
to special vocational courses: communication, business education, health education,
ITC, growing fruit trees, religious education, etc.
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Spain : Report of the life stories
Since the very beginning of the project, we started preparing the process of
creating the life stories and the way of working with the data collected. We also
elaborated a common document (Appendix 1) to include all these aspects in order to
be used as a qualitative methodology guide between all the six partners.
Nevertheless, once we started having the results from the first part of the
project (the interviews, the life stories and the lines of work for the focus groups) we
realized that we could not follow the entire aspects exactly in the same way as we had
thought it previously.
Therefore, this report shows the way we run the process of making the
interviews, creating the life stories and establishing the lines of work from the Spanish
team.

23.

Selection of interviewees

As we established previously in the guide, the number of the interviews should
be between 10 and 20 per country, whenever possible. In our case, we made 13
interviews.
At the same way, we followed the rest of the criteria we agreed that the
participants had to meet:
Our students had different level of education: 1 of FI1142, 1 of FI2143, 3 of FI3144,
5 of GES145, 1 Higher Level Training and 2 University Students.
They were all capable of thinking about themselves.
They were from different nationalities: 7 Spanish, 1 Peruvian, 3 Moroccan, 1
French and 1 Pakistani.
They were of different ages: 26, 31, 33, 35, 36, 40, 41, two of 42, 44, 45, 54
and 57.
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They all have or have had ties with the school so as their criminal situation
varies: 11 inmates, 1 open prison and 1 released.

24.

Logistics interviews

In general, we had facilities to interview the students, although we encountered
the inability to record the voice. This meant that we had to take notes and, therefore,
it was necessary that there were two interviewers in each session. As a consequence,
there were 12 interviewers involved (11 teachers and the librarian).

25.

Interviews

We did the interviews following the techniques to conduct them (considering the
points: before, during and after) and the four parts scheduled in the script (personal
information, the school experiences before entering prison, their pass through the
prison school and the last considerations: their immediate present and future).
As planned, we gave them the Interview Feedback Form (Appendix 1.2) too, at
the end of the session, and the evaluation results were positive. This interview made
the students think about issues that they had forgotten about their life. Although
some past experiences were negative, they liked thinking about their memories.
Concerning the interviewers, it was an enriching process too. It allowed us to
understand much better our students. They explained their school experiences and
motivations and we were also able to understand their attitudes and reactions during
the interview.
As we considered, the interviews took one or two sessions from an hour and a
half and two hours long each one and, to enable a quicker emotional connection, at
least one of the interviewers was the student’s main teacher. We assigned each
interviewee a pseudonym to protect his privacy, as planned.
Besides, most of us elaborated a mind map between both, the interviewer and
the interviewee, because as it had been recommended, it would help us to break the
ice, generate familiarity, create a dialogue... Definitely, to make them feel the main
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characters and obtain more implication from them. In fact, this is what we got, we
had the participation and willingness of the interviewees.
Another aspect to consider was the place we chose for the interviews. Trying to
find the best one, to create an atmosphere of trust to facilitate communication, or
because we did not have any other option, the interviews were conducted in various
locations: in the classroom (8) or in different places of the prison (1 in the Central
Library, 1 in the theatre and 1 in the patio of the Psychiatric Department), other
prisons (1) or on the street (1).

26.

Elaboration of life stories

As we said previously, we made the interviews in pairs, so both interviewers
were in charge of writing the life stories. Immediately after completing the interview
and in order to start the process of analysis and interpretation, the interviewers made
an exchange of feelings and a first assessment not to lose details and share the most
relevant aspects of it.
The second step was to write the life story. This writing was done by the
interviewers with their notes and, in some cases, if any doubt appeared or was
needed any other information, they could ask the interviewees again.
Each life story was shared in Google Drive by all the interviewers and other
professionals also involved (in our case, 12 teachers and the librarian). During a
week, more or less, everybody had the opportunity to read and make notes about the
life stories shared. This resource allowed us to improve our communication and make
it more efficient. With these contributions the interviewers made the final version.
After that, the life stories were returned to interviewees in order to get their
opinion and make the last changes, if it was necessary.
Finally, we translated the life stories in English to be able to share with all
participants of the Grundtvig project. We followed an edition rules, created by our
librarian. (Appendix 2)
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27.

Elaboration of working lines

We also developed a common grid (Appendix 3) in Google Drive where all the
interviewers wrote down this information about each life story: title, working lines and
phase of edition. As it was shared by all the professionals, this grid was updated and
enriched day by day.
After that, each professional had to select the most essential three working
lines according to his/her point of view. Finally, there was a meeting where the most
relevant working lines were chosen, one as the priority and four more (Appendix 4).
We realized that all of them were linked in three topics:
Students: Our students had different motivations to join the school, leaving go
out of the courtyard, getting away from their problems, obtaining a degree, passing
time, learning... But they all said that they felt good when attending school so they
remained in it and that learning made them feel better.
Professionals: A common feature in all the stories was that they highly valued
the teacher, emphasizing his/her patience, his/her attitude towards the students,
what it was transmitted to them, etc... This made us question ourselves what human
qualities had to have a good teacher/professional who worked with students/inmates.
Methodology used in class: Although some students said a priori that the
contents taught were few and the level was low, they always ended up realizing that
they learned much more than they thought and that made them feel better. These
considerations suggested us that the methodology used was appropriate, although it
was not the one expected by the students.
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142

First level of Adults Instrumental Education, before GES.
Second level of Adults Instrumental Education, before GES.
144
Third level of Adults Instrumental Education, before GES.
145
GES is equivalent to the Obligatory Secondary Education (ESO), which comprises studies between 12
and 16 years. In adults, it can be achieved in two academic years.
143
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Poland : Report of the life stories
Life stories are based on the interviews conducted with the pupils of prison
school located at the Detention Centre in Warsaw-Bialoleka.

This Learning Center

educates students at the secondary level in the field of secondary school, technical
and vocational schools. Interviews have been prepared under the '' Second chance
Grundtvig” project.

28.

Selection of interview

According to the guidelines, each national group of project „Second chance''
was supposed to prepare from 10 to 20 interviews. Polish group has developed 10
„Life Stories'' which were written on the basis of interviews with pupils prison school.
Selected prisoners have achieved different levels of education. Frequently their
education stopped at the primary or high school level. Most participants in the study
come from the pathological environment. Only one person comes from a well-to-do
home.
Age of respondents (in years): 23, 25, 28 (2 persons), 33, 36, 37, 38, 39, 41
All students are persons sentenced, with a long term sentences, including 25
years imprisonment.

29.

Logistics interview

Prisoners were interviewed in the Learning Centre Libraries. Libraries as places
of calm and silence, especially in prison, caused reverie of ours students. That’s way
we chose and used this place.
Interviews were conducted after school, during they free time. Moderator sat in
front of the narrator, face to face, so that eye contact was the best. In the distance,
there was an observer who was recording everything and took notes. Interviewers
wanted the students to feel at ease, relaxed, were willing to open up to their own
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memories. Meetings were held with all participants in one month. None of the
respondents agreed to use recordings for design purposes.

30.

Interviews

At the news that a project Second Chance will be realized many of the prisoners
volunteered. But after receiving detailed information about the rules for conducting
interviews, but also the formal requirements to be met by the respondents, a few
audience members quickly resigned.
Interviews with respondents lasted from 1.5 to 2 hours. Each had a different
dynamic and progress. After a brief introduction and creation of atmosphere of a
„casual conversation'' students opened up and willingly began to recall childhood,
school, time of adolescence, the first failure. There were situations or even, more
likely, memories when inmates refused to speak or needed to be silent for a while.
Most frequently this was memories associated with their relatives or some traumatic
events of they own. None of the interviewers didn’t press or forced to response and it
also created a climate of trust and commitment. Persons participating in the
interviews were accompanied by different emotions: joy, sadness, embarrassment,
anger but also confusion or embarrassment. The color and strength of the voice
narrating varied depending on the memories and experiences presented.
At the end of the conversation each respondent received a questionnaire
evaluation Interview feedback form to assess the conversation and people carrying it.
Surveys were anonymous. Feedback has been positive, although brief and short.

31.

Elaboration of life story

Interviews were conducted in pairs (teacher - moderator and psychologist observer) for a total of 6 people. At the beginning all conversations were recorded on
a voice recorder, but due to the lack of agreement from the interviewees on their
dissemination, all records were deleted. Life stories' were written based on an analysis
of the individual interviews and taken notes.
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During interviews Moderator tried to steer the conversation so that the areas
have been analyzed thoroughly investigated issue. That’s way guiding questions have
been prepared. The questions concerned the life of respondents: before going to jail
(home, family, school and education), until life in prison, as well as learning in school
during the imprisonment. Separate topics were questions about their plans for the
future, such as what education changed in their lives and whether it was worth the
effort

to

re-take

science?

How

to

evaluate

themselves

and

their

acquired

qualifications? Does the institution-the prison will be easier for them to find their place
in society after release?
Grouped issues allowed to systematize interviews and were very helpful in
taking down individual life stories. Most respondents mentioned good childhood and
school education. Positive about the atmosphere in the house, the relationship with
the environment, the level of qualifications of teaching staff – teachers. In two cases
the respondents didn’t want to spend too long time for this period of their life. This
was due to the bad experiences and the terrible secret of one of the listeners. In any
case, the school and the study was an important element for our interviewees. The
prison school and educational training providers have been evaluated very well.
All stories based on interviews were written off and worked on n a few days.
That’s way the personnel held several working meetings. They consulted and
interviewed their strengths and weaknesses, the atmosphere in which the talks were
held. Drew attention to the goals and results of the study. Summarizes the level of
response and involvement of the respondents in the analysis of their life. Discussed
teaching methods and tools used during the study.

32.

Elaboration of working lines

On the basis of interviews Polish group has chosen the most distinctive and
repeated directions of thought and action of the respondents. Based on the collected
material we prepared the working lines. The conclusion of the study shows that the
learning process helps prisoners in a constructive way to utilize free time during
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imprisonment. Education gives meaning to their lives and lets hope for faster and
easier return to society. The school in a prison is s second chance for them.
Concluding:
Students: the most common among respondents motivation to start a study in
isolation in prison were better prison conditions. Both in terms of everyday living accommodation, additional powers but also the environment (students represent a
higher intellectual level in prisons, are less demoralized). In some cases, it was a
family or prison educator who had an impact on this decision. In individual rare cases
it was the matter of a self-realization or unsatisfied ambitions.
Teaching staff: during the interviews, teachers and trainers of prison facilities
were perceived as calm and extremely forgiving. In the opinion of the students their
common feature is the relationships that they have created with their audience.
Teachers pay them a lot of time and attention, not only during lessons, but also
beyond it. Engage in additional activities for the students by organizing for example
meetings with well-know persons, trips to museums, cinema, theater. However, the
biggest advantage of educators is that they do not perceive embedded in the school
as criminals and criminals, but as ordinary students.
Methodology:

our respondents

believe

that teachers systematically and

effectively work with them, allowing them to master the knowledge along with the
ability to use it in practice. With different working methods, such as talk, discussion,
exercises, educational games and sometimes small productions, they can develop
their abilities and interests. Lessons are not boring and spending time at the school is
attractive to pupils.
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Appendix 1: Interviews – Life stories
33.

Introduction

Doing research to find out if the prison school is a second chance,
needs first some considerations about the meaning of this concept. In that
sense, we understand this second chance as the vital experience that the
student is living or has lived in the adults school, considering the reason
which makes him go back to his studies or start new ones, the motivation
and the hopes which push him to do it, to make this second chance exists.
The bibliographic references and our own experience as teachers give us
enough background to deal with this topic.
Nevertheless, difficulties emerge when what we want to know and
recognize is the way in which this second chance is seen, lived and thought
of by our students. Considering our environment, that the school is in a
prison, our students, who apart from having the possibility of some negative
scholar experiences, are deprived of their liberty, which may produce
anxiety and uncertainty as a consequence of finding themselves in a
physical and temporal space such as prison.
The researchers’ team wants approach to this world view of the
school trying to be faithful, as much as possible, to our students’ voice. This
is the work that we propose to do during the first phase of our
investigation: collect from our chosen students, their narratives both of
their life in general and of their school experience in particular.
With this knowledge, we want, in first place, to know, from empathy
and confidence with our informants, how their school life was, what they
think at present about the school, how they feel about, what it represents
for them and what it arouses in them, in order to recognize how they see
their training in the future and which expectations within other spheres of
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their life (labor, social, familiar, affective,...) this second chance represents
for them.
Following

a

qualitative

methodology,

in

order

to

access

this

information, we planned to produce the life story of each interviewee. In
fact, elaborating the life stories we enable us to extract the first conclusions
about if the hypothesis we formulated (the prison school represents a
second chance for the students) is true or not. This methodology requires a
review of the first conclusions with new informants, who have the same
profile, and also with professionals who are involved in the research. This
will be the next phase, the focus group.
So as to produce these life stories, we will make a semi structured
open interview to our chosen students. In this type of interviews the mutual
knowledge and confidential element, in conclusion, the empathy for our
students, is essential. In fact, it is one of the indispensable requirements to
choose the subjects of the sampling.

We deal with human material:

feelings, hopes, failures, successes, disappointments,.. So, it is at this point
where the researchers’ team must act more carefully. We mustn’t only
focuse

in

the

methodological

exactitude,

but

we

should

build

the

investigation from the respect of its main characters.
This travel in time, from a remembered past to a lived present in a
specific situation, the vision not only of a future but the reconstruction of
the scholar past, will provide tools for our students and for ourselves in
order to build together a real second chance that may open a future where
the school might be relevant.
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34.

Process of creating the life stories

The interview
It is planned to perform an interview allowing to create spaces to
think, where interviewee is relaxed in order to talk and share their own
memories, experiences... However, if it is needed and if possible, you could
also appreciate the possibility of two interviews.
Considering that this is a semi-structured interview and that, what we
want to know, are the experiences of our interviewed students; we, as
interviewers,

taking

into

account

the

planned

interview

script,

will

accompany the student through those memories that we would like to
discover and share together. We will also make all the required information
flows. We will use the standard biographical interviews and duration will be
between hour and a half to two hours.
The purpose of the interviews is to obtain of each interviewee
information related to these three areas: the person, the social context and
the educational institution.
Within the person, we include aspects about their interests, level of
self -steem, trait of personality and acquisition of habits (primary
socialization).
Within the social context, we cover aspects as the family and friends,
so for example, the affectivity, the referents, the familiar or equal group
structure, the socioeconomic level and the training level of their parents or
referents. Lastly, the educational institution comprises the teachers, the
scholar environment and the educational practices.
(See Appendix 1.0: Techniques to conduct interviews).
In order to obtain this information, the interview is divided into four
parts:
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In the first part, we will ask about personal information (where he
was born, what his family was like, socio-economic situation...).
In the second part, we will focuse on their school experiences before
going to prison, so that our informants can place us in a physical space and
time.
This information will help us in the third and fourth part to compare
and to arrive at conclusions to be discussed with them, afterwards, in the
research phase of the work groups.
We need to know his school life. We will ask him about the school, his
memories, his teachers, his parents, if they helped or not...
In the third part, in which we will already have more information
about our students (we will know his life, his memories), the interview will
be focused on his pass through the prison school, it will be his present time
or part of his recent past: what does he think / has he thought about his
period in school...
We will try to make him share his emotions with us, the way he sees
himself in this second training experience, what does he think about it and
what would he change.
In the fourth part we will deal with their final thoughts: what
expectations does he have for the future, if he considers that his
participation in the school will provide him or has already provided him with
different expectations comparing his previous school experiences to the
current ones...
Once the interview has finished, we will give each interviewee a short
assessment questionnaire about the interviews (appendix 1.2) (their
personal opinion about the interview).
The Appendix 1.1, contains a guide with the questions we’ll use
during

the

interview.

Also,

includes

some

considerations

and

recommendations in order to create a pleasant environment.
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The life story
After the interviews, each interviewer will be in charge of his/ her
content individually, starting a process of analysis and interpretation. The
interviewer will extract those features that consider the most relevant from
the interview and then, will prepare a written narrative. This narrative is
what we call story life.
We understand, as a life story, the interpretation of what the person
produces his memories, ideas, facts, feelings... and everything that life has
excluded. The result will be a narrative writing, made by the interviewer.
(Appendix 1.3)
Once the life story is written, the interviewer will try, as far as
possible

(via

email,

personally...),

to

return

this

narrative

to

the

interviewee, to get to know their opinion and contrast it.
Establishing the general line of work for focus groups
Done all the previous work, each interviewer will determine the most
relevant aspects from each life story. Afterwards, these aspects will be put
forward among all the interviewers.
This process consists of conceptually putting in groups those aspects
that seem the most relevant. It is recommended, by way of example, to
indicate for each group that we have done, a literal sentence taken from the
interviews and / or the life stories. Then, among all the partners, will agree
the general line of work that will be talked in the focus groups and, also,
could see which areas have emerged and which are specific to each country.
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Appendix 1.0: Techniques to conduct interviews
Points to consider before, during and after:

35.

Before the interview:

To decide an interviewer for each interview.
To assign each interviewee a pseudonym to protect his/her privacy.
To choose the right place.
It is advisable to go through the experience to explain or write your
own life story with a partner. This allows both the interviewer and the
interviewee have a view of the whole process forward.
To agree on the information given to the interviewee in the first
contact with him/her.
To prepare the necessary permissions to carry through the research.
To inform the interviewee of the recording and how the information
will be used.

36.

During the interview:

To empathize with the interviewee. For example, we could use
expressions like ‘Can you tell me more about it?’, ‘What do you mean with
this idea?’...
If the student says something that it isn’t very connected to the topic,
you should come back to the topic you are talking about.
Aspects that can appear in order to warn the interviewer
To implicate the interviewee story with the interviewer memories.
To listen to very traumatic situations.
To make the interviewee cry.
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To block the interviewee and be unable to speak about his/her
memories.
The interviewer has the freedom to organize, choose and ask for
questions as long as these are open, they can’t answer yes / no.
It is useful to write notes about the interviewee while he/she is
talking. This will help the interviewer to write the life story.

Rules for the development of an interview
To choose the right place to carry out the interview.
To design the right situation (calm place, provide eye contact ...)
To ask questions understandable.
To introduce topics gradually.
To allow the interviewee speak openly and clearly.
To listen to the interviwee carefully.
To give time, not to lose it.
To pay full attention.
To be, or appear, spontaneous and sincere.
To be patient and understanding.
To deal in terms of equality and respect.
Not to give advice or make judgments.
Not to contradict or argue.
(Alvira, Francisco. La entrevista focalizada)
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37.

After the interview:

To write down everything that comes after (anymic state, no verbal
language...).
To extract the most relevant interviews’ information in order to write
their life stories (doing literal transcriptions about the whole document,
doing summaries...)
To develop the life story of each interviewee.
To design the focus groups.
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Appendix 1.1: Guidelines for the interviews

Interview objectives
The purpose of this interview is to get to know the schooling of the
interviewee and to know both what his pass through the prison school has
meant to him and his opinion of the methodology used in the school.
Sample criteria
The number of the interviewees will be between 10 and 20 per
country, whenever possible.
The criteria that the participants have to meet is:
To have different level of education
To be capable of thinking about oneself.
Preferibly, to be of different nationalities.
To be of different ages.
To have or have had ties with the school.
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The interview
It is considered to carry out an interview which lasts between 1h. 30
min. to 2 hours, with the possibility of doing a second interview, if it
possible.
Whenever possible, the interviewer will be the student’s main
teacher. This will enable a quicker emotional connection.
As an optional tool, to make the interview easier, it’s recommended
to elaborate a mind map between the interviewer and the interviewee. This
may help to break the ice, generate familiarity, to create a dialogue...
As is important to get an active participation from our students, the
elaboration of a mind map together will help the interviewed to feel himself
the principal actor and his implication will be more detailed.
“In the course of this interview we’ll try to collect the most important
aspects may appear. In order to represent what we both consider more
interesting, we’ll draw up together a diagram”
Aspects to be considered during the interview
To always help the interviewee explain his answers.
If there is a question that he doesn’t want to answer or he is blocked,
do not force the situation.
There are certain subjects that have to be talked during the
interview:
To always talk about all the different periods of his schooling
(childhood, adolescence).
To talk about family, friends and school.
The last question of each section, which is in bold, will be used to join
one section with another.
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Introduction
It is necessary to relate what we have already told the students about
the project to the session that we are about to start.
“Do you remember why we did these interviews?”
“We want to invite you to reflect upon and to redo the trajectory of
your life, especially focusing on your schooling. And, on the other hand, we
want to know what your pass through the prison school has meant to you”
“Do you want to ask me anything before we start?”

1rst part: Personal information
“We will start with some general questions so we can place ourselves”
Where were you born?
How old are you?
How long have you been in (country)?
Which was your city/neighborhood?
What your neighborhood was like?
Where did you live and with whom?
Please,

say

three

memories

of

your

childhood

(helping

the

interviewee: good things, bad things, ...)

2nd part: The school experiences before entering prison
“Now that we know where we stand, we will proceed to talk about
your first school experience and of your first school relations during that
period: school, friends, neighborhood and other related fields.”
Did you go to school? For how long? Where was it?
How many schools have you been to? If you changed school, how did
was it for you in each one of those schools?
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Which are the most important memories you have of your schools
years when you were a child? Which emotions or feelings do you remember
the best? And concerning friends? And teachers? And family?
Could you explain what a normal school day was like? And an
afternoon when you left school?
Why did you leave school? (It would be interesting to know his
family’s opinion, if they valued schooling, if he missed school a lot, if he
dropped out due to economic reasons, family reasons...)
When you leaved your school, which future were your expecting?
Please, compare how you were in your school and how you are now
in the prison school.

3rd part: His/her pass through the prison school
"Now that we know how you saw yourself in the school when you
were a kid and how you see yourself now, we'd like to focus in your
experience in the prison school”
Note: The questions in this part and the next one have to be adapted
depending on the current situation of the interviewee.
What are you studying? / What did you study?
Why did you sign up for attending the school?
After this time attending the school, which is the most important
thing that the school has provided to you, in your opinion?
What memories, feelings, emotions, do you have when attending the
school as an inmate? And regarding the teachers? And regarding your
classmates?
Please, explain to me some class and/or activity that you liked
specially
Do you talk with your family about the school? What do they think
about you attending the school? / When you attended the prison school, did
you talk with your family about the school? What did they think?
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Why did you recommend to another inmate signing up for the school?
What is your opinion about the way are you learning? Which are the
means and activities used that help you to learn better? / / What is your
opinion about the way did you learn? Which were the means and activities
used that helped you to learn better
(In

this

question,

we

expect

the

interviewee

talk

about

methodological aspects: materials, class arrangement, individual activities,
small-group activities, big-group activities, the way how we evaluate,
meaningful learning)
Please, may you say three positive aspects and three negative
aspects regarding to the prison schools?

4th part: Last considerations
“Now, in order to close all this itinerary, we’ll focus in your immediate
present and your future”
Do you think your experience in the school has had something to do
with any change in your life, regarding job, family, children...?
Would you like to carry on with your academic training when you
leave the prison? / Have you carried out with your academic training since
when you left the prison?
Do you think the school will open to you a second chance? Why? / Do
you think the school opened to you a second chance? Why?
Would you add something else?
“Thank you very much for your collaboration and participation in this
interview. And, to finish, we want you to complete this Feedback Form to
know your opinion about the interview.” (appendix 1.2)
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Appendix 1.2: Interview Feedback Form

INTERVIEW FEEDBACK FORM
Your age:

Country of residence:

Your native country:
How useful was this experience for you?

What was the best thing about the interview?

What was the worst thing about the interview?

How did you feel during interview?

Thank you!
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Appendix 1.3: Guidelines for making the life stories
To extract the most relevant interviews’ information in order to write
their life stories (doing literal transcriptions about the whole document,
doing summaries...).
To write significant quotes in the same way the interviewee say them.
To

organize

the

information

so

that

it

is

understandable

in

chronological order.
To write the topics/issues that have been addressed in the interview:
person, social context, educational institution.
It isn’t just a descriptive narrative but also interpretative.
To write about memories, ideas, facts, feelings, non verbal language
contained in the notes to reflect the interviewee’s state in order to integrate
them into the narrative.
To add the interviewer’s personal impressions of the interviewee (this
information

come

from

both

the

interviews

and

the

evaluation

questionnaires).
What did you attract your attention the most?
What was the most relevant of the interview? Why?
What feelings the interviewees awake you?
Were there changes in the first perception of the interviewee? Which
were?
Did the interviewee like the interview? Why?
Which conclusions can the interviewee obtain from this interview?
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Appendix 2: Style guidelines for life stories
● All the documents must present:
o a header
o a title
o a text
o page numbers
o they may present direct quotations
o they may present footnotes

About the header
● The header will show on the left the corporative information and on the right the
authors as it follows:

Life Stories – Country
Second Chance, Grundtvig 2013-15
Name of the school
Name of the pricon
CP Homes de Barcelona

Author 1
Athor 2
Title
Fatih Demirci
Melike Çakı

● The format of the header will be
○ style font: verdana
○ size font: 10
○ weight font: normal, except the title, which will be italic
○ alingment: left
○ indentation: none
○ pharagraph spacing: none
○ line spacing: simple
○ to put the authors on the righ you’ll need to do it manually
○ after the line leave an enter
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About the title
● The format of the title will be:
○ style font: verdana
○ size font: 14
○ weight font: bold
○ alingment: center
○ indentation: none
○ pharagraph spacing: none
○ line spacing: 1,5
○ leave an enter before and after the title
● If there is an an introductory sentence, its format will be:
○ style font: verdana
○ size font: 10
○ weight font: italic
○ alingment: center
○ indentation: none
○ pharagraph spacing: 4 pt
○ line spacing: simple
About the text
● The format of the text will be:
○ style font: verdana
○ size font: 10
○ weight font: normal
○ alingment: justifried
○ indentation: 1rst line, left, 1,25 cm.
○ pharagraph spacing: 4 pt.
○ line spacing: 1,5
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About the page numbers
● The page numbers will be at the bottom, on the right
About the direct quotations
● If the quotation follow a sentence in the text, it goes between quotations marks
inline with the text, if you can split the quotation of the text it must go in another
pharapraph, as it follows
● The format of the direct quotations will be (when it goes in another pharagraph):
○ style font: verdana
○ size font: 11
○ weight font: normal
○ alingment: justifried
○ indentation: left, 2 cm.; right, 2 cm.
○ pharagraph spacing: 4 pt.
○ line spacing: 1,5
● The direct quotations go between quotations mark
● They go in english within the text and a footnote must be created with the
quotation in the original language
● All punctuation marks go inside the quotation marks
About the footnotes
●

They go at the end of the document

● The format of the footnoteswill be:
○ style font: verdana
○ size font: 10
○ weight font: normal
○ alingment: left
○ indentation: none
○ pharagraph spacing: none
○ line spacing: simple
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Appendix 3 : Common grid working lines

PHASE OF

WORKING LINES

TITLE

EDITION
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Appendix 4 : Working lines
1. The fact of learning makes students feel better and the fact of
feeling better makes them learn better.

2.

The comparison between how they learned before entering in

prison and how they do it now makes the students question themselves
which is the best methodology.

3. Sensitivity, proximity and knowing how to be of the teacher, as
essential aspects that make easier learning.

4. The personal recognition and the discovery of one's own abilities as
the key to start learning.

5. The effort and determination that involves to follow their education
as essential values to contribute to the reintegration in society.
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