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Umwelt.Wissen.Netzwerk 
environmental knowledge network 

with 80 partner organisations 
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 Non-formal education segment 

 Libraries: the second biggest educational institution 
after schools and nursery schools 

 Potential to reach the broader public with 
environmental topics 

Raising awareness on an intergenerational basis  
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 50 public libraries in Lower Austria  

 No requirements such as checkout figures, size, 
business hours, or the like   

 

 

 

Fair distribution of book towers  
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 Students from the New Design University in St. Pölten 

Inclusion of young adults 
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3-part shelf system with 150 pieces of media as basic 

configuration (now 300) 
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 A new library initiative by the Lower Austrian  
government called “Treffpunkt Bibliothek”  
was started parallel to the leseumwelt project launch  
Now the umbrella organisation for municipal and church libraries 

 Improvements to infrastructure such as new shelving, 
computer equipment, library software, new media 

 New impetus and motivation – open to new things, 
such as our leseumwelt project 
 

A fortunate coincidence 
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 Inclusion of the multipliers – librarians – and target audience – 
readers – from early on in the development phase 
  

 Introductory seminars on the project under the title “Begrüne 
Deine Bibliothek” (Make Your Library Green) and surveying of 
the opinions regarding our project including public relations. 

 

Participation put into practice  
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 Project website with entire media catalogue – 
frequently used by multipliers  

 YouTube – videos of book presentations, events  
 Flickr – photos of all events 
 Facebook page for exchanging information and 

experiences  
 150 books for BookCrossing 
All used less than expected 

Disappointing social media and  

BookCrossing experiences 
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Resulting activities  
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 Collaboration with Treffpunkt Bibliothek as well as the individual 
library associations and the Forum Erwachsenenbildung NÖ  
adult education organisation over the entire project duration 

 Numerous partners from the Umwelt.Wissen.Netzwerk,  
workshops, trade fairs, creative festivals, project presentations, 
etc. 

 Municipal council members for environment and education 
 and more 

Reliable collaboration and self-supporting networks  
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 Examining issues related to environmental and climate protection and nature 
conservation in the form of non-fiction books – reader acceptance will 
continue to decline, tend to prefer detective stories and science fiction 

 Eva Rossmann – Unter Strom 
 Marc Elsberg – BLACKOUT – Morgen ist es zu spät 

 Young adults prefer visualised information  
YouTube, Instagram, etc. – still not used enough, combine with other topics, 
need to gain influencers for this 

 Adults can be reached with a low threshold via blogs such as “Wir leben 
nachhaltig” and “klimawandeln.at”, for example (eNu, Government of Lower 
Austria)  
 

Real thirst for education and relevance for real life 
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 Further development as hubs for education and communication 
in Lower Austria 

 Increased offering of extracurricular, intergenerational education 
(MINDT, SDGs, etc.) 
 

 

Libraries redefined  
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 Reaching adults through their children at the library – spatial separation, 
3-part shelf serve as an advantage 

 Not just reference books, but rather more humorous, lighter, and more 
exciting examination of environmental topics through fiction 

  Good fiction/bestsellers at any rate, quickly acquired, frequent 
changes in offerings  

 Addressing new readers? Yes, young fathers, for example. Not just 
detective stories but also books such as Schwarzbuch Baumwolle, 
Hunger Kriege, and Energiesparen einfach 

Findings  
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 Typical gender behaviour when checking out books: 
Women – environmentally friendly gardening, regional and eco-friendly 
cooking, upcycling  
Men – renewable energy, global issues, etc. 

 When books have been presented at events, all of the copies have been 
checked out immediately and also checked out frequently for a long 
period after the event. 

 Further education seminars on topics such as “What diets are 
sustainable?”  
Related media were presented – and then frequently checked out 

Findings  
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 Books presented by the author were especially popular, especially when 
they also describe the author’s own experiences involving 
environmental protection, such as Tagebuch eines Klimamönchs or 
Sandra Krautwaschl’s Plastikfreie Zone 

 Personal credibility of me/authors is extremely important 
 All librarians have to be well informed about the offerings and 

subsequent book bundles, and they should be passionate about 
environmental issues 

Findings  
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 In light of the fact that nearly 90% of librarians in Lower Austria 
work as volunteers (with many employees in smaller libraries as 
well) and their qualifications are very different, knowledge 
management at the libraries is challenging. By contrast, the 
required sensitivity to our topic was particularly high among 
volunteer employees, and they were very eager to collaborate.  

Findings  
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 Lasting environmental education primarily occurred in cases 
where additional activities were implemented in connection 
                           with the media offerings 

 

 

Findings  
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 Success cannot be measured merely in checkout figures 
 The objective was not so much to gain readers but instead to raise 

people’s awareness for environmental and climate protection and 
nature conservation 

 Showing citizens that every  
step towards a more environmentally  
friendly lifestyle counts and motivating  
them to independently consider  
how they can contribute. 
 

leseumwelt successful?! 
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 Yes, it is more difficult to reach adults with environmental and 
sustainability issues, but  

 The librarians we were able to connect successfully with, have become 
very good multipliers who frequently implement new activities and 
include our topics. 

leseumwelt successful?! 
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 In any case, we will continue to use this project to provide new impetus 
with new inputs and definitely see leseumwelt as a suitable tool for raising 
environmental awareness and accompanying people on their path towards 
a more sustainable lifestyle. 

leseumwelt successful?! 
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leseumwelt has  

been received as a positive,  

enriching, and motivating 
project  

for over 5 years. 

 

 

 

leseumwelt successful?! 
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