
The handicap + studie expert centre supports higher 
education institutions in their efforts to make education 
accessible to students with disabilities. This leaflet  
explains the expert centre’s activities in more detail.



This figure is based on a study on study  ing 

with a disability in the Netherlands 

(Studeren met een functiebeperking, 

2012) carried out by ResearchNed/ITS  

for the Dutch Ministry of Education, 

Culture and Science. In the 2011-2012 

academic year, this concerned 667,194 

students in higher education. From  

the annual studies conducted using 

National Student Survey data, it is 

apparent that an increasing number of 

young people with disabilities are 

enrolling in higher education.  

These studies are carried out by the 

Dutch Centre for Higher Education 

Information (CHOI) at the behest of  

the handicap + studie expert centre  

in the Netherlands. Disabilities are  

here defined as physical and sensory 

impairments, including various forms  

of ASS, dyslexia and dyscalculia.  

Impairments affecting energy levels  

and concentration, such as ADD/ADHD, 

and diverse mental health problems  

can also present obstacles.

10% of Dutch students experience  
obstacles in education.
 



Approach

The handicap + studie expert centre works with educators and 
students with disabilities to develop and implement innovative, 
practical solutions for higher education. Increasingly, this also 
extends to upper secondary vocational education.

These activities take the form of projects carried out in conjunction 
with education institutions and the advisement of education institu-
tions, provision of training, organisation of regional gatherings and 
exchange of knowledge. The objective is to enable more students 
with disabilities to successfully pursue the education of their choice.



Expertise

The facilitation of students with disabilities is among the criteria 
assessed in the institutional audits (Instellingstoets Kwaliteitszorg) 
conducted by the Accreditation Organisation of the Netherlands and 
Flanders (NVAO). To aid institutions in framing and implementing 
dedicated policy, a standards committee (Commissie Maatstaf1) has 
defined a number of key areas to specify in practical terms how  
institutions can facilitate students with disabilities to succeed in  
higher education.

These key areas are:
•	 Provision of information
•	 Accessibility of education
•	 Student advisement
•	 Knowledgeability of professionals
•	 Availability of flexible learning pathways
•	 Testing and assessment
•	 Guarantees for quality and continuity

To this, Dutch education institutions have added two further key areas:
•	 Work placements and work
•	 Student participation

The expert centre gathers and makes available information about all of 
these key areas. Much of this information applies equally to upper 
secondary vocational education (Dutch MBO).

1  In 2010 the Commissie Maatstaf published a report on studying with a  

disability in higher education (Studeren met een functiebeperking in het 

hoger onderwijs) containing recommendations for eliminating barriers  

that still impede students with disabilities in higher education.



The handicap + studie expert 
centre works with education 
institutions to promote the  
accessibility and inclusivity of 
education. Below is a summary  
of our services.

+ Advice
The expert centre answers educa-
tion institutions’ policy questions 
about studying with a disability.  
It also provides project guidance 
and advice on policy implemen-
tation and preparation for institu-
tional audits.

+ Projects
The expert centre carries out a 
range of projects in collaboration 
with education institutions in  
areas such as examination,  
pro vision of information, work 
placements and work, flexibili-
sation, student participation 
and image.  

+ Trainingen
With its extensive expertise on 
studying with disabilities, the 
centre provides training on topics 
such as studying with autism, 
ADHD, mental health problems, 
dyslexia or dyscalculia, adapted 

testing and examination, flexible 
education and accessibility. This 
training is designed for teaching 
staff, student counsellors, student 
advisers, academic study advisers, 
care coordinators, exam board 
members and teaching support 
staff.

+ Regional meetings
Regional meetings are organised 
to disseminate knowledge and 
exchange good practices. Topics 
are chosen in concert with higher 
education institutions.

+ Publications
All of the expert centre’s publica-
tions can be found at http://www.
handicap-studie.nl/publicaties.
aspx (in Dutch only).

+ Infoline
Got a question or need advice 
about studying with a disability? 
Phone our infoline on 073-6800783 
to speak to an education 
professional, or send an email to
algemeen@handicap-studie.nl.

What does the expert centre do?

handicap-studie.nl
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The handicap + studie expert centre supports 
higher education institutions in their efforts  
to make education accessible for students with 
disabilities. The handicap + studie centre of  
expertise is part of CINOP.

Contact

handicap + studie expert centre

visiting address
Stationsplein 14
’s-Hertogenbosch

postal address
Postbus 1585
5200 BP ’s-Hertogenbosch

telephone
+31(0)736800783

algemeen@handicap-studie.nl

www.handicap-studie.nl
You can also find us on  
Facebook and Twitter  
(‘handicap + studie’).

The handicap + studie expert centre 

is funded in part through charitable 

gifts and donations. If you would 

like to support the centre’s work, 

you can make a donation to 

 Stichting Expertisecentrum   

handicap + studie NSS (Public Benefit 

Organisation), bank account no.  

NL 62 RABO 0190 4768 69. 

This translation was made possible by EPALE Netherlands, subsidised by the 

European Commission. This publication reflects the views only of the author. 

The Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made 

of the information contained therein.
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