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Webinar Agenda

Global shift towards remote learning.

Trends observed in remote learning in Maltese Primary 
Schools.

Impact on future training programmes.

New pastures in adult learning.

…. personal reflections



Effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
education - UNESCO



Effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
education - UNESCO

Interrupted Learning

Opportunities to learn and socialise are affected. 
Vulnerable children are the ones who are mostly 

affected.

Confusion and stress for teachers 

Happens when schools unexpectedly close for an 
unknown period of time. Teachers unsure how to 
support students and shift to remote learning is 

challenging.

Parents unprepared for distance and home 
schooling.

Parents are asked to support their children but 
they might struggle.



Effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
education - UNESCO

Social Isolation 

Schools are hubs of social activity and human 
interaction which are crucial for the overall 

well-being of children.

Challenges creating, maintaining, and 
improving distance learning.

Rapid shift to online learning brings enormous 
challenges.

Challenges measuring and validating 
learning.

New scenarios which can be stressful for 
both students and parents.





The pandemic showed us that changes in education can happen 

overnight. In one day we had students in classrooms everywhere and 

the next day we had them learning online. With some mistakes on the 

way, many schools made impressive changes in ways to attend to 

students’ needs.



How is coronavirus changing education?





Effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on education

Closure of schools since 13th March 
2020

Sudden shift to remote learning

Adaptation of work to this scenario

Challenges and opportunities for all 
educators – understanding how to 
teach remotely

Parents are experiencing new scenario



Who are the stakeholders in remote learning?
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Pedagogy and Technology

Innovative pedagogical approaches 
together with effective use of technology 
pave the way for new learning 
opportunities.

Technology alone will not bring change.

Remote learning should stem out from 
pedagogical principles.



What are the challenges and opportunities in remote learning?



Unique scenario in Primary Education

Early years Junior years





Towards remote learning

Sudden shift towards remote learning brought a lot of challenges

Initial focus on different forms of media for communication

Links to educational websites posted in social media

Emails

My School



Exponential use of digital technologies

Technology Acceptance Model proposes that 
two particular beliefs, perceived usefulness 
and perceived ease of use, are the primary 
drivers for technology acceptance.  (Lee, 2010)



Trends in training opportunities

Webinars – an efficient way to conduct online training

Training  in MS Teams

Webinars offered by  the Directorate for Digital 
Literacy and Transversal Skills, eTwinning, EPALE and 

other institutions

Global training opportunities

Training and implementation of digital technologies

Training in collaborative pedagogical tools



What is the future of remote learning?



Planning for sustainable future

The acceptance–discontinuance anomaly 
phenomenon (users discontinue using e-
learning after initially accepting it) frequently 
occurs (Roca, Chiu, et al., 2006)



This pandemic is giving us in situ 
experiences of teacher implementing 
remote learning pedagogy.

A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step

bit.ly/maltatoolkit



Perceptions about remote learning



The shift to remote learning is challenging



How long should a remote school day be?





Remote Learning Modalities 
Synchronous Learning 

Interaction 

Immediate feedback

Asking questions

Fixed schedule

Lack of individual 
attention

Focused on the 
teacher



Remote Learning Modalities 
Asynchronous Learning 

Self-paced learning

Anytime, Anywhere

More time to reflect 
and revise

No real-time 
feedback

Interaction is 
different

Self-discipline





Interaction in remote Learning

Kanuka, 2011





What about parents?



Malta Robo League

Schools as Community Learning 
Spaces

Family Coding





Think tank - a leap forward towards the right 
direction

Evaluation of the current scenario

Innovative training programmes

Training should focus on open-ended learning 
situations paving the way for active learning.  

Active learning advocates student-centred 
activities, content creation opportunities, research, 
collaboration, communication and self-reflection.

Concluding remarks



Thank you


