
 

 

     Using digital camera activities in adult 
literacies 

 
Digital cameras can be used in a variety of ways in 
adult literacies learning. They provide a means to 
create visual stimulus for learning and can help 
learners become more aware of the range of literacy 
and numeracy texts around them.  

 
Many learners will already have access to a digital camera via their mobile phone / 
smart phone or similar devise, though using digital cameras provided for them can 
help to standardise the process of transferring the images to a computer.  
 
Activities can be extended by using photo editing software and creating a 
PowerPoint slide show or image gallery. Websites are available that provide an area 
where photographs can be uploaded but care should be taken here in terms of 
privacy if putting images online.  
 
Online options for free photo sharing include: 
Facebook (www.facebook.com) 
Flickr (www.flickr.com) 
Wallwisher (http://wallwisher.com) 
My Album (www.myalbum.co.uk).     
 
The following list provides some ideas to use with adult learners.  
 

 Letters in our lives Photograph each letter of the alphabet in the local 
environment then create a photo gallery of the alphabet. 

 

 Creative writing projects Use photos as stimulus or photos to illustrate a 
creative writing task. Produce some task sheets with pictures of everyday 
objects that will get people writing. 

 

 Photograph adverts Ask learners to photograph some adverts they see 
around them then use these to explore how image and picture combine to 
communicate a message: What is the message? What is being sold and 
how? 

 

 Photograph icons and logos Ask learner to photograph icons or logos in 
their locality. What is written? What is an icon or logo trying to convey? Is the 
message clear? 

 

 Photograph shapes in the environment Ask learners to photograph a range 
of geometric shapes where they live. What shapes are used for what and 
why? When do we use circles / rectangles / squares and why?  

 

 Shapes in nature Ask learners to photograph a range of naturally occurring 
shapes where they live for example spirals, crystals, circles, drops. This could 
lead to discussion on why that shape plus creative writing ideas. 
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 Local projects Ask learners to explore their community and take photographs 
that help illustrate a project such as the following: How child friendly is our 
environment? How good is disabled access in the local school, the local 
shopping area, community facilities? What are the facilities for old people?  
How safe are our roads? 

 

 Places on the map Begin this exercise by exploring a map of the local area 
and identifying items on the map learners would like to find out more about.    
Go and find these items and photo them then ask learners to make a display 
of your locality, including written descriptions to accompany the photographs. 

 

 Making a display on local issue Discuss as a group some of the local 
issues they are aware of / concerned about, for example traffic congestion, 
road safety, areas for children to play, access for old folk. Ask learners to go 
in to the community and take photographs that will illustrate the issues. 
Writing activities could follow, perhaps a report for the local council on what 
would make our locality better? 

 

 Public notices Ask learners to take photographs of local notices in the area. 
What do they say? Who has written them and why? Is their message clear or 
ambiguous? Examples could include: Don’t walk on the grass, No dogs, No 
smoking, Emergency exit. 

 

 My Life Ask learners to make their own Photoblog or Photo diary to illustrate 
some aspects of their lives. Images could be accompanied by writing about 
themselves or poems. 

 

 Writing an illustrated newsletter Ask learners to write a newsletter for a 
particular group or theme and inserting images to illustrate the newsletter or to 
give instructions for example on DIY. An alternative could be to do this 
exercise using an online blog page or a site such as Flickr or Wallwisher 
(http://wallwisher.com).    

 

 PowerPoint Presentations with photos Ask learners to produce a 
PowerPoint to accompany a talk to a local group that presents an issue, 
something at work or at college, for example Health & Safety, setting the 
burglar alarm. 
 

Additional ideas you might want to explore in your own way: 
 

 Local history projects 
 

 Workplace literacies 
 

 Pictures related to exploration of contemporary issues 
 

 Development of a local calendar – opportunities for reading, writing and 
numeracy 

http://wallwisher.com/


 

 

 

 Stimulus and illustration for story telling 
 

 Use in recording learner progress 
 

 Use with Kartouche software 
 

 Holiday planning projects 
 

 Family literacies ideas – e.g. creating a story around a day in the life of a dog 
 

 Advertising on eBay 
 

 Advertising the group 
 

 Using photos in conjunction with family tree making software 
 

 Taking pictures of literacies requirements at local surgery and exploring the 
issues 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


