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SAŽETAK 

 

U ovom radu provedeno je komparativno istraživanje kurikuluma obrazovanja andragoga u 

odabranim europskim zemljama. Obrazovanje andragoga ključan je čimbenik kvalitete 

obrazovanja i učenja odraslih. Uvažavajući ulogu obrazovanja i učenja odraslih u kontekstu 

cjeloživotnog učenja te posljedice globalizacijskih procesa, sve učestalije postaju rasprave o 

definiranju kompetencija andragoga što dovodi do osmišljavanja i osuvremenjivanja 

kurikuluma za njihovo obrazovanje. Obrazovanje odraslih u Europi razvilo se je u različitim 

društvenim, političkim, gospodarskim i kulturnim kontekstima s nizom specifičnih odrednica. 

U tom pogledu obilježja sustava za obrazovanje odraslih odnosno kontekst u kojem andragozi 

djeluju i poimanje profesije andragoga značajno utječu na obrazovanje andragoga odnosno na 

osmišljavanje kurikuluma za njihovo inicijalno obrazovanje i daljnje stručno usavršavanje. 

 

U komparativnom istraživanju kurikuluma obrazovanja andragoga provedenog u ovom radu 

primijenjena je holistička paradigma i kvalitativni pristup putem metode mnogostruke studije 

slučaja. Cilj istraživanja jest na temelju postojećih sustava obrazovanja odraslih i poimanja 

profesije andragoga identificirati, analizirati te usporediti kurikulume obrazovanja andragoga 

na namjerno odabranom uzorku. Istraživanje je provedeno na uzorku od šest namjerno 

odabranih zemalja: Ujedinjeno Kraljevstvo, Francuska, Njemačka, Danska, Estonija i 

Hrvatska.  

 

Komparativno istraživanje kurikuluma obrazovanja andragoga u šest europskih zemalja 

pokazalo je iznimnu šarolikost postojećih kurikuluma obrazovanja andragoga. Na temelju 

rezultata istraživanja mogu se izdvojiti kurikulumi obrazovanja andragoga koji se razlikuju s 

obzirom na područje sustava obrazovanja odraslih, kurikulumi obrazovanja općeg profila 

andragoga, kurikulumi koji su utemeljeni na profesionalnim standardima za andragoge i 

nestandardizirani kurikulumi obrazovanja andragoga. Također, rezultati su pokazali sličnosti i 

razlike kurikuluma obrazovanja andragoga s obzirom na oblike obrazovanja, razinu, trajanje, 

ciljeve, ishode učenja/ kompetencije i sadržaje. U zaključnom dijelu rada kurikulumi 

obrazovanja andragoga u šest europskih zemalja grupirani su prema Pflügerovoj klasifikaciji 

u akademski, na područje usmjeren i problemsko usmjeren model. 

 



Ključne riječi: kurikulumi obrazovanja andragoga, sustavi obrazovanja odraslih, profesija 

andragoga, obrazovanje odraslih, komparativno istraživanje, studija slučaja, Ujedinjeno 

Kraljevstvo, Francuska, Njemačka, Danska, Estonija, Hrvatska. 

 



SUMMARY 

 

The comparative research of education curriculums for adult educators in selected European 

countries has been conducted and presented in this Ph.D. thesis. Education of adult educators 

is the key factor for the quality of the adult education and learning. When the role of adult 

education and learning in the context of lifelong learning and the effects of globalization 

processes are taken into consideration, discussions about defining adult educators' 

competences become more frequent, which leads to creating and modernizing curriculums for 

their initial education and further professional development. Adult education has developed in 

Europe within different social, political, economic and cultural contexts with a series of 

specific guidelines. In this respect the characteristics of the adult education system, i.e. the 

context in which adult educators function as well as the conception of adult educator 

profession affect the education of adult educators and the creating of education curriculums 

for adult educators. 

 

The thesis consists of three interrelated parts: the theoretical framework, the methodology of 

research and the case studies. The part which elaborates the theoretical framework starts with 

the chapter Conceptual determination of adult education, in which it is assumed that the adult 

education includes both practice and theory, i.e. it is the subject of scientific research. Various 

determinations of the concept and term adult education in different European countries have 

been given. Notional variety results primarily from the specific guidelines of a particular 

country and the wide span of adult education activities. In order to define the term adult 

education, this thesis provides the UNESCO's definition dating from 1976, which has 

frequently been approved both on international level and national levels in different countries. 

According to this definition the adult education is the entire body of educational processes 

which attribute to social and personal development, at the same time indicating the 

complexity of adult education considering its different aims, contents, forms and levels as 

well as the aspects of “upbringing” in adult education. With the objective of pointing to the 

significance given to the adult education i.e. education of adult educators, the second chapter 

Educational policies in the context of adult educators’ education analyzes the most important 

documents in European Union which are used as a framework for creating the educational 

policy for adult educators’ education in European countries. Continuing with the theoretical 

considerations, the third chapter Indicators of change in adult educators' education analyzes 



the indicators which affect the changes in education of adult educators. The following 

indicators of change have been identified and analyzed: different theoretical and 

methodological conceptions of andragogy; social, political, economic and cultural conditions 

both local and global in character (transition, neoliberalism, neoconservatism, economy crisis, 

(de)marginalization of certain groups); redefining the importance of (adult) education, i.e. 

adopting the concept of lifelong learning; accelerated development of science and technology; 

professionalization of adult educators as presented in Houle's adult educators classification; 

different roles of adult educators. The fourth chapter Education curriculums for adult 

educators in Europe gives the analysis of dominant education curriculums for adult educators, 

broadly discussing the curriculums for adult educators’ initial education and their further 

professional development. In addition, there is a detailed analysis of education curriculums 

for adult educators based on Pflüger's classification of basic adult educators’ education 

models (academic approach, problem-oriented approach, field-oriented approach) which are 

possible to be applied to most of the education curriculums for adult educators in various 

European countries. The subchapter Context and activities of adult educators emphasizes the 

importance of context and activities of adult educators in creating the education curriculums 

for adult educators and it also identifies and analyzes the different fields of work and 

activities of adult educators. Respecting the relation between the context and activities of 

adult educators, there has been an emphasis on the importance of defining adult educators' 

competences for creating the education curriculums for adult educators. In accordance, the 

subchapter Adult educators' competences presents the detailed analysis of generic and specific 

adult educators' competences, defined on the basis of research conducted at the European 

level and which can be used as a reference framework for all European countries. The third 

subchapter International education curriculums for adult educators gives the analysis of 

education curriculums for adult educators created and realized internationally through 

cooperation of several different institutions in various European countries. 

 

The methodology of research has been exposed in the second part of this Ph.D. thesis. At the 

beginning, the subject of research has been explained and the objective of the research has 

been set: to identify, analyze and compare education curriculums for adult educators in six 

European countries selected on purpose, based on existing adult education systems and 

conception of adult educator profession. The objective set in this way prompts the following 

tasks:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

1. to analyze and compare adult education systems in selected countries, 



2. to analyze and compare the conception of adult educator profession in selected 

countries, 

3. to identify, analyze and compare education curriculums for adult educators in selected 

countries. 

 

In accordance with the set objective and tasks of the research, for each of the defined tasks 

there are defined and sorted different variables of the research. In continuation of the 

methodological part of this Ph.D. thesis the selection of research sample has been explained, 

which includes six European countries selected on purpose: the United Kingdom, France, 

Germany, Denmark, Estonia and Croatia. In comparative research of education curriculums 

for adult educators a holistic paradigm has been applied as well as the quality approach 

through the multiple case study method. 

 

The third part of the Ph.D. thesis includes case studies in six selected European countries, 

namely the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Denmark, Estonia and Croatia. Each 

European country has been analyzed in detail, in a distinct chapter through three subchapters, 

in accordance with set research tasks and it includes contextual conditions for each individual 

country which are particularly relevant for the research of the education curriculums for adult 

educators. Comparative research of education curriculums for adult educators in six European 

countries has shown exceptional variety of existing curriculums for education of adult 

educators. The results of the comparative research have been shown in the chapter 

Comparison of education curriculums for adult educators in selected European countries. On 

the basis of the comparison of adult education systems’ characteristics in selected European 

countries, two models of education curriculums for adult educators have been identified and 

analyzed: the model in which education curriculums differ depending on the field of the adult 

education system (typical of the United Kingdom, France and Denmark) and the model of 

education curriculums for the general profile of adult educator (typical of Germany, Estonia 

and Croatia). When considering different conceptions of adult educator profession in selected 

European countries, two models of education curriculums for adult educators have been 

identified and analyzed: the model of education curriculums for adult educators based on 

professional standards for adult educators (typical of the United Kingdom, France, Denmark 

and Estonia) and the model of non-standardized education curriculums for adult educators 

(typical of Germany and Croatia). Comparative research of education curriculums for adult 

educators in selected European countries has shown exceptional variety of education 



curriculums for adult educators with regards to forms of education (initial education, further 

professional development, training, full-time and part-time programs, on campus programs 

and online educational programs), levels of education (from levels of professional education 

to graduate levels and doctoral studies), length of education (from several hours and weeks to 

several years), objectives, learning outcomes, competences and content. In summary, all 

identified and analyzed differences among education curriculums for adult educators result 

from contextual conditions of each individual country. 

 

In the conclusion of this thesis education curriculums for adult educators, which have been 

identified and analyzed in six European countries, have been placed in groups according to 

Pflüger's classification of basic adult educators’ education models and their advantages and 

disadvantages have been pointed out. This provides the consolidation of comparative research 

results brought about by various theoretical knowledge and practices of adult educators' 

education in Europe.  

 

 

 

Key words: education curriculums for adult educators, adult education systems, adult educator 

profession, adult education, comparative research, case study, United Kingdom, France, 

Germany, Denmark, Estonia, Croatia. 
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